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Acacia auriculiformis Ear-leaved Acacia tree exotic Widely cultivated in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

++++ ++++

Acacia confusa Taiwan Acacia tree exotic Widely cultivated in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ + + ++ +++ + + + ++ +++ +

Adiantum flabellulatum Fan-leaved Maidenhair herb native - - + +

Ageratum conyzoides Billygoat-weed herb exotic
Naturalized and widely distributed in 
Hong Kong

- ++ + ++ ++ + ++

Alangium chinense Chinese Alangium shrub or tree native Common in Hong Kong - + +

Albizia lebbeck Lebbeck Tree tree exotic Cultivated in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ + +

Aleurites moluccana Candlenut Tree tree exotic Widely cultivated in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+

Allium fistulosum Welsh Onion herb exotic Cultivated - + +

Alocasia macrorrhizos Giant Alocasia
perennial 
herb

native Common in Hong Kong - ++ + + + ++ ++ + ++ + + + + + ++ ++ + +

Aloe vera Chinese Aloe
perennial 
herb

exotic Cultivated - + + +

Alternanthera paronychioides Smooth Chaff-flower
perennial 
herb

exotic Mai Po, Tai Shan Wai - +

Alternanthera philoxeroides Alligator-weed
perennial 
herb

exotic Common in Hong Kong. Naturalized - + +

Amaranthus viridis Green Amaranth herb native Common in Hong Kong - + +

Amaranthus spinosus Spiny Amaranth herb exotic Common in Hong Kong. Naturalized - + + +

Ampelopsis heterophylla var. kulingensis Kuling Ampelopsis woody vine native Common in Hong Kong - + +

Annona squamosa Sugar-apple tree exotic

Hong Kong Zoological & Botanical 
Gardens, The University of Hong 
Kong Tai Po, Tai Mo Shan, Kei Ling 
Ha Hoi, Sai Kung (cultivated)

IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+

Anredera cordifolia Cordate-leaved Anredera Climber exotic restricted - +
Aporosa dioica Aporosa tree native Common in Hong Kong - + + + + + + ++

Aquilaria sinensis Incense Tree tree native Common in Hong Kong

Protected under Protection of 
Endangered Species of Animals 
and Plants Ordinance (Cap. 586); 
Rare and Precious Plants of Hong 
Kong (Status of China): Category 2 
& 3 (Near Threatened); Listed in 
Wild Plants under State Protection: 
Category ll; China Plant Red Data 
Book: Vulnerable; Rare and 
Endangered Plants and National 
Key Protected Plants in 
Guangdong: Near Threatened; 
Recorded in Illustration of Rare and 
Endangered Plants in Guangdong 
Province; Threatened Species List 
of China's Higher Plants: 
Vulnerable; IUCN Red List (ver. 
2022.2): Vulnerable

+ + + + + +

Araucaria columnaris Cook Pine tree exotic -
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+

Archontophoenix alexandrae Alexandra Palm tree palm exotic Commonly cultivated
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+

Ardisia quinquegona Asiatic Ardisia small tree native Widely distributed in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ +

Artocarpus heterophyllus Jackfruit tree exotic Cultivated - + + + + +

Asystasia micrantha -
perennial 
ascending 
herbs

exotic Cultivated or naturalized - + ++ + ++ ++ + + + + + +

Averrhoa carambola Carambola small tree exotic Cultivated - + + +

Bacopa monnieri Water Hyssop herb native
Tai Long Wan, Sha Tin, Plover 
Cove, Lai Chi Wo, Luk Keng, Kat O

IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+

Baeckea frutescens Dwarf Mountain Pine
shrub or 
small tree

native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+

Bambusa spp. -
clumped tree 
bamboo

- - - + + + + +

Bauhinia championii Champion's Bauhinia climber: vine native Common in Hong Kong - ++
Bauhinia spp. - - - - - + + +

