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Appendix 10.2 Plant Species Recorded in Study Area and Assessment Area 

 
Plant species recorded in Study Area and Assessment Area during April to July 2013 

Scientific Name Native/ Exotic Growth form Status in HK
1
 

Study Area
2
 Assessment Area
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Abutilon indicum Native Subshrub Restricted                   * 

Acacia auriculiformis Exotic Tree  Common, often planted in plantation     **         *   * 

Acacia confusa Exotic Tree  Common, often planted in plantation   * ** *       * *** * 

Acacia mangium Exotic Tree  Common, often planted in plantation     **         *     

Acorus gramineus Native Herb Very common         **     **     

Acronychia pedunculata  Native Tree Very common             *** ***     

Adenosma glutinosum Native Herb Very common     *               

Adiantum flabellulatum Native Herb Very common   *      *   * *     

Adina pilulifera Native Tree Very common         *     *     

Aeginetia indica Native Parasitic herb Common 

 

* 

        Aglaia odorata Exotic Shrub Commonly cultivated                   * 

Alangium chinense Native Tree Common               *   * 

Albizia lebbeck Exotic Tree Common, often planted for roadside plantation 
                *   

Aleurites moluccana Exotic Tree Common, often planted               *   ** 

Allamanda cathartica Exotic Climbing shrub Commonly planted                   * 

Alocasia macrorrhizos Native Herb Very common    * *   * *   *   * 

Alpinia hainanensis Native Herb Very common   *     *     *     

Alpinia stachyodes  Native Herb Common   **     *           

Alternanthera philoxeroides Exotic Herb Common         **           

Alternanthera sessilis Native Herb Common         **           

Alysicarpus vaginalis Native Herb Very common     *               

Amaranthus spinosus Exotic Herb Common     *               

Ampelopsis cantoniensis Native Climber Very common               *     

Antirhea chinensis Native Shrub/ Small tree Very common 

 

* 

        Aporusa dioica Native Tree Very common   *           ***   * 

Aquilaria sinensis Native Tree 

Common, Protected under Cap. 586, listed as Near 

Threatened (NT) in the China Plant Red Data Book and is 

under State protection (Category II) in China (AFCD 

2003), classified as Critically Endangered (CR) on the 

IUCN Red List 

        *     *     

Araucaria heterophylla Exotic Tree Commonly planted               *     

Archidendron clypearia  Native Tree Common               *     

Archidendron lucidum  Native Tree Common   *           *     

Archontophoenix alexandrae  Exotic Tree Commonly planted for greening       *           ** 

Ardisia crenata Native Shrub Common               *     

Ardisia quinquegona Native Small tree Very common         *     **     

Artocarpus altilis  Exotic Tree Planted                   * 

Artocarpus heterophyllus Native Tree Commonly planted for fruit                 *   
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Artocarpus hypargyreus Native Tree 

Common, Listed as Near Threatened (NT) in the China 

Plant Red Data Book and recorded in Illustration of Rare & 

endangered plant in Guangdong Province 

              *     

Asparagus cochinchinensis  Native Climbing shrub Common *           * *     

Aster baccharoides Native Herb Very common **           ** *     

Bambusa spp. Exotic Bamboo clump - 

 

* 

        Baeckea frutescens Native Shrub Very common             *** **     

Bauhinia championii Native Woody climber Common                   * 

Bauhinia glauca Native Woody climber Very common     *               

Bauhinia purpurea Exotic Tree Common                 * * 

Berchemia floribunda Native Climbling shrub Common * *                 

Bidens alba Exotic Herb Very common   * *** * * **   * * * 

Bischofia javanica Native Tree Common               *     

Blechnum orientale Native Herb Very common   * *   *     **     

Boehmeria nivea  Native Shrub Restricted    *     * *       ** 

Bombax ceiba Exotic Tree Commonly planted                 * * 

Bougainvillea spectabilis  Exotic Climbing shrub Commonly planted                   * 

Brachiaria mutica Exotic Herb Very common         *           

Breynia fruticosa Native Shrub Very common         *   * *   * 

Bridelia tomentosa Native Tree Very common     *         * *   

Byttneria aspera Native Woody climber Very common         **     *     

Calliandra haematocephala  Exotic Shrub Commonly cultivated     ***             * 

