Hazardous Chemicals Control Ordinance (Cap. 595)
Guidelines on Application for Permit to Use Scheduled Chemicals

Introduction

1.  The Hazardous Chemicals Control Ordinance (HCCO) (Cap. 595) aims to regulate, through
an activity-based permit system, the import, export, manufacture and use of non-pesticide
hazardous chemicals that have potentially harmful or adverse effects on human health or the
environment. At present, the non-pesticide hazardous chemicals under the HCCO include such
chemicals that are subject to regulation of the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic
Pollutants or the Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain
Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade.

2. Non-pesticide hazardous chemicals regulated under the HCCO consist of two types: (i) Type
1 chemicals, and (ii) Type 2 chemicals, which are listed in Schedule 1 and Schedule 2 to the HCCO,
respectively. A Type 1 chemical or Type 2 chemical is defined as a “scheduled chemical” under
the HCCO. The full list of scheduled chemicals is shown in the Appendix.

3. No person may import, export, manufacture or use any scheduled chemical unless he is in
possession of a valid activity-based permit in respect of that scheduled chemical issued by the
Environmental Protection Department (EPD).

Application of the Ordinance

4.  The HCCO applies to a scheduled chemical, whether or not the chemical exists alone or is a
part of any preparation or product. In this context, “preparation” means a mixture or solution
composed of two or more substances.

5.  The HCCO does not apply to a scheduled chemical if the chemical is a constituent element
of a manufactured product, except when the chemical is polychlorinated biphenyls (PCB) and when
its concentration as a constituent element of a manufactured product exceeds 0.005 per cent (or 50
ppm) and its volume exceeds 0.05 litre. In this context, “manufactured product” means a product
that, during its manufacture, is formed into a specific physical shape or design and has an end use
function wholly or partly dependent on its shape or design. For example, asbestos present in
automobile brake pads is considered as a constituent element of the manufactured product. In this
case, asbestos would not be controlled under the HCCO.

6.  Any scheduled chemical that is classified as waste under the Waste Disposal Ordinance (Cap
354) is not subject to the control of the HCCO but its disposal should be conducted in accordance
with the requirements of the former Ordinance.  Please visit the EPD’s website at
http://www.epd.gov.hk/epd/english/environmentinhk/waste/quide_ref/waste guidelines.html for
further information about the waste control.

Permitting Requirements for Use of Scheduled Chemicals under the HCCO

7. Touse a scheduled chemical in Hong Kong, a valid use permit issued by the EPD under the
HCCO must first be obtained. Each use permit may cover one or more scheduled chemicals and
is generally valid for 12 months.

8.  In accordance with section 80 of the Air Pollution Control Ordinance, Cap.311 (APCO), the
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import, transhipment, supply and use of all forms of asbestos and asbestos containing materials are
banned excepts goods in transit and registered proprietary Chinese medicine. Exemption may be
granted under certain circumstances. If the applicant wishes to use the above materials, he must
obtain the EPD’s exemption issued under the APCO prior to applying for the activity-based permit.

9.  The EPD will consider the merits of each application on a case-by-case basis and will only
grant the relevant permit if it is satisfied that the proposed activity for the scheduled chemical(s)
concerned is genuinely essential and in full compliance with the Hong Kong laws and
environmental requirements.

Who Should Apply

10. Any person who acts in the capacity of a user and engages in a business involving the use of
a scheduled chemical in Hong Kong should apply for a use permit under the HCCO. Potential
users may include, but not limited to, local industries, universities, research institutes and testing
laboratories.

Procedure for Permit Application

11. Applicants are required to complete a Use Permit application form (Form No. EPD HCC5),
which can be obtained from the EPD office at Room 3404, 34/F, Hopewell Centre, 183 Queen’s
Road West, Wan Chai, Hong Kong or downloaded from the EPD’s website at
http://www.epd.gov.hk/epd/english/application_for_licences/applic_froms/forms.html.

12. Every section on the application form must be completed. The completed form should be
submitted in person or by post to Territorial Control Office (Hazardous Chemicals Control Section)
of Environmental Protection Department (Address: Room 3404, 34/F, Hopewell Centre, 183
Queen's Road East, Wan Chai, Hong Kong).

