






Neighbourhood Environment

Considerations should also be given to the characteristics of neighbourhood environment and the 
sensitivity of other nearby premises to environmental nuisance, e.g. dust, odour, noise.  This may 
affect the likelihood of triggering environmental complaints in the future.  Such considerations 
include:

•	 Are there any environment-sensitive premises, e.g. residential buildings, schools, hospitals, 	
	 etc., close to the planned site of your company?

• 	 Are there any environment-sensitive tenants (e.g. elderly tenants undertaking activities 		
	 requiring quiet environment, etc.) within the building that your company plans to move in?

If your answer to any of the above questions is yes, you will need to exercise extra care in 
planning and designing your operation processes and facilities or even consider the use of suitable 
environmental control systems.  Otherwise, it is likely that your future operation would attract 
environmental complaints.

Previous Usage of Premises

You should look into the past usage of the premises that you intend 
to use before making your decision.  This is because there may 
be contamination to the land [2,3] (e.g. oil-contaminated land) or 
damages to the building (e.g. severely corroded wastewater pipes) 
caused by the previous operations.  And this will in turn incur 
additional costs for you to clean up the land or restore the building 
prior to moving into the premises.

In particular, the premises that had been used for any of the following 
operations could have land contamination issues:

• 	 Oil installations, e.g. oil depots, petrol filling stations

• 	 Gas works

• 	 Power plants

• 	 Chemical manufacturing / processing  plants

• 	 Metal workshops

•	 Car repairing/dismantling workshops

• 	 Shipyards/boatyards

Example of Site Selection – Land Cost vs Environmental Cost
A food manufacturer decided to build its factory in a remote area due to its cheaper land costs.  
However, no sewerage is provided in that area.  As a consequence, the manufacturer had to 
install extra wastewater treatment facilities to treat its effluent in order to fulfill the relevant 
legal standards.

Example of Land Contamination

Further Reading

[2]	 Guidance Notes for Contaminated Land Assessment and Remediation

[3]	 Guidance Notes for Investigation and Remediation of Contaminated Sites of Petrol 
Filling Stations, Boatyards, and Car Repair/Dismantling Workshops

15