Callicarpa kochiana Native Shrub Common   *                 

Canna indica Exotic Perennial Herb Common                   * 

Carica papaya Exotic Tree Common, cultivated                   * 

Caryota mitis Exotic Small Tree Palm Commonly planted                   * 

Cassia fistula Exotic Tree Commonly planted for greening 
                  * 

Castanopsis fissa Native Tree Common   ** **               

Casuarina equisetifolia Exotic Tree  
Common, often planted in plantation and along roadside, 

apparently semi-naturalized in the nature 
    ** *         * * 

Cayratia corniculata Native Climber Very common               *     

Celtis sinensis Native Tree Common * * * *       ** * * 

Centella asiatica Native Herb Very common *                   

Centotheca lappacea Native Herb Common   *           * *   

Chloris gayana  Exotic Herb Planted     ***               

Cinnamomum burmannii Native Tree Common                 *   

Cinnamomum camphora Native Tree Common   * *         * * ** 

Citrus limonia  Exotic Small tree Cultivated       *             

Clausena lansium Exotic Tree Commonly planted for fruit               *     

Cleistocalyx nervosum Native Tree Common         *           

Clematis crassifolia Native Climber Restricted   *                 

Clerodendrum cyrtophyllum  Native Shrub/ small tree Common * *         *       
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Clerodendrum fortunatum  Native Shrub Common * *         *       

Cocculus orbiculatus Native Climber Common 

 

* 

        Colocasia esculenta Native Herb Cultivated         *           

Commelina diffusa Native Herb Common     *   **           

Conyza canadensis Exotic Herb Very common *                   

Conyza sumatrensis  Native Herb Common     *             ** 

Cratoxylum cochinchinense Native Tree Very common             * **   * 

Crotalaria pallida var. obovata  Native Herb Common     *         *   ** 

Cuphea petiolata Exotic Shrub Common     *               

Cyclosorus interruptus Native Herb Common     *               

Cyclosorus parasiticus Native Herb Very common   *  *   *     *   * 

Cymbopogon tortilis Native Herb Very common *           *       

Cynodon dactylon Native Herb Very common     *           *   

Cyperus distans Native Herb Common     *               

Cyperus eragrostis Exotic Herb Common     *               

Cyperus iria Native Herb Common     *               

Cyrtococcum patens Native Herb Very common     *             * 

Dalbergia benthamii  Native Woody climber Common   *           ***     

Daphniphyllum calycinum Native Tree Common *           * *     

Delonix regia Exotic Tree Common                   * 

Dendrotrophe varians  Native Woody vine Very common   *                 

Desmodium tortuosum Exotic Subshrub Common     *               

Desmos chinensis Native Shrub Common   *           *     

Dianella ensifolia Native Herb Very common 

 

* 

        Dicranopteris pedata Native Herb Very common *** *         *** * *   

Digitaria longiflora Native Herb Very common     **               

Dimocarpus longan Exotic Tree Restricted         *     * * * 

Dioscorea bulbifera  Native Climber Common   *           *     

Dioscorea cirrhosa Native Climber Common   *           *     

Diospyros morrisiana  Native Tree Very common   ***           *     

Diospyros vaccinioides  Native Shrub 
Very common, regarded as "Critically Endangered" 

according to IUCN Red List 
  *           *     

Diploclisia glaucescens Native Woody vine Common   *           *     

Dischidia chinensis  Native Succulent vine Restricted               *     

Drymaria cordata Native Herb Common           *       * 

Duhaldea cappa  Native Subshrub Common *                   

Duranta erecta  Exotic Shrub Commonly planted                   ** 

Dypsis lutescens  Exotic Shrub palm Commonly planted       *           * 

Elaeocarpus chinensis Native Tree Common    **     *     *     

Elaeocarpus decipiens Native Tree Common     *         *     

Elaeocarpus hainanensis Exotic Tree Commonly planted for greening 
                *   

Eleusine indica Exotic Herb Very common       *       *     
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Eleutherococcus trifoliatus Native Climbing shrub Restricted *                   

Embelia laeta Native Climber Very common   *           *     

Embelia vestita Native Climber Common   *                 

Emilia sonchifolia Native Herb Very common *   *           *   

Eragrostis curvula  Native Herb Planted     *               

Erythrina speciosa Exotic Tree Planted                   * 

Eucalyptus camaldulensis  Exotic Tree Common, often planted in plantation 
    **             * 