Benincasa hispida White Gourd
herbaceous 
vine

exotic Cultivated - +

Bidens alba - herb exotic
Naturalized and widely distributed in 
Hong Kong

- + +++ +++ + + ++ + ++ ++ ++ +++ +++ + + ++ + ++ + ++ ++

Bischofia javanica Autumn Maple tree native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ +

Blechnum orientale Oriental Blechnum herb native - - + ++ ++ ++ +

Bothriochloa bladhii Australian Bluestem
perennial 
herb

native Common in Hong Kong - +

Bougainvillea spectabilis Brazil Bougainvillea
climbing 
shrub

exotic
Cultivated in gardens or as a pot 
plant

- ++ + ++ + +

Brachiaria mutica Blunt Signal-grass herb exotic
Aberdeen, Sha Tin, Yuen Long, 
Nam Sang Wai, San Tin, Mai Po, 
Plover Cove, Tsing Yi

IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

++++ +++ + +++ ++++ +++ + + + +++

Brassica rapa var. parachinensis Flowering Chinese Cabbage biennial herb exotic Cultivated - + +

Breynia fruticosa Waxy Leaf shrub native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ + + + + + + +

Bridelia tomentosa Pop-gun Seed
shrub or 
small tree

native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ + + ++ + + + + ++ +

Broussonetia papyrifera Paper Mulberry tree native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ + + + + +

Calliandra haematocephala Pink Powder Puff shrub exotic Cultivated - ++ + ++ ++ + + ++ +

Cansjera rheedii -
climbing 
shrub

native - - +

Capsicum annuum Long Pepper herb exotic Cultivated
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ +

Capsicum annuum var. conoides Cone Pepper
perennial 
herb

exotic - - +

Carica papaya Papaya tree exotic Cultivated
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Data 
Deficient

++ ++ + +

Caryota maxima Fishtail Palm tree palm exotic Cultivated - + + + +

Caryota mitis Small Fishtail Palm tree palm exotic Cultivated
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+

Casuarina equisetifolia Horsetail Tree tree exotic Cultivated
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ ++ ++ + ++ +
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Catharanthus roseus Periwinkle herb exotic Cultivated - + +

Celosia argentea Wild Coxcomb herb native
Kowloon, Sha Tin, Fanling, Sheung 
Shui, Lantau Island

IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+

Celtis sinensis Chinese Hackberry tree native
Common in Hong Kong and widely 
planted

IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ + ++ ++ + + + + + ++ + ++ +

Cerbera manghas Cerbera tree native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ + + +

Cinnamomum camphora Camphor Tree large tree native
Common in Hong Kong. Also widely 
cultivated

IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ ++ ++ + ++ + ++

Cinnamomum parthenoxylon Yellow Cinnamomum large tree native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ +

Citrus limon Lemon small tree exotic - - +

Citrus maxima Pummelo tree exotic Cultivated
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+

Citrus reticulata Mandarin small tree exotic Cultivated - +

Clausena lansium Wampi small tree exotic Cultivated
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ + ++

Cleome rutidosperma - herb exotic Cultivated - + +

Clerodendrum fortunatum Glorybower shrub native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ +

Coccinia grandis  Ivy-gourd
herbaceous 
vines

native
Wong Chuk Hang, Tsuen Wan, 
Shan Liu, Ping Shan

- + + + + + + + +

Cocculus orbiculatus Snail Seed climber: vine native Common in Hong Kong - + +

Codiaeum variegatum Garden Croton shrub exotic Cultivated
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ +

Coix lacryma-jobi Job's tears herb native Common in Hong Kong - + +

Colocasia esculenta Taro herb exotic Cultivated or wild
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+++ ++ + +++ ++ +

Commelina diffusa Diffuse Day-flower herb native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

++ ++ + + + ++ ++ + + ++ +

Conyza sumatrensis - herb exotic
Naturalized and widely distributed in 
Hong Kong

- + +

Corymbia citriodora Lemon-scented Gum tree exotic Cultivated
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+

Corymbia torelliana Cadaga tree exotic Cultivated
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

