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Dear Sir
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CONTRACT EP/SP/58/08 SLUDGE TREATMENT FACILITIES

OPERATIONAL PHASE ECOLOGICAL MONITORING OF GREBE POND IN

ACCORDANCE WITH THE APPROVED HABITAT CREATION AND MANAGEMENT

PLAN
2016-05

1 INTRODUCTION

1.1.1 Following the completion of construction of the Sludge treatment Facilities in July 2015
Option 2 Item D1.2 of the AEC Consultant Agreement, that is - inspection and advice on
management after pond construction during the construction phase has now been completed.

1.1.2 The 12 months establishment phase monitoring (October 2014 — October 2015) has been
completed. The operational phase commenced in November 2015.

1.1.3  This report details the findings of the operational phase ecological monitoring of grebe pond
in accordance with the approved Habitat Creation and Management Plan (HCMP) following
PO# HKSTF-VWVE-Q-PO-15-093 issued 20th March 2015.

1.1.4  This report covers the monitoring and proposed management activities of the establishment
phase of the Grebe Pond (hereafter known as ‘Pond’).

2 SITE INSPECTION

2.1.1 The first inspection with the representatives from VUH, VW-VES, Site Contractor and the IC
(Mott MacDonald) was carried out on 6™ October 2014. The finalised Inspection Record
summarising the comments from AEC Ltd. and IC was issued in early November 2014.

2.1.2 The following recommendations on the management and maintenance works are issued to
VLIH by AEC Ltd. on 17" May 2016. Table 1 summarises the observations and recommended
management work required in the Pond as inspected during the site inspection on 31* May
2016.

Table 1 Summary of the required management activities in land parcels.
Management Activities Required Action
Minor e No fish or fry were observed in the Pond (Plate 1). e NA
remedial e The Landscape Contractor should remove all snails and e Contractor
work: destroy egg masses during their routine maintenance

work in the Pond. At least weekly removal of Apple
Snails is recommended.

e Asaroutine maintenance practice, the landscape e Contractor
contractor should remove the unwanted climbers
(Mikania micrantha and Acacia concinna) and the self-
seeded small tree Tamarix chinensis. All vegetation
should be disposed away from the Grebe Pond.

e ARedImported Fire Ant (RIFA) nests was observed at e Contractor
the Pond gate (Plate 2). Any RIFA nest observed on site
should be treated with pesticide as soon as possible to
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prevent further spreading.
Grass cutting is needed around the pond (Plate 3).

Contractor

Minor °
Comments:

Less rubbish was noted in the Pond area. The
Contractor should continue to remove the rubbish
during the routine maintenance work.

Contractor

Water °
quality
checks:

Water quality checks will normally form part of the
Operational Phase monitoring of the Grebe Pond as per
Section 8, Table 7 of the Habitat Creation and
Management Plan. Summarised water quality results
are shown in Table 2 below.

The water level of the pond is approximately at the
+5.6mPD level, no water level adjustment is required.
As a reminder, only freshwater can be pumped into the
Grebe Pond. The contractor should regularly check the
salinity level of the pumped water and avoid pumping
water with high salinity level.

NA

Contractor

Contractor

Avifauna °
monitoring °

No waterbird was recorded within the Pond area.
Crested Myna Acridotheres cristatellus, Eurasian Tree
Sparrow Passer montanus and Barn Swallow Hirundo
rustica were recorded in close proximity to the Pond.
As a reminder, access points to the Pond should remain
locked, as numbers and diversity of bird species are
unlikely to increase if access to the Pond is opened.
Human presence should only be for
management/monitoring purposes.

NA
NA

VUH/Contractor

Table 2. Water quality data for May 2016, Grebe Pond, Nim Wan Sludge Treatment Facilities.

Sample No. Temp. (°C) pH Sal (ppt) DO (mg/L)
1 28.8 8.75 0.06 7.07
2 29.0 8.17 0.06 6.64
3 28.7 7.99 0.06 7.18
Mean 2883 ' 830 10.06 696
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Plate 1

Plate 2

Red Imported Fire Ant (RIFA) nests were observed around the Little Grebe pond.

N / 3'/
-
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Plate 3

Grass around the Pond needs cutting.
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