Eucalyptus citriodora Exotic Tree Common, often planted in plantation 
    *               

Eucalyptus tereticornis Exotic Tree Common, often planted in plantation 
                  * 

Euphorbia hirta Exotic Herb Common                 *   

Eurya nitida Native Shrub Very common   *     *     *     

Ficus benjamina Exotic Tree Commonly planted                    * 

Ficus elastica Exotic Tree Common     * *           * 

Ficus fistulosa Native Tree Common         *     * *   

Ficus hirta Native Shrub Common               *     

Ficus hispida Native Tree Very common   *  * * * *   * *   

Ficus microcarpa Native Tree Common     **         * * * 

Ficus pumila Native Climbing woody vine Very common 
    *               

Ficus pyriformis Native Shrub common               *     

Ficus rumphii  Exotic Tree  Commonly planted                 *   

Ficus subpisocarpa Native Tree Common                 *   

Ficus variegata var. chlorocarpa Native Tree Common         * *   *     

Ficus variolosa Native Shrub/ Small tree Very common   *           *     

Garcinia oblongifolia Native Tree Very common               *     

Gardenia jasminoides Native Shrub Common               *     

Glochidion eriocarpum Native Tree Very common               *     

Glochidion wrightii Native Tree Very common   *                 

Gnetum luofuense Native Clmber 
Very common, regarded as "Near Threatened" according to 

IUCN Red list 
              **     

Hedyotis acutangula Native Herb Very common   *           *     

Hedyotis auricularia Native Herb Common *                   

Helicteres angustifolia Native Subshrub Very common             * *     

Heterosmilax japonica Native Climber Common               *     

Hibiscus rosa-sinensis Exotic Shrub Common                   * 

Ilex asprella Native Shrub Very common * **         * *     

Ilex pubescens Native Shrub Very common   **         * *     

Ipomoea cairica Exotic Climber, twining herb Very common 
    *   ** **   *   ** 

Ischaemum barbatum Native Herb Very common **           **       

Ixora chinensis Native Shrub Restricted                 *   

Jatropha integerrima Exotic Shrub Cultivated                 *   

Kalanchoe daigremontiana  Exotic Herb Common                   * 
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Kyllinga nemoralis Native Herb Very common               *     

Kyllinga polyphylla Exotic Herb Common           **         

Lagerstroemia speciosa Exotic Tree Commonly planted                   * 

Lantana camara Exotic Shrub Very common * *  * * * ** * *     

Lespedeza formosa  Native Shrub Common             * *     

Leucaena leucocephala Exotic Tree Very common    * * * *   * * * * 

Ligustrum sinense Native Shrub/ Small tree Common     *       * * * * 

Lilium brownii  Native  Herb Restricted, Protected under Cap.96 in HK 

*                   

Lindera aggregata  Native Shrub/ Small tree Restricted   *                 

Lindsaea orbiculata Native Herb Very common *           * *     

Litchi chinensis Exotic Tree Restricted                   * 

Lithocarpus glaber  Native Tree Common               **     

Litsea cubeba Native Tree Common   *         * *     

Litsea glutinosa Native Tree Very common   *           ** * * 

Litsea rotundifolia var. oblongifolia Native Tree Very common   **           *     

Livistona chinensis Exotic Tree Planted                   * 

Lonicera japonica Native Climber Restricted     *               

Lonicera macrantha  Native Common Climber *                   

Lophatherum gracile Native Herb Very common   *       *   *     

Lophostemon confertus Exotic Tree Commonly planted     *         *     

Lygodium flexuosum Native Climber Very common                 *   

Lygodium japonicum Native Climber Very common   *   *     ** *   ** 

Macaranga tanarius var. tomentosa  Native Tree Common   * * * *     * * * 

Machilus chekiangensis Native Tree Very common ** ***     *   ** ***     

Macroptilium atropurpureum Exotic Procumbent herb Common     **               

Macroptilium lathyroides Exotic Herb Common     * *             

Macrothelypteris torresiana  Native Herb Very common 

 

