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9 November 2009

Dear Sir/Madam

Air Pollution Control (Volatile Organic Compounds)
(Amendment) Regulation 2009

I write to advise you that the Air Pollution Control (Volatile Organic Compounds) (Amendment)
Regulation 2009 (the Amendment Regulation) will come into operation on 1 January 2010. The purpose of the
Amendment Regulation is to extend the existing control of the Air Pollution Control (Volatile Organic
Compounds) Regulation in phases to newly regulated products, namely vehicle refinishing paints, vessel paints,
pleasure craft paints, adhesives and sealants. The extended control will further reduce emissions of volatile
organic compounds (VOCs), a major category of pollutants responsible for smog that reduces Hong Kong's
visibility. The effective dates of control on the newly regulated products are as follows:

Product Category Effective Date

Phase 1: 1 January 2010
Phase 2: 1 April 2012
Sealants 1 January 2010

Phase 1: 1 January 2010
Phase 2: 1 April 2012
Phase 1: 1 January 2011
Phase 2: 1 April 2012
Vehicle Refinishing Paints |1 October 2011

Adhesives

Vessel Paints

Pleasure Craft Paints

If you are a local manufacturer or an importer of the newly regulated products, you should take all
necessary steps to prepare for compliance of the regulation. In brief, after the relevant effective dates, you are
not allowed to manufacture in Hong Kong or import into Hong Kong newly regulated products with VOC
contents exceeding the respective prescribed maximum limits for local sale and use. For newly regulated
products imported or manufactured after the effective dates, you are also required to submit annual sales reports
for the preceding calendar year to the Authority by 31 March of each year; to display the product information in
either their Material Safety Data Sheets, trade catalogues, packaging or containers; and to keep relevant
documents containing particulars of the products for at least three years for inspection by the Authority.

You may access to more information about the Air Pollution Control (Volatile Organic Compounds)
Regulation and the extended control of the Amendment Regulation on the newly regulated products at our
website:

http://www.epd.gov.hk/epd/english/environmentinhk/air/prob_solutions/voc_reg.html

Please feel free to call our hotline at 2838 3111 or write to us by sending an e-mail to
enquiry@epd.gov.hk if you have any queries or require any further clarification on the above.

Yours faithfully,
%‘M.

(Joe FONG)
for Director of Environmental Protection
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