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Acacia auriculiformis Tree Exotic, common * ** **

Acacia confusa Tree Exotic, common * * ** *** * ** **

Acanthus ilicifolius Shrub Common *

Acrostichum aureum Fern

Restricted fern but usually found in 

mangrove fringes and wetland *

Aeschynomene indica Herb Very common *

Ageratum conyzoides Herb Exotic, very common * ** ** * * * *

Aglaia odorata Shrub/Small tree Exotic, commonly planted ** ** * **

Albizia lebbeck Tree Exotic, common ** * ** *

Aleurites moluccana Tree Exotic, commonly planted * * * *

Allamanda schottii Shrub Exotic, commonly planted *

Alocasia odora Perennial herb Common * * ** * * * * ** ** * * *

Aloe vera var. chinensis Herb Exotic, commonly cultivated *

Alpinia zerumbet Herb Common *

Alternanthera philoxeroides Perennial herb Exotic, common **

Alternanthera sessilis Perennial herb Very common ** * *

Amaranthus viridis Herb Common * * * *

Annona squamosa Tree Exotic, commonly planted *

Araucaria heterophylla Tree Exotic, commonly planted * * * *

Archontophoenix alexandrae Tree palm Exotic, often planted **

Artocarpus macrocarpus Tree Exotic, commonly planted for their fruits * * * * * * *

Arundinella setosa Perennial herb Very common *

Asparagus densiflorus cv. Sprengeri Climbing herb Exotic, planted ** * ** *

Aster subulatus Perennial herb Exotic * * *

Averrhoa carambola Small tree Exotic, planted for their fruits *

Axonopus compressus Herb Exotic, common, also planted **

Bacopa monnieri Herb Common *

Bambusa spp. Clumped tree bamboo Common * * * * *

Bambusa vulgaris cv. Wamin Clumped tree bamboo Exotic, planted *

Basella alba Climber/ Twining herb Exotic, usually cultivated *

Bauhinia blakeana Tree Common ** ** * *

Bauhinia purpurea Tree Exotic, common in planting *

Bauhinia variegata Tree Exotic, common in planting ** ** *

Benincasa hispida Herbaceous vine Exotic, cultivated ** *

Bidens alba Herb Exotic, very common ** *** *** ** ** ** *** *** *** ** * *** ** * ** * * *

Bidens pilosa Herb Exotic, common **

Bischofia javanica Tree

Common, usually in Fung Shui wood, 

also planted * * * *

Boehmeria nivea Subshrub/Shrub Very common *

Bombax ceiba Tree Exotic, very common ** * * *

Bougainvillea spectabilis Climbing shrub Exotic, cultivated * **

Brachiaria mutica Perennial herb Exotic, common *** **** *** ** *** *** **** ** *** *

Brassica chinensis Biennial herb Exotic, usually cultivated ** *

Bridelia tomentosa Shrub/Small tree Very common * * * *

Calliandra haematocephala Shrub Exotic, cultivated ** ** ** ***

Canna indica Herb Exotic, commonly planted *

Carica papaya Tree Exotic, widely cultivated * * * ** * *

Carmona microphylla Shrub Exotic, cultivated * **

Caryota ochlandra Tree palm Exotic, commonly planted * ** **

Cassia alata Shrub Exotic, planted * *

Cassia fistula Tree Exotic, often planted *

Cassia mimosoides Subshrubby herb Common *

Cassia surattensis Shrub/Small tree Exotic, often planted *** * *

Casuarina equisetifolia Tree Exotic, common * ** * ** **

Celtis sinensis Tree Very common * * * * ** * ** **

Chloris barbata Perennial herb Very common ** * * * * * * *

Chrysalidocarpus lutescens Shrub palm Exotic, often planated * **

Cinnamomum burmannii Tree Common, also widely planted * * *

Cinnamomum camphora Tree Common, also widely planted *

Citrus maxima Tree Exotic, widely cultivated * * * *

Citrus reticulata Small tree Exotic, widely cultivated * *

Citrus sinensis Tree Exotic, widely cultivated *

Clausena lansium Small tree Exotic, widely cultivated ** * * * *

Clerodendranthus spicatus Perennial herb Exotic, common *

Clerodendrum japonicum Shrub Exotic, common * *

Codiaeum variegatum Shrub Exotic, often planted **

Coix lacryma-jobi Herb Common *

Colocasia esculenta Herb Very common * * **

Commelina diffusa Herb Common ** ** *** ** *

Conyza canadensis Herb Exotic, very common * *

Conyza sumatrensis Herb Exotic, very common * *

Cordia dichotoma Tree

Restricted tree species usually found in 

lowland forest and Fung Shui woods, 

also planted *

Cordyline fruticosa Shrub Exotic, often planted **

Crateva unilocularis Tree Exotic, commonly planted * *

Cyclosorus interruptus Fern Very common * ***

Cyclosorus parasiticus Fern Very common * * * * *

Cynodon dactylon Perennial herb Common *** *** ** ** ** *

Cyperus haspan Herb Common *

Cyperus distans Herb Common ** *

Cyperus iria Herb Common ** * *

Dactyloctenium aegyptium Herb Very common * *
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Delonix regia Tree Exotic, commonly planted * ** * * * **