13. EPD will diligently process an application upon receipt. However, the actual processing
time of an application will depend on the number of applications being processed, and the
complexity and availability of information of individual applications. Applicants are advised to
submit the completed application form and all relevant information not less than 15 working days
before the operation of the proposed activity.

Application Fee

14.  Upon receipt of the application, a demand note for the fee, specifying the date by which it
should be paid, will be sent to the applicant by post. A permit application will not be processed
unless the fee is paid by the due date. For details of payment instructions, please refer to the back
of the demand note. No cash should be sent by post. Please note that the application fee is not
refundable regardless of the result of the application. The details of the application fees are shown
at the EPD website: http://www.epd.gov.hk/epd/english/application_for_licences/applic_froms/
hcco.html.

Renewal of Permit

15. Every permit shall generally expire 12 months after the date of issue. The permit holder
may apply to the EPD for renewal one month before the date of expiry and pay a prescribed renewal
fee.
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16. No application for renewal will be accepted after the date of expiry. Application made after
the expiry date will be treated as a fresh application, to be accompanied by a new application form
and the relevant prescribed application fee.

Further Information
17. For further information about the HCCO, please visit the EPD’s website at https:/

www.epd.gov.hk/epd/english/resources pub/resources subject/cg hazardous chemical.html.
For enquiries, please call the EPD at 3107 2981 or email to hcco@epd.gov.hk.

WARNING

e A person who uses any scheduled chemical not under and in accordance with a permit issued
under the HCCO commits an offence, and is liable on conviction to a fine at level 5 and to
imprisonment for one year.

e The issue of a Use Permit under the HCCO does not in any way exempt the permit holder
from compliance with the provisions of other legislations.

Environmental Protection Department
June 2023
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M4 Appendix

(B E2mERIRG) NZEFLERGE BUENEZE(LER

List of Scheduled Chemicals under the Hazardous Chemical Control Ordinance

(Type 1 and Type 2 Chemicals)

PUE(LES
Type 1 Chemical
H : NG
ltem b2 Chemical Noto
1| NEBEE Hexabromobiphenyl (HBB)
2 TNVR IR A Hexabromodipheny! ether (hexaBDE) and A)
IR TR heptabromodiphenyl ether (heptaBDE)
3 | ANEE Hexachlorobenzene (HCB)
4 | AEFE Pentachlorobenzene (PeCB)
5 | ZEBIE Polychlorinated biphenyls (PCB)
6 | DA THEEER Tetrabromodipheny! ether (tetraBDE) and ®)
TR IR pentabromodiphenyl ether (pentaBDE)
7| NRET T Hexabromocyclododecane ©
8 | NET N Hexachlorobutadiene
9 | BEE Polychlorinated naphthalenes (D)
10 | IR IR Decabromodipheny! ether
1 S S g Short-chain chlorinated paraffins )
(FERE > Croas > &AL) (Alkanes Cao.13, chloro)

FFEE(A)Z(E) -
Note (A) to (E):

— e

(A) FIff(2) BDE-153 - (b) BDEL54 ~ (c) BDEL7S ~ (d) BDE-183 }2(e) i/ US —ARBt 7Ly HL At 708 — B A5

P

Including (a) BDE-153, (b) BDE154, (c) BDE175, (d) BDE-183 and (e) other hexa- and heptabromodipheny! ethers present in
commercial octabromodipheny! ether.

(B) fff(a) BDE-47 ~ (b) BDE-99K(c) P FH 7158 ARk o Al S Y ELA PSR — WA 708 — it
Including (a) BDE-47, (b) BDE99 and (c) other tetra- and pentabromodipheny! ethers present in commercial pentabromodiphenyl
ether.

(C) H#E1,25,6,9,10 - FIRIR e J H E T E R FAEY) o
Including 1,2,5,6,9,10-hexabromocyclododecane and its main diastereoisomers.

