The Livestock Waste Control Scheme ;
Guidelines for Soakaway System

INTRODUCTION

Following the implementati on of the Livestock Weste Control Schemein1988 andtherevised
Livestock Weste Control Schemein 1994, livestock farmersinLivestock Weste Cortrol and Restriction
Aress must comply with control requirements in the management and disposd of livesock weste. A
soakanay system is avieble and precticd optionfor waste treatment whenasmd | quantity of wastewater
isgenerated from the livestock keeping operation. The effectiveness of the soskaway sysem is thus
avery important d ement inthe on-farm managemert of livestock weste. These guddines are prepared
with aview to providing livestock farmers and waste treatment system designers with genera
informetion on the provision of a soakaway sysemfor the ebaement of pollution caused by livestock
waste. It should be noted thet it isan offence under the Waste Disposd Ordinance (WDO) to dlow
a soakaway system to overflow. An offence under the WDO may constitute aviolation of other
legid ation (including the Water Pollution Control Ordinance, the Public Hedth and Municipa Services
Ordinence and the Waterworks Ord nance, €tc.).

The instdlaion of asoakaway system inafamis not dwaysfeasible, especidly for pig farms,
and its suitability is affected by the following factors:

@ Size of farm operation (and the amount of wasteweater generated)
(b)  Amount of solids in the westewater

(c) Permeability of the soil

(d) Level of underground weter teble

(e)  Sitetopogrgohy

(f) Site location (and the distance from wetercourses etc.)

(g9  Avaladility of lend area

Before adopting a soakanay system, a responsible farm operator must carefully evauate the
abowe fectors ad organize asite percolation test to ascertanwhether the soil & the farm is suiteble
for asoakaway system. Asimplified procedure for carrying out the site percolaiontestisgivenin

parav(b).
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