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1. INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 The Project involves provision of temporary replacement bridges and 
associated at-grade approach road section, and the demolition of two 
former reinforced concrete Bridges D1 and T in West Kowloon, to enable 
the construction of the Hong Kong Section of Guangzhou-Shenzhen-
Hong Kong Express Rail Link (XRL). 

1.2 The Project site is located in West Kowloon with its location and the 
boundary of works shown in the Site Layout Plan in Appendix I.  The 
temporary replacement Bridges D1 and T are approximately 120m and 
145m in length, situating at the location between the former Bridges D1 
and T.  Construction of at-grade approach road section only involves 
shallow excavation of 0.5m to 1m by backhoe.  Upon completion of 
temporary replacement bridges and approach road section, the former 
Bridges D1 and T would be demolished, and transportation network will 
be maintained through the operation of the temporary replacement 
bridges until the permanent bridges which are to be constructed under 
the Central Kowloon Route project (CKR) are available. 

1.3 The Project is a direct application for an Environmental Permit and the 
Environmental Permit (EP No. 414/2011) was granted on 1 March 2011. 

1.4 In accordance with Condition 2.2 of the EP, the permit holder is required 
to submit a Landscape Plan, including the existing tree protection 
proposal and the soft landscape treatment plan to be implemented and it 
shall be submitted two weeks prior to the commencement of works. 

1.5 The previous submission of the Landscape Plan was approved on 21 
March 2011.  This Landscape Plan is to update the soft landscape 
treatment due to the change of site conditions. 

 

2 JUSTIFICATIONS FOR THE UPDATE 

 

2.1 One of the landscape treatments proposed in the original soft landscape 
treatment plan was to provide soft landscape (such as planting Caryota 
mitis) in the area around the 4 piers of the bridges, so that the temporary 
bridges would be compatible with the surrounding landuse.  A drawing in 
Appendix II shows the original proposed landscape works at the piers. 

2.2 Upon the commencement of the operation of XRL, the construction site 
was directly handed over to the construction team of CKR Project in 
November 2018. Since it is not practical nor suitable to provide planting 
in the construction site as a landscape treatment, it is proposed not to 
place the planters at the 4 piers.  The current site conditions are shown 
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in the photo in Appendix III.  After the CKR complete the permanent 
bridges to replace the temporary Bridges D1 and T, CKR project will 
implement their own landscape treatment.  Therefore, it is proposed to 
delete the planters at the 4 piers as the landscape treatment for the 
Bridges D1 and T.  

 

3 TREE PROTECTION PROPOSAL 

 

3.1 All existing trees encountered in the Project are assessed in the XRL EIA 
and no additional trees are affected by this Project.  Any transplantation, 
felling and retaining of trees are undertaken by XRL project in accordance 
with its approved Tree Removal Application (TRA) and compensatory 
planting proposals under the XRL project. 

3.2 The tree protection strategy for this Project follows the TRA and Tree 
Planting and Landscape Plan (TLP) for Yau Tsim Mong District which was 
approved by Planning Department and Environmental Protection 
Department in 2010 for XRL project. 

 

Tree Protection Strategy 

3.3 As identified in the abovementioned XRL submissions, which highlight the 
number of trees to be retained within XRL works areas and sufficient 
protection works to be undertaken during the construction of XRL to 
ensure that no damage of trees occurs.  Tree protection measures of XRL 
include the provision of sturdy protective fencing located along the edge 
of the tree protection zone; prohibition of construction traffic within the 
tree protection zone; and prohibition of cleaning of concrete mixers or 
washing of equipment underneath the tree protection zone.  The 
contractor of this Project would fulfil these requirements on tree 
protection works where applicable and the overall tree protection works 
are stated in Appendix IV. 

 

Tree Pruning Strategy 

3.4 No tree is pruned under this Project.  However, during the course of XRL 
construction works, some trees which are recommended to retain in XRL 
works boundary may need root or branch pruning to enable nearby 
construction work including this Project.  The pruning works are 
undertaken by XRL contractor. 

 

Tree Transplanting Strategy 

3.5 No tree is transplanted under this Project. 
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4 SOFT LANDSCAPE TREATMENT PLAN 

 

4.1 The former reinforced concrete Bridges D1 and T are replaced by the 
temporary steel bridges.  All steelworks of these temporary bridges are 
painted with light grey color to match with the adjoining existing concrete 
structures.  Except for building texture, there are no major changes on 
other visual aspects, such as the location, scale and profile of the 
temporary replacement bridges structures from the former ones. 

 

5 CONCLUSION 

 

5.1 As addressed in the Project Profile, with the implementation of the 
recommended tree protection measures and the visual treatment at the 
piers, the temporary replacement bridges are compatible with the 
surrounding landuse and the potential impacts from the Project is 
minimal. 
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