(D) BfE () —&Z5 > (b)) =& ~ (o) WUEZE ~ (d) TLEES ~ (o) NEZE ~ () TEZEM(g) /(EE -
Including (a) dichlorinated naphthalenes, (b) trichlorinated naphthalenes, (c) tetrachlorinated naphthalenes, (d) pentachlorinated
naphthalenes, (e) hexachlorinated naphthalenes, (f) heptachlorinated naphthalenes, and (g) octachlorinated naphthalene.

(B) #E Cw £ CuolVHBEE(LRE(LEY) » HASBHEEHES 48% - fIU - UL Mt dmst it iy E v]
BEE A HEE(E A ¢ (2) 85535-84-8 ~ (b) 68920-70-7 ~ (¢) 71011-12-6 ~ (d) 85536-22-7 ~ (e) 85681-73-8 F(f) 108171-
26-2 o
Straight-chain chlorinated hydrocarbons with chain lengths ranging from C1o to C13 and a content of chlorine greater than 48% by
weight. For example, the substances with the following CAS registry number may contain short-chain chlorinated paraffins: (a)
85535-84-8, (b) 68920-70-7, (c) 71011-12-6, (d) 85536-22-7, (e) 85681-73-8, and (f) 108171-26-2.
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E2E(EE
Type 2 Chemical
H = : Ffas
[tern {EE & Chemical Note
1 | &G Asbestos P, (G)
o | EEFENchAL - Perfluorooctane sulfonic acid (PFOS), (H)
H PR o Al its salts and perfluorooctane sulfonyl fluoride (PFOSF)
3 | ZIRRK Polybrominated biphenyls (PBB) 0
4 | ZEEIR Polychlorinated terphenyls (PCT)
5 | (2FEFR) (Repealed)
6 | PUZFELE Tetraethyl lead
7 | DUERESS Tetramethyl lead
8 | = T#EEYw Tributyltin compounds Q)
9 | =(2,3-RNHEENS) BilgES | Tris (2,3-dibromopropyl) phosphate
10 | EEFER Perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA),
HEEE AR EEY) its salts and related compounds
EGEAVR

Note (F) to (J):

(F) (ZERSAEGIRG) (553117 emEZE AL - EE - R HrA RS a2 ok - B E G
Eak M R EERRIL - BRRBAE(EBIEN T o FE AT R - WHE AFREHEL] - BUESERI AN - 555 (A%
(LB EERIGRG]) FFATRERT - MRHUSERIREMRE (ZERISAVERIGRE]) FrtrvEae -
The Air Pollution Control Ordinance, Cap. 311 (APCO) has banned the import, transhipment, supply and use of all forms of
asbestos and asbestos containing materials except goods in transit and registered proprietary Chinese medicine. Exemption may
be granted under certain circumstances. If the applicant wishes to use, import or tranship asbestos, he must obtain the EPD’s
exemption issued under the APCO prior to applying for a permit under the HCCO.

(G) BifE(a) AL ~ (b) EHPOA ~ (o) #is ~ (d) Fafnfil(e) #ETA -
Including (a) actinolite, (b) anthophyllite, (c) amosite, (d) crocidolite and (e) tremolite.

(H) 2HFRehBEAVEIERI T © () RH AR - (b) 2REFEEIENE - (0) 2FE YRR - (d) SRFEEE
ZFE 5 ~ ()& Al VU Z LS (F) o oe Bl — 5% Ak -
Examples of salts of perfluorooctane sulfonic acid: (a) potassium perfluorooctane sulfonate, (b) lithium perfluorooctane sulfonate,
(c) ammonium perfluorooctane sulfonate, (d) diethanolammonium perfluorooctane sulfonate, (e) tetraethylammonium
perfluorooctane sulfonate and (f) didecyldimethylammonium perfluorooctane sulfonate.

() fFEG@) JURBZERIDb) TRRE -
Including (a) octabromobiphenyl and (b) decabromobiphenyl.

() 8@ =THREY - 0) =THREY - () =ZTHFENEE - (d) = THEFE - () =THHEMLY - () =
THTUHEENI(9) =T R -
Including (a) tributyltin oxide, (b) tributyltin fluoride, (c) tributyltin methacrylate, (d) tributyltin benzoate, (e) tributyltin chloride,
() tributyltin linoleate and (g) tributyltin naphthenate.
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