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Dear Sir/Madam,
Air Pollution Control (Volatile Organic Compounds) Regulation

We write to advise you that the Air Pollution Control (Volatile Organic Compounds)
Regulation, which aims to control the emissions of volatile organic compounds (VOC) from

architectural paints/coatings, printing inks and six selected consumer products (i.e., hairsprays, air

freshener, floor wax strippers. multi-purpose lubricants, insecticides and aerosol insect repellents) will
take effect on 1 April 2007. We understand from the Customs and Excise Department that your

company may have been involved in the importing and/or local manufacturing of these regulated
products. If you do not or have ceased to import or manufacture these products, we would be most
grateful if you would discard this letter and write to us to confirm and update our records.

Under the Air Pollution Control (Volatile Organic Compounds) Regulation, other than those in

transit, in the course of transhipment or are solely for export or re-export, no one may manufacture
locally or import into Hong Kong the above-mentioned regulated products with VOC contents

exceeding the respective maximum limit prescribed by the Regulation after the respective
implementation dates. As an importer and/or local manufacturer of regulated products for local use or
sale, you are required under the Regulation to comply with the stipulated VOC contents and, starting
from next year, submit annual sales report of the preceding calendar year to the Director of
Environmental Protection by 31 March of each year. Please also note that you are required to keep the
records and documents containing the particulars of the regulated product manufactured or imported for
at least 3 years for inspection upon request.

Please kindly note that any regulated product found in Hong Kong, in the absence of evidence
to the contrary, will be presumed:

(a) to have been imported or locally manufactured after the date on which the prohibition or

requirement became effective;

(b) to be not in transit, not in the course of transhipment and not goods that are solely for

export or re-export.



You are, therefore, advised to retain all relevant documents or records even if the regulated products
manufactured or imported by you are not subject to application of the Regulation.

If you manufacture or import into Hong Kong the regulated paints, please also be advised that
you are required to fix a label for each of regulated paints not in compliance with the future prescribed
limits on the surface both of the packaging and of the container, and display the information including
the manufacture date, type of regulated paints and VOC information. These information shall also be
notified to the Director of Environmental Protection prior to the sale or use of these paints in Hong
Kong.

The Regulation in full may be downloaded from the following website:

(a) Chinese: http:/‘www.legco.gov. h/yr06-07/chinese/subleg/negative/In0120-07-c.pdf
(b) English: http:/‘www.legeco. gov. hk/vr06-07/english/subleg/negative/In020-07-e.pdf

In addition, you may also get access to a guidebook entitled “A Guide to the Air Pollution Control
(Volatile Organic Compounds) Regulation” in our website at:

{a) Chinese:
http:/www.epd. gov. hik/epd/te _chi/environmentinhk/air/prob_solutions/files/voc_reg_guide_chi_pdf
(b} English:
hitp.irwww.epd.gov.hidepdienglish/environmentinhl/air/prob_solutions/files/voc_reg_guide pdf

We strongly recommend you to read them in details so as to ensure a full understanding of the

requirements of the Regulation.

You may also be interested in knowing that from 1 April 2007 onwards, our enforcement
colleagues would have regular visits to warehouses and godowns of manufacturers, importers and
suppliers as well as the retailing shops to collect samples of regulated products to check compliance
with the regulatory requirements. We would be most grateful if you would render the full cooperation

and assistance to our colleagues during the inspection.

Please feel free to call our hotline at 2838 3111 or e-mail to enquiry@epd.gov.hk in case you
have any queries or require any further clarification on the above.

Yours faithfully,

v

4

(PANG Sik-wing)
for Director of Environmental Protection
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