* 

        Maesa perlarius Native Shrub Common               *     

Mallotus paniculatus Native Tree Very common * * *     *   ** * * 

Mariscus cyperoides  Native Herb Common     *               

Melaleuca cajuputi subsp. cumingiana Exotic Tree Commonly planted                 * ** 

Melastoma dodecandrum Native Diffuse Subshrub Common     **       * *     

Melastoma malabathricum Native Shrub Common * * **       * *     

Melastoma sanguineum Native Shrub Common   * **       * *     

Melia azedarach Exotic Tree Common                 *   

Melicope pteleifolia  Native Tree Common   *         * *     

Melinis repens Exotic Herb Very common     * *           *** 

Melodinus suaveolens Native Woody climber Common   *           *     

Michelia x alba  Exotic Tree Widely cultivated               * * * 

Microcos nervosa Native Tree Common               *   * 

Microstegium ciliatum Native Herb Very common   * *   ** ***   **     
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Mikania micrantha Exotic Climbing herb Very common     *   ** **   * *   

Mimosa pudica Exotic Herb Very common     * *             

Miscanthus floridulus Native Herb Common *   *     ** *       

Miscanthus sinensis Native Herb Very common               *     

Morinda parvifolia Native Climbing shrub Very common * *         *       

Mucuna birdwoodiana Native Woody climber Common               *     

Murdannia nudiflora  Native Herb Common     *               

Musa x paradisiaca Exotic Perennial herb Commonly cultivated         ** *   *     

Mussaenda erosa Native Climbing shrub Common               *     

Mussaenda pubescens Native Climbing shrub Very common * *         * *     

Nephrolepis auriculata Native Herb Common                   * 

Neyraudia reynaudiana Native Herb Common ** * ** * * *** ** *   *** 

Ophiopogon japonicus  Native Herb Common         **     **   * 

Oxalis debilis subsp. corymbosa  Exotic Herb Common     *               

Paederia scandens Native Climber Very common       * *     * ** * 

Palhinhaea cernua Native Creeping herb Very common **           ** *     

Pandanus austrosinensis Native Herb Common    *           *     

Panicum brevifolium Native Herb Very common                   * 

Panicum maximum Exotic Herb Very common       *       * * *** 

Parthenocissus dalzielii  Exotic Climber 
Regarded as Very Rare in Xing et al. (2000), widely 

planted in HK for vertical greening 
    *           * *** 

Paspalum conjugatum Exotic Herb Common     *     *         

Paspalum notatum Exotic Herb Common     ****               

Paspalum urvillei  Exotic Herb Common     ** *             

Passiflora suberosa  Exotic Herbaceous climber Common 

                *   

Peltophorum pterocarpum Exotic Tree Commonly planted                   * 

Pennisetum alopecurodies Native Herb Common     *               

Pennisetum purpureum  Exotic Herb Very common           **         

Peperomia pellucida Native Herb Common         *           

Phoenix roebelenii  Exotic Small Tree Palm Commonly planted                   * 

Phyllanthus cochinchinensis Native Shrub Very common   *           *     

Phyllanthus emblica Native Tree Very common   ** *       * **   ** 

Pilea microphylla Exotic Herb Very common         *           

Plantago major Native Herb Very common         *           

Platycladus orientalis  Exotic Small tree Commonly cultivated                   * 

Podocarpus macrophyllus var. maki Exotic Tree Commonly cultivated                   * 

Pogonatherum crinitum  Native Herb Common     *               

Polygonum chinense Native Herb Very common                   * 

Polyspora axillaris Native Tree Very common   **                 

Praxelis clematidea Exotic Herb Very common     * *   *   *     

Pronephrium simplex Native Herb Very common 

 

* 

        Psidium guajava Exotic Tree Common               *     
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Psychotria asiatica Native Shrub Very common   *     **     ***     

Psychotria serpens Native Semi-woody climber Very common 
              *     

Pteridium aquilinum var. latiusculum Native Herb Common     *               

Pteris biaurita  Native Herb Common         *           

Pteris multifida Native Herb Very common         *           

Pteris semipinnata Native Herb Very common   * *   *     *     

Pteris vittata Native Herb Very common     * *       *     

Pueraria lobata Native Climber Very common       * * **         

Pycreus polystachyos Native Herb Very common     *               

Reevesia thyrsoidea Native Tree Common               *     

Rhaphiolepis indica Native Shrub or small tree Very common 
* * **       * *     

Rhapis excelsa  Native Shrub palm Commonly planted                   * 

Rhododendron pulchrum  Exotic Shrub Commonly planted                   * 

Rhododendron sp. Native Shrub The wild population is protected under Cap.96 in HK 
              *     