++ ++

Cratoxylum cochinchinense Yellow Cow Wood shrub or tree native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ + + +

Crotalaria pallida var. obovata Smooth Crotalaria herb exotic Naturalized in Hong Kong - +

Curcuma longa - herb exotic Cultivated
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Data 
Deficient

+ +

Cuscuta campestris - herb native Common in Hong Kong - +

Cuscuta chinensis Chinese Dodder parasitic herb native Sha Tin - + +

Cyclosorus interruptus Interrupted Tri-vein Fern herb native -
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

++++ +++ ++++ +++ +

Cyclosorus parasiticus Wood-fern herb native - - + + ++

Cynodon dactylon Couch Grass
perennial 
herb

native Common in Hong Kong - +++ +++

Cyperus involucratus Umbrella Plant herb exotic Cultivated or naturalized - ++ + + ++ + + + + + +

Cyperus malaccensis Malacea Galingale herb native
Yuen Long, Castle Peak, Sha Po 
Tsuen, Lung Kwu Tan, Silver Mine 
Bay

- +

Cyperus spp. - herb - - - ++ ++

Daphniphyllum calycinum - tree native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+

Delonix regia Flame Tree tree exotic Cultivated
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ + + + +

Desmodium tortuosum Beggarweed subshurb exotic - - +
Desmos chinensis Desmos woody vine native Common in Hong Kong - + +++ + +
Dianella ensifolia Dianella herb native Common in Hong Kong - + + +
Dicranopteris pedata Dichotomy Forked Fern herb native very common - + + +++ + ++++
Digitaria spp. - - - - - +++ +++

Dimocarpus longan (4) Longan tree exotic Cultivated

Threatened Species List of China's 
Higher Plants: Vulnerable; Rare and 
Endangered Plants and National Key 
Protected Plants in Guangdong: Near 
Threatened; IUCN Red List (ver. 
2022.2): Near Threatened

+ + + + +++ + + ++ + + +++ +

Dioscorea bulbifera Air Potato climber: vine native
Hong Kong Island, Tai Po Kau, Lam 
Tsuen, Sham Tseng, Ta Kwu Ling

- + +

Dypsis lutescens (4) Bamboo Palm shrub palm exotic Cultivated
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Near 
Threatened

+ +

Echinochloa colona Jungle Rice herb native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ +

Eichhornia crassipes Water Hyacinth floating herb exotic Naturalised in Hong Kong - + ++ + + + ++ + +
Embelia laeta Twig-hanging Embelia climber: vine native Widely distributed in Hong Kong - + +
Emilia sonchifolia Tassel Flower herb native Common in Hong Kong - + + + +

Eriachne pallescens Common Eriachne
perennial 
herb

native Common in Hong Kong - + +

Eriobotrya japonica Loquat small tree exotic Cultivated - + +
Eucalyptus spp. - tree exotic cultivated; common - + +
Euphorbia hirta Garden Spurge herb exotic Naturalized - + + + + + +

Euphorbia hypericifolia Milk Spurge annual herb native

Tsim Sha Tsui, Kwai Chung Park, 
Fanling, Lok Ma Chau, PokWai, Sai 
Kung, Siu LekYuen Tsuen, Tung 
Chung, Lantau Island

- +

Fagraea ceilanica -
shrub or 
small tree

exotic - - + +

Ficus carica Edible Fig shrub or tree exotic -
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+

Ficus elastica India-rubber Tree tree exotic Cultivated - + +

Ficus hirta Hairy Fig
shrub or 
small tree

native Common in Hong Kong - + + + + +

Ficus hispida Opposite-leaved Fig
shrub or 
small tree

native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ ++ ++ ++ + + + ++ ++ + ++

Ficus microcarpa Chinese Banyan tree native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ + + + +++ + + + + + + + +++ +

Ficus pumila Creeping Fig
climbing 
woody vine

native Common in Hong Kong - + +

Ficus subpisocarpa Japanese Superb Fig tree native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+

