Environmental Impact Assessment Study

for Sai Sha Road Widening EIA - Final Assessment Report
7 CONCLUSIONS
7.1 Construction Phase

7.1.1

Noise

Potential noise impacts resulting from the Sai Sha Road widening works and the
construction of MOS Rail can be avoided through the use of suitable mitigation
measures including the use of quiet plant, movable noise barriers and by
restricting the number activities and individual items of plant operating
simultaneously. These impacts are temporary and would cease upon the
operation phase of the works.

Landscape and Visual

During the construction phase, the proposed works would have a significant
adverse impact to the landscape and visual environment due to the construction
activities, loss of open area and removal of trees within the project area
including all the temporary works area which would be located within the
project site. These impacts are temporary and would cease upon the operation
phase of the works. Potential mitigation measures including the erection of site
hoardings, efficient programming of works and minimising the damages of
trees are recommended.

7.2 Operational Phase
Noise

7.2.1 If unmitigated the Sai Sha Road widening scheme is likely to generate noise
criteria exceedances of up to 7 dB(A) at 30 of the 54 APs considered in this
assessment. This equates to exceedances at approximately 770 of 2670
dwellings (1.e.. 28 % non compliance).

7.2.2 If the proposed mitigation measures outlined in this assessment are implemented
approximately 480 dwellings will be protected from EIAO-TM criteria
exceedances. It is estimated that the mitigation will benefit (by at least 1dB(A))
approximately 1210 dwellings.

7.2.3 Residual noise impacts, attributable to the Sai Sha Road Widening Scheme are
predicted for approximately 90 dwellings.

7.2.4 Each of the NSRs was also assessed against the three criteria to determine
whether or not they would qualify for indirect technical remedies in accordance
with the ExCo directive. The conclusion of this assessment is that no NSRs
qualify for indirect technical remedies as a result of this scheme.

Landscape and Visual
Landscape /Townscape
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7.2.5

7.2.6

7.2.7

7.2.8

7.2.9

7.2.10

The study area is located on the northern outskirts of the primarily high-rise
residential Ma On Shan new town. It comprises a mix of landscape elements
from existing and future high-rise residential and residential / commercial
developments, to low-rise villages, a holiday village and natural and amenity
woodland planting.

Overall, the landscape quality of the study area is medium. However, a number
of features are more sensitive to change, namely:

reforested amenity planting with fast growing non-native species,
particularly within the urbanised areas and along roads; and

mixed woodland planting, as a landscape buffer and a resource adjacent to
the villages.

In general the upgrading works to Sai Sha Road, together with the roundabout
will cause a number of moderate / significant adverse landscape impacts.
However, these will be localised to the areas adjacent to the road itself. These
impacts are the loss of large areas of reforested amenity planting and mixed
woodland adjacent to Wu Kwai Sha New Village and Lok Wo Sha. Due to the
nature of the works, all landscape impacts in the operational phase will be mid
to long term. However these impacts are considered acceptable with mitigation
measures.

Visual

In general the scheme proposals will cause only /ocalised moderate /
significant adverse visual impacts. These will be suffered by the immediately
adjacent high-rise apartment blocks, both existing and future, namely parts of
Kam Lung Court, Lee On Estate, adjacent low-rise villages such as Wu Kai Sha
New Village and Lok Wo Sha, and future developments adjacent to Lok Wo
Sha and on the quarry. Due to the nature of the works, all visual impacts in the
operational phase will be mid to long term. However these impacts are
considered acceptable with mitigation measures.

Other VSRs will be locally affected but not as greatly. The visual impacts will
arise from four sources, namely:

the extension of the existing infrastructure increasing its dominance as a
feature in views;

the introduction of the footbridge together with subway access;

the introduction of roadside noise mitigation measures; and

the loss of substantial areas of tree planting as visual relief and screening
in the urbanised areas of Ma On Shan.

Mitigation Measures and Residual Impacts

Existing vegetation will be retained/transplanted to other locations within the
site where possible to retain the landscape and visual context of the area. As
reviewed on the Tree Survey Report, 229 nos. (19.5%), 7 nos. (0.6%) and 936
nos. (79.9%) would be retained, transplanted and felled respectively.
Compensatory planting should be provided to compensate the nos. of trees to be
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7.3

7.4

felled within the project site. The area of compensatory planting is estimated to
be about 31,223 sq. m.

7.2.11 With mitigation measures such as sensitive detailing of structures and use of
soil mounding and compensatory planting, the overall works would have a
limited residual impact on the landscape and visual quality of the area.

Land Use

7.2.12 According to the approved Ma On Shan OZP S/MOS/S/5 the land use impact of
the proposed Sai Sha Road Widening would be minimal.

Future Requirements
Environmental Monitoring and Audit

7.3.1 EM&A will be required for construction and operational noise and dust.
Implementation of recommended environmental mitigation measures will also
be monitored and audited. An EM&A Manual will be produced to provide
detailed guidelines on the EM&A programme.

7.3.2 Table 7.3a, which will also be included in the EM&A Manual, summarises the
recommended environmental mitigation measures.

Overall Conclusions

7.4.1 The findings of this EIA has provided information on the nature and extent of
environmental impacts arising from the construction and the operation of the Sai
Sha Road Widening Scheme. The EIA has, where appropriate, identified
mitigation measures to ensure compliance with environmental legislation and
standards.

7.4.2 An impacts summary of the key findings of the study are given in Table 7.3a
and the environmental mitigation implication schedules for construction and
operational phases are presented in Table 7.3b.
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