Rhodomyrtus tomentosa Native Shrub Very common *** *** **   *   ***       

Rhus chinensis Native Tree Common   * *       * *     

Rhus hypoleuca Native Tree Common     *               

Rhus succedanea Native Tree Common * *     * * * ** *   

Rhynchospora rubra Native Herb Very common               *     

Rourea microphylla  Native Woody climber Common               *     

Roystonea regia  Exotic Tree Commonly planted                   * 

Rubus leucanthus Native Climbing shrub Common   *                 

Rubus reflexus Native Climbing shrub Very common * *         * *     

Sacciolepis indica Native Herb Very common     *               

Sageretia thea Native Shrub Common               *     

Sapium discolor Native Tree  Very common   *                 

Sarcandra glabra Native Subshrub Common   *           *     

Sarcosperma laurinum Native Tree Very common 

 

* 

        Schefflera heptaphylla Native Tree  Very common * *           **     

Schima superba Native Tree Common               *     

Schizostachyum dumetorum Native Bamboo Very common               ****     

Scleria ciliaris  Native Herb Very common   *         * *     

Scolopia chinensis Native Tree  Common               *     

Scutellaria indica  Native Herb Common *                   

Selaginella doederleinii  Native Herb Common   *               * 

Sesbania cannabina Exotic Subshrub Common                   * 

Setaria pumila Native Herb Very common     **             ** 

Smilax china Native Climbing shrub Very common *           * *     

Smilax glabra Native Climbing shrub Very common *           *       

Smilax lanceifolia var. opaca Native Climbing shrub Common   *                 

Solanum torvum Exotic Shrub Common         *     *     
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Solena amplexicaulis Native Herbaceous climber Very common 
        *     *     

Sonchus oleraceus Exotic Herb Very common                 *   

Spermacoce stricta  Native Herb Restricted     *         *     

Sphenomeris chinensis Native Herb Common *   *   *   * *     

Stephania longa Native Climber Common   *                 

Sterculia lanceolata Native Tree Very common   *           **     

Strophanthus divaricatus Native Woody climber Common   *                 

Symplocos glauca Native Tree Common   *           *     

Syngonium auritum Exotic Climber Common                   ** 

Syngonium podophyllum Exotic Climber  Common         *           

Syzygium buxifolium  Native Shrub Common               *     

Syzygium hancei Native Tree Common               *     

Syzygium jambos Exotic Tree Common               *     

Tadehagi triquetrum Native Shrub Very common     *               

Ternstroemia gymnanthera Native Tree Common 

 

* 

        Tetracera asiatica Native Woody climber Very common   *           *     

Tetradium glabrifolium  Native  Tree Common 

       

* 

  Thevetia peruviana Native Small tree Common                 * * 

Tithonia diversifolia Exotic Herb Common           **         

Toona sinensis  Exotic Tree Planted                 *   

Tylophora ovata Native Slender woody climber Common 
              *     

Uvaria macrophylla Native Woody climber Common               *     

Vernicia montana Exotic Tree Common, cultivated   ** *               

Vernonia cinerea Native Herb Very common               * *   

Viburnum odoratissimum Native Tree Very common             * *   * 

Viola diffusa Native Herb Common             * *     

Vitex quinata Native Tree Common             * *     

Wedelia trilobata Exotic Herb Common     ** *           ** 

Wikstroemia nutans Native Shrub Common   *                 

Zanthoxylum avicennae Native Tree Common * * *       * *     

Zanthoxylum nitidum Native Climbing shrub Very common               *     

Zanthoxylum scandens Native Climbing shrub Common   *                 

Total Plant Species Recorded 309 39 94 85 25 51 22 47 150 44 81 

 
Notes: 
1 - Status follows Xing et al. 2000.  
2 - Code for Abundance: ****= Abundant, *** = Frequent, ** = Occasional, * = Scarce 
 