Desmodium tortuosum Subshrub Exotic, common *

Desmodium triflorum Herb Very common **

Digitaria ciliaris Herb Very common ***

Digitaria sanguinalis Herb Common **

Dimocarpus longan Tree

Exotic, fruit tree commonly planted and 

semi-naturalized in HK * * * * * * * * * * *

Duranta erecta Climbing shrub Exotic, cultivated ** * ** *

Echinochloa colona Herb Common **

Echinochloa crusgalli Herb Very common * * * * *

Eclipta prostrata Perennial herb Very common * * *

Eichhornia crassipes Aquatic herb Exotic, common * **

Elephantopus scaber Perennial herb Very common *

Eleusine indica Herb Very common *** * ** * ** * * * *

Emilia sonchifolia Herb Very common * * * * *

Eriobotrya japonica Small tree Exotic, widely cultivated * * * * *

Eucalyptus citriodora Tree Exotic, common * ** * * ** *** *

Eupatorium catarium Herb Exotic, very common ***

Euphorbia hirta Herb Exotic, very common * * * * * * * *

Euphorbia maculata Herb Exotic, very common *

Euphorbia thymifolia Herb Very common *

Ficus benjamina Tree Exotic, widely planted * * * **

Ficus elastica Tree Exotic, widely planted * * *

Ficus hispida Shrub/Small tree Very common * * ** * * * *

Ficus microcarpa Tree Very common, also planted * ** * ** *

Ficus microcarpa (Shrub) Shrub

Shrub form is commonly planted for 

ornamental purpose ** ** **

Ficus rumphii Tree Exotic, common * *

Ficus superba var. japonica Tree Common * *

Ficus virens var. sublanceolata Tree Common * *

Fimbristylis nutans Herb Common, restricted *

Flueggea virosa Shrub Common *

Gardenia jasminoides var. fortuniana Shrub Exotic, commonly planted *

Grevillea robusa Tree Exotic, usually planted *

Hedychium coccineum Perennial herb Exotic, usually planted *

Hedychium coronarium Perennial herb Exotic, usually cultivated * * * * * *

Hedyotis auricularia Herb Very common *

Hedyotis diffusa Herb Very common * *

Hibiscus rosa-sinensis Shrub Exotic, cultivated * ** *** * ** *

Hibiscus tiliaceus Shrub/Small tree Very common ** * * *** **

Imperata koenigii Herb Common **

Ipomoea aquatica Herb Exotic, usually cultivated *** ** ** ** ** *

Ipomoea babatas Herb Exotic, usually cultivated * * * * *

Ipomoea cairica Climber/ Twining herb Exotic, very common ** ** ** *** ** * ** ** ** ** * **

Ipomoea triloba Herb Common ** * *** ** * * * *

Ixora chinensis Shrub Often planted * **

Ixora coccinea Shrub Exotic, widely cultivated ** ** **

Khaya senegalensis Tree Exotic, planted * *

Koelreuteria bipinnata Tree Exotic, planted * *

Kyllinga aromatica Herb Common * *

Kyllinga monocephala Herb Very common * * *

Lactuca sativa Herb Exotic, usually cultivated **** ***

Lagerstroemia speciosa Tree Exotic, common ** ** **

Lantana camara Shrub Exotic, very common * ** * * **

Lantana montevidensis Climbing shrub Exotic, commonly planted **

Leucaena leucocephala Shrub/Small tree

Exotic, locally common, planted or 

naturalized in disturbed area * * * ** * ** *** * ** *** ** ** **

Ligustrum sinense Shrub/Small tree Common, also planted * * * * * *

Lindernia antipoda Herb Common * *

Liquidambar formosana Tree Common, also very commonly planted *

Litchi chinensis Tree

Exotic, widely cultivated for fruits, also 

planted in Fung Shui wood ** ** * * ** ** * ** * *

Litsea glutinosa Tree Common *

Livistona chinensis Tree palm Exotic, common * **

Lophatherum gracile Herb Very common *

Ludwigia adscendens Perennial herb Common *

Ludwigia octovalvis Perennial herb Common * * *

Ludwigia perennis Perennial herb Common * * * * *

Lygodium japonicum Fern Very common *

Macaranga tanarius Small tree Very common * * * * * * * * ** * * * * *

Macroptilium lathyroides Herb Exotic, common * **

Macrothelypteris torresiana Fern Very common *

Malvastrum coromandelinum Shrub Common *

Mangifera indica Tree Exotic, widely cultivated for fruits * * * * * * *

Manilkara zapota Tree Exotic, planted *

Melaleuca quinquenervia Tree Exotic, common ** *** *

Melastoma candidum Shrub Common, commonly planated **

Melia azedarach Tree Exotic, commonly planted * * * * * * * *

Merremia hederacea Herbaceous climber Common * * *

Michelia x alba Tree Exotic, planted * *

Mikania micrantha Climbing herb Exotic, common *** ** ** ** *** ** * ** ** * ** * * ** * * *