Ficus variegata Common Red-stem Fig tree native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ + ++ + +

Ficus virens Big-leaved Fig tree native Cultivated
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+

Flueggea virosa Snow Berry shrub native
Tai Tam, Ngau ChiWan, Fanling, Po 
Leng , Tai Po, Butterfly Hill

IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ + +
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Glochidion eriocarpum Hairy-fruited Abacus Plant shrub native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+

Glochidion zeylanicum Hong Kong Abacus Plant
shrub or 
small tree

native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ +

Gymnema sylvestre Australian Cow-plant woody vine native Common in Hong Kong - +

Hedychium coronarium Ginger Lily
perennial 
herb 

exotic Cultivated - ++

Hedyotis hedyotidea White Ox Creeper
climbing 
subshrub

native Common in Hong Kong - +

Helicteres angustifolia Narrow-leaved Screwtree subshrub native Common in Hong Kong - ++ ++ +

Hibiscus mutabilis Changeable Rose-mallow
shrub or 
small tree

exotic
Extensively cultivated, wild plants 
observed below Victoria Peak

- +

Hibiscus tiliaceus Cuban Bast shrub or tree native
Hong Kong Island, Shek O, Ma Liu 
Shui, Mai Po, Leung Shuen Wan 
Chau (Tall Island)

IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ ++

Hylocereus undatus Night-blooming Cereus
perennial 
herb

exotic Cultivated
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Data 
Deficient

+

Ilex asprella Rough-leaved Holly shrub native very common - + + + + +
Ilex pubescens Downy Holly shrub native Common in Hong Kong - +

Imperata cylindrica var. major Lalang Grass
perennial 
herb

native Common in Hong Kong - ++ ++ + ++ ++ + +

Ipomoea aquatica Water Spinach herb exotic Cultivated
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ ++ + + ++ + ++

Ipomoea cairica Gairo Morning Glory
climber: 
twining herb

exotic Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

++ ++ + + + ++ ++ ++ + + + + + ++

Ixora chinensis Chinese Ixora shrub native
To Fung Shan, Man Kam To, Sai 
Kung, Ha Pak Nai, also widely 
cultivated

- ++ ++

Kyllinga nemoralis Uni-spike Kyllinga herb native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+

Kyllinga polyphylla Aromatic Kyllinga herb exotic Victoria Park, Tsiu Hang, Tai Po Kau - +

Lactuca sativa Lettuce herb exotic Cultivated - + ++

Lagerstroemia speciosa (4) Queen Crape Myrtle large tree exotic Cultivated
Protected under Forests and 
Countryside Ordinance (Cap. 96)

++ ++ ++ ++ +

Lantana camara Lantana shrub exotic Naturalized in Hong Kong - + ++ ++ ++ + + + ++ ++ ++ ++ +

Leonurus japonicus Mother-wort biennial herb native
Tai Po Kau, Tai Po, Plover Cove, 
Sai Kung, Yuen Long, Lantau Island

- +

Leucaena leucocephala White Popinac small tree exotic Cultivated and naturalized - ++ ++ + +++ ++ +++ ++ + ++ + + ++ +++ ++ ++ +++

Ligustrum sinense Chinese Privet
shrub or 
small tree

exotic
Common in Hong Kong and widely 
cultivated

- + + + + + + + + +

Lindsaea ensifolia Sword-leaved Lindsaea herb native - - +

Liquidambar formosana Sweet Gum tree native
Common in Hong Kong. Also widely 
planted

IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ +

Liriope spicata Lily Turf
perennial 
herb

native Common in Hong Kong - + + + + +

Litchi chinensis (4) Lychee tree exotic Cultivated

List of Wild Plants under State 
Protection: Category II; Threatened 
Species List of China's Higher Plants: 
Endangered; Rare and Endangered 
Plants and National Key Protected 
Plants in Guangdong: Near 
Threatened

++ ++ ++ ++

Litsea cubