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Mr. Wong : My Question is to Mr. Tsoi again, with the amount of money that the
Government spent on this consultancy, what does the 670 pages or comparison with
other people, countries and standards have to do with the importance for Hong Kong

and for the health of the general public? My second question is to Ms Wong. We have



a wonderful panel today, some of the presentations are fantastic, particularly Prof
Wong and Prof Lau. In selecting whether to adopt or whether to review the AQO in
Hong Kong based on WHO, why were not these wonderful professionals from the
local universities to be the consultants for such an important topic? From
commercial standpoint, any responsible environmental companies would have already
adopted the WHO standard as their own measures when doing environmental project,
at least so far we are. I don’t think the question is really whether WHO standard is
sufficient, to aggressively pursue the goal as Prof Wong put it clearly, we have to put
health of everyone in mind first before you consider cost. Cost will always be
important, but if you put that blind first, you will never get yourselves anywhere. Just
looking at the charts, then giving yourself a pat on the back and say that we are better
and comparable. To me, it is not sufficient, it is not what we pay our tax for to a

responsible Government.
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Mr. William Hayward, University of Hong Kong : | just have a confusion and |
wonder the panel could clear up. In Ms Wong’s comments, she suggested that
pollution rate since 1997 has been coming down by 20% or so. But then, in Prof Lau’s
presentation, he suggested that at least for PM10, the rate since year 2000 has been
going up, | understand that it is a complicated problem, a multi regional problem. I am
just wondering in the simplest terms, is the pollution going up or going down or

staying the same?

Ms Anissa Wong : In response to the two questions raised, perhaps | should explain



the purposes of the consultancy study and the purpose of appointing or
commissioning a consultant and at the same time having the benefits of these learned
advisors besides me to help us in the process. The purpose of the consultancy
comprised of a number of objectives. The first, of course, is to review the current air
objectives of Hong Kong and secondly to look into the current air quality situation in
Hong Kong, to draw reference from the international information, practices, and to
review and develop the long-term air quality objectives of Hong Kong in the light of
the recommended objectives to develop comprehensive action plans. So the terms of
reference of the consultancy study are not only to consider whether we need to review.
I think the terms of reference of the consultancy study are broader. It is going beyond
whether we need to review but when we conduct the review of the AQO what should
be the recommended the long-term AQO for HK and how to achieve these objectives.
That is the scope of the work. The second point why we have the consultant and why
we are having the professors helping us in the process. I think | have covered this
point in my earlier presentation. We need a professional consultancy to collate and
organize the information, and to help us crystallize the options to do the analysis but
we are not only relying on the consultancy study alone because the issue of AQO is
one that touches on many different facets of our community, not only the industrial,
not only the economic but also the social, the health and many other aspects.
Therefore, in addition to a consultancy study and in addition to our own steering and
our own work, we have the privilege of forming a panel with the learned professors,
with all the professors sitting next to me are actually members of this advisory panel
and they have been providing inputs in the process and the whole purpose of this is to
ensure that we have the benefits of input of these learned advisors and also of course
we also benefit the comments and views from different sectors, like industrial sector,
SMEs and even district personalities. So we would like this process to be engaging, to

be comprehensive and to be inclusive with a view that the outcome of the



recommendations of the study is a credible one. So | hope | have explained the
process how we embark on this very important study. As to the emissions inventory
figures, the trend of emission in Hong Kong and the concentration of pollutants as
reflected from the different presentations, of course these are based on the scientific
data. In terms of the emissions inventory in Hong Kong, the figure and the
information showed that the total inventory has been on the decline. But as | also said
in my presentation, the concentration situations are not exactly corresponding to the
reduction in the emissions inventory and the reasons of which are several-fold but of

course | would like to invite Prof Lau to give a more in-depth analysis.

Prof Lau : | think the simple answer is that we actually see reduction, particularly at
the roadside very clearly even in the concentrations. But in terms of a bigger picture,
in terms of visibility, we can trace back and see that it is deteriorating with respect to
1997. | think that to a large part is regional dominated. | am happy to see that the
recent reduction reported across the entire Pearl River Delta up to 2003, but we still
don’t know how many percentage of reduction has been achieved since 2003 and
2004. Hong Kong’s emissions inventory, from EPD’s number, has decreased but in
terms of roadside pollution it has also decreased but not at the same rate. In terms of
ambient level pollution, we are actually seeing a lot of increase, particularly on the
Western side - if you look at Yuen Long, Tung Chung the pollution is increasing

relatively steadily all the way up to 2005. | think that is regional domination.

Business Environment Council : | think it is great this review is happening. The
AQOs are 20 years old. For me, what | have heard from Prof Wong was the PM2.5
that sticks in your lung. We have not been measuring it, so a recommendation would

be that this would be measured, very importantly that this would be measured.



pZEsR thied - e HAWZERSGHITAE - v 1999 e BUF#E R A W25

O8 i # KPBEHL EEAEZEROLSO - FE EREBEEQOM

W B RN S R BUF TN HL" SEA SR TA

RO I ] w EANEGTaE s e BPA JQ
N ARMERZE c AERHE ] fnsEdirE YR HELL pHEdl

CNRRBREI A ZEROT R -

wAuAE  BAOARL, . T) = 0 BWEER o ME BIIMLAEUSFUNZEE
k= cFAM BN e iDEC kI PMS DL ERRAS o fERUE
B DM PM10 DL ™" juZstiiH » 52— HEEDIE

JiD o EmDE JETREY FINER @ H mDAERLe 0 Hiig

£ PM10 - ff— “ELEODE K- 5% BEERELD MR PM3 8k

PM2.5 DIvIiEfd - Dhvkis > ” Osde 1F o M {EFH/WE @
D D TT ) \EZERAF R 1 ©WVADIE 180 ki RN

0.3%u) - Ufll KDA 1,800 ki » UTRZHE e & B Te S
TR (AT KPR EDEHES AR WREE -4
T OBEHE AR A 180 R kK o px DIFRACEEPE S BRI B DI

D R ok PM10 SR

FRE =AY =ZERNAARR PM2.5 [, S Rl E .

BEE  nERHE AAREOITORR - BB SERER ) a1
DA EREHE > URMTEEf mE S - URAENws  —

SmEE T HEARAKCH o 4 VIRIEEAOSEE S EEE - U vy
R PM2.5 > REMAZEN  Fokid<  SARE R REE EIIEE - fEREE
mia o R o3 B KUk wmy D ANEEIB
ki —fEn] P ke Esefyoc BEo- v RS D 5D wDIAE



S B nEEFE O WREEK > KD & - EWREZ
iN{ A AN =1/ ZE D) o RFEIL ME WRRATEHEN A REE
1y Ko Bk PM25 K RRZEFRNSEL o VIS 20 B
FHIEHIORL PML > 0Kz PMO.1 - Btk PMO.01 - {HEl B DU B2
K C n IESKATMEE N EREHE

BIEFT - ARG RS HIRE( S EARZ AT - H Ml W5
TR CAERBUN R 1T EEOR > B REDIK AT i It
Wy __RYUK - AERRL PM2.5 1y I BB S B ERESE o TS
Oifie EDTEEG G - BAMR A — AR B EDIE S A
 URAIIRR G2 - RS efe Hi—MN I8RO0 EiEm
Hkq MERIPED > NEZ25A0° HRIEriim® O™ DfaE 8 Ferules
‘rlpe R H - dAMIln L= W & e ? WATAEDZE R
o FHERERET GTARAT Q2 qTiE Q% aftx

FRE SRR HA R BRI R AER, B Ay EE X

Mr. Salter Laim, Worldwide Fund Hong Kong : | would like to ask a very simple
yes or no question for each panelist. Based upon Prof Wong’s observation, impacts
on health form the basis for setting AQOs. With today’s AQOs we can see they are
driven by a range of things. Health is not necessarily the primary driver. So the
question is in the panelists’ view — will human health, with minimizing impact on
human health, be the primary driver for setting the new AQOs? I think this is an easy

question to answer yes or no.

Prof Wong : Thank you for the question. | think you are not right in saying the Hong



Kong’s AQO is not health driven. It was health driven but was done in 1987. So the

answer to your question is ‘yes’.
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Ms. Michelle Weldon, Civil Exchange : We are public policy think-tank and we
work for a number of institutions. We have numerous studies looking at examples of
what is taking place at London, L.A. I think we understand the extent of the problems,
we worked for other institutions and come up with recommendations needed for Hong
Kong. Now we are reviewing the AQOs which are 20 years out of date. What is
going to happen with this review process? What kind of timeline do you have in mind?
What strategy you are going to put it in place and what kind of co-operation will you
have with other government ministries? Are you working with the Planning
Department, Transport and Health? We should be putting together an air management
plan for Hong Kong and then talk about what we can do for the region. We can set the
example for Hong Kong. The other issue is Guangdong. In Guangdong we will have
the Asian Games, East Asia Games coming up so we have the opportunities to work

with our neighbors to clean up and set the example.
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Ms Anissa Wong : To answer Michelle’s question. What we expect to get out of this
study and what is the sort of timeframe. | have said earlier that the objective of the
study is not only to say whether we need to review, what the new standards would be.
Many have said that just to adopt the WHO guidelines but in actual fact, WHO when
issuing its latest guidelines advises that each territory should adopt or develop its own
set of objectives, having regard to a number of relevant considerations. So the current
study is basically to develop what should be right for Hong Kong and all the views,
comments and findings will be taken into account. Apart from developing the revised
long-term air quality objectives, the next and the important elements of the
deliverable out of the study would be the action plan. The deliverable must be
delivered through different medium that include different departments like Transport
Department, Planning Department, Health Department. They are also represented in

the advisory group. Also we will continue our liaison with Guangdong government.
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Mr. Guy Horne : | am very pleased the Government is taking the leadership of this

whole subject. It is probably 10 years late but it is great it is happening now. | hope
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your leadership extends to the Greater China. | think the Hong Kong pollution
situation is unique. The factory of the world is on the doorstep, the inhabitant of the
factory of the world also want to make more pollution because they want to buy cars
as well. Prevalent wind is coming to Hong Kong and subtropical climate captures
particulates. 1 do not think any cities in the world or territory have those factors
working against it. So | hope the leadership that you are showing here can be used to
educate PRD. Very good communication and presentation skills in Mandarin across
the boundary would be fantastic. Using this to educate the population in Hong Kong
where | think the awareness is extremely low, a lot of great information here. 1 think

if you can do that, we can all have a healthier city.
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