Mimosa pudica Herb Exotic, common ** **

Miscanthus floridulus Perennial herb Common * **

Miscanthus sinensis Perennial herb Very common *

Monstera deliciosa Climber/ Shrub Exotic, often planted *

Morus alba Tree Common, semi-naturalized in HK * *

Murraya paniculata Small tree Exotic, commonly planted * * * *
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Musa x paradisiaca Perennial herb Exotic, commonly planted for their fruits ** ** * * * * * * * ** *

Nymphaea alba var. rubra Herb Exotic, planted *

Nymphaea spp. Herb Exotic, planted *

Oxalis corniculata Perennial herb Very common * * * *

Oxalis corymbosa Perennial herb Very common * *

Paederia scandens Climber Very common * **

Panicum maximum Perennial herb Exotic, common *** *** * ** ** * ** * *** ** ** * * * **

Panicum paludosum Perennial herb Common **

Panicum repens Perennial herb Very common *** * * *

Paspalum conjugatum Perennial herb Exotic, very common ** ** **

Paspalum orbiculare Perennial herb Very common *

Paspalum paspaloides Perennial herb Very common ** *

Passiflora foetida Herbaceous climber Exotic, very common *

Peltophorum pterocarpum Tree Exotic, often planted *

Pennisetum alopecuroides Perennial herb Common *

Pennisetum purpureum Perennial herb Very common * ** ** * ** * * * *

Phoenix hanceana Tree palm Often planted * *

Phoenix roebelenii Tree palm Often planted **

Phragmites australis Perennial herb Common ** * * ** **** * *** *

Phyllanthus niruri Herb Common *

Phyllanthus urinaria Herb Common *

Pinus elliottii Tree

Exotic, widely planted in early HK 

restoration history * * *

Plumeria rubra Tree Exotic, often planted * *

Polygonum chinense Herb Very common ** *

Polygonum glabrum Herb Common * *

Polygonum hydropiper Herb Common *

Polygonum japonicum Herb Common *

Polygonum lapathifolium Herb Common * *

Portulaca oleracea Herb Very common * * *

Prunus persica Tree Exotic, planted *

Psidium guajava Tree Exotic, often planted * * * * * * *

Pueraria lobata Climber Very common ** * *

Ranunculus sceleratus Herb

Restricted herbs, but commonly found in 

cultivated field and wetlands *

Ravenala madagascariensis Tree Exotic, often planted *

Rhaphiolepis indica Shrub Common *

Rhododendron pulchrum Shrub

Exotic, this species and its varieties are 

commonly planted ** ** **

Rhodomyrtus tomentosa Shrub Very common, also planted **

Rhynchelytrum repens Perennial herb Exotic, common ** ** * *

Ricinus communis Shrub Exotic, common * * *

Roystonea regia Tree palm Exotic, often planted **

Rumex trisetifer Herb Common **

Saccharum spontaneum Perennial herb Common *

Sapium sebiferum Tree Common * *

Schefflera arboricola Climbing shrub Exotic, planted ** ** * ** **

Schefflera heptaphylla Tree Very common * *

Scoparia dulcis Herb Exotic, common *

Sesbania cannabina Herb Exotic, common * * * *** * * *

Solanum nigrum Herb Very common * * * *

Solanum torvum Shrub Common * *

Sonneratia caseolaris Shrub

Exotic mangrove species, recently 

established in HK *

Spathodea campanulata Tree Exotic, often planted * * *

Sterculia lanceolata Tree Tree, very common *

Strelitzia reginae Herb Exotic, often planted *

Syngonium auritum Herb Exotic, often planted *

Syzygium jambos Tree

Exotic, common, in Fung Shui wood, 

also planted * *

Thuja orientalis Tree Exotic, commonly planted *

Torulinium odoratum Herb Exotic, common * *

Tradescantia spathacea Herb Exotic, often planted **

Trema tomentosa Shrub/Small tree Common * * *

Tridax procumbens Herb Exotic, very common *

Typha angustifolia Perennial herb Exotic, common *** * **

Urena lobata Subshrub Common ** *

Vernonia cinerea Herb Very common * * * * *

Wedelia trilobata Perennial herb Exotic, widely planted and weedy ** ** ** ** ** **

Youngia japonica Herb Very common * * *

Zanthoxylum avicennae Tree Common * * *

Total number of plant species 228 30 20 12 9 39 78 13 23 4 50 13 11 71 87 31 69 19 78 39 30
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