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CULTURAL HERITAGE 

Figure 8.9 SSS Rectified Image Showing Sonar Contact D-SC053, D-SC054 and 
D-SC055 

 

8.4.3 Establishment of Marine Archaeological Potential 

There are 85 sonar contacts (D-SC001 to D-SC085) identified in the Assessment Area, most of the 

sonar contacts are interpreted as debris, seventeen of sonar contacts are possibly gravel patches (D-

SC002, D-SC003, D-SC012, D-SC014, D-SC015, D-SC026, D-SC029, D-SC031, D-SC033, D-

SC046, D-SC049, D-SC053, D-SC059, D-SC061, D-SC064, D-SC071 and D-SC074), and four of the 

sonar contacts are linear debris (D-SC010, D-SC017, D-SC018 and D-SC082).  Due to their random 

placement, the diminished intensity of the sonar contact, small in size, irregular shape, and lack of a 

shadow to indicate they have some elevation, they have been interpreted as natural material and of 

no archaeological potential.  Sonar Contacts, D-SC005, D-SC009, D-SC013 & D-SC055 have 

comparatively strong signal strength and are of regular shape, and possibly of marine archaeology 

potential.  Nevertheless, because of the muddy/silty seabed, objects such as cannon would sink into 

the seabed, these sonar contacts are most likely to be modern, recently deposited debris that would 

not be of high archaeological potential.  There are no wrecks / obstructions found in the UKHO 

Wrecks database for the MAI Assessment Area.  No other features of archaeological interest were 

observed in the area.   

No sub-bottom anomalies of marine archaeology potential were observed.   

8.5 Potential Sources of Impact 

The construction works of the proposed Po Toi (Southeast) FCZ, would mainly be on-site assembly 

and anchorage of fish rafts/cages within the Project Area, and will be carried out by the fish farmers 

who obtain marine fish culture licences in this new FCZ.  Maintenance dredging or removal of 

sediments is not anticipated during FCZ operation under the Project.   
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