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Alr Pollution Contxul (Asbestos) (Administration) Regulations

1. JTRIRODOCTTION

1.1 ™ give effect to the movisions for control. of
ernvirommental asbostos under the Air Pollution Comtrol (Amerdment. )
Ordinmance 1993, a set of requlations is necessary to provide for
matters relating to the registration of qualified consultants,
contractors, mupartisors and laboratories in the asbestos control

1.2 This papers seeks Merbers’ viewa on the scopa of the
proposed -requlations which will set out the qualifications and
experlence required for registration, and speclfy the information
to be submitted in support of applications, as well as the fees for
registration., Members’ advice will be sought again when the
requlations have been drafted.

2. DBACRGROUND

2.1 .The . Alr Pollution Control (Amendmwert) Ordinance 1993
imtroducad a comtrol scheme for controlling and abating
anvirommental asbestos. Under the aschema, only qualified
consultants, contractors, supervisors and laboratories reglstered
with the Authority (the Divector of Envirormerttal Protection, DEP)
will be allowed to carry. ot relevamt activities in asbestos
abatenent work. A register for the four types of registered
persomnel or companies is to ‘be malntained by DEP.

2.2 An  Ashestos Administration Committee consisting of 6
unofficial members, 5 official membere, and a secretary (section 54
of tha - Ordinance) will advise DEP on the acceptability of
applications.

2.3 Registration is +to be renewable ammally, subject to the
payment of a fee. There is a provision for names to be removed
permanently or temporarily from the register by DEP after ha has
been advised by the Asbestos Administration Committee 'on the
outocime of disciplinary hearings into any camplaints about neglect
or miscondict.
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3. THE PROPOSAL
!

3.1 The proposad regulations will stipulate conditions and
qualifications for any person or body applying for registration as
registered! asbestos consultants, registered asbestos contractors,
yeaqistered, ashestos — supervisors, or registered asbestos
laboratories.

3.2 The proposed conditions on qualifications make reference
to the desired standard and not to the country of origin. This
conforms to the Most~Favoured-Nation Treatment (non-discrimination)
provisimsi of the General Agreamarit of Trade in Services (GATS)
dravn up under the General Agreement of Tariffs and Trada {GATT) in
the Uruguhy Round of multllateral trada talks, which Hong Kong will
be obliged to observe. The qualifications for the four categories
specified .;m the Ordinance are proposed to be as follows:
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3.3 T? cualify a person shall:

(a) (i) have a bachelor degree in sclence, enginearing,
i architecture, buallding, building swveying or
| equivalent as recognized by the Authority; and since
] obtaining such academic qualification have had not
| less than 12 months recognized working experlence in
I asbestos abatement and management work; or
i
i

(1i) be an Authorized Person as defined in the Puildings
Ordinance, Chapter 123, or a oivil servant certified
by his head of department as having qualification and

l experience acceptable ag an autharized Person; or

(iii) be & qualified professional, i.e., & registered
- architect under  the  Architects Reglstration
| Ordinance, or a ‘registered professional surveyor
. under the Surveyors Registration Ordinance in a
- division recognized by the Authority, or a registered
I professional engineer * under the Engineers
:  Registration Ordinance in a discipline recognized by
i the Authority. '

(b) completea such course of training in asbestos investication
management  planning and project design or equivalent
t.’i'aining as recognized by the Authority; and ]

i

(o) fulfil, by the time of registration, such other

requirements as may be required by the Authority.
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3.4 TP quality a person shall:

“{a) h}ave‘ an  academic qualification recognized by the
Anthority;
I

(b) hiva had not less than 12 months of recognized working
experience in asbestos abatement work; and _

I .

(c} have completed recognized courses of raining comprising
léctures and practice in subjects inciuding the nature and
ube of asbestos, leglslation and ocodes of practice,
personal protectlon, sbatement methods and the use and
mhintenance of equipment; and

(d) fulfil, by the +time of registration, such othar
requirements as may be required by the Authority.

Registered) Asbestos Contractor
»
a.5 TP qualify & person, company or body corporate shall:

(a) have at least one registered asbestos supervisor in his
_epployment at any one time;

(b) poseess specialized equipment and faoilities in such
nimbers, of such type, and with such specifications as +o
by able to perform effectively such work or class of work

determined by the Authority;

() possess such managerial and technical skills as shall ba
abla to support effective maintenance of equipment and
facilitles and provision of materials necessary for the
execution of asbestos management: plans, asbestos abatement

plans or work involving the use and handling of asbestos

chntaining materisla; and

(4) pfovide continued and professional in-house training to
- workers in order to maintain a high standard of work:
, _
(e) DlIFSl, by the time of registration, muwh other
r.lirqments as may be required by the Authority.

3.6 je Authority may reglster a contractor with conditions
attached as to the na + Ltype and scale of asbestos abatemant
works permitted to be undertaken by that particular contractor.

i _
3.7 To qualify a laboratory shall:
(a) hi ézccxredited under the Hang Kong Laboratory Accreditation

Scheme to carry out envirommental testing for samplirng,
measurement. and analysis of mshestos; and ,

.



(b) £ifd), by the time of registration, suwch other
requirements as may be required by the Authority.
| oo .
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4. cnmtm\'rmt

| .
4.1 The proposal has been circulated to concerned consultants,
contractory, laboratories and relevant govermment branches and

Comments ware recelved snd hava been incorporated imto

departments. ‘
the proposal as appropriate.
v '

5. THPLEMERTATION

i
5.1 Ohce the proposed regulstions are enacted, enforcement of
asbestos contyols as provided for in the Air Pollution Contxol
(Ame.ndment? Ordinanca 1993 will take effect. ~

|
6. mmixc TMPTICATTONS

L Y
6.1 FLes payabie for initial and anmual registration will be
of the obder of $2,500 and $BOO respectively. There are no other
econamic j_lnplications.

]
7. smm-!mpmmmm

7.1 lJpe Administraticn has made provision for 1% staff (5
professional and 10 technical/clerical grade) to implement these
provisions| at a recurrent cost of about $7 millicn per year.

I
8. m.rcimcrrm
8.1 'I{'la proposed requlations will ellow the enforcement of
asbastoa bontrol provisions as contained in the Ordinance which
will redice the public risk of being exposed to hazardous
enviromrental ashestos at no direct cost to the public, and should
ba welcomed by them. | ‘

9. ADVICE SOUGHT
-4

9.1 . Mimbers are requested to consider and advise whether they

al:‘tm'ssuppcn:-t. % antggt of th:egul proposedtl regulhﬂ ations as glven at Section 3
. | draft atlons have been prepared, they will be

submitted for Members’ formal advice. : :

Envirormantal Protection Department
Air Policy| Group
August 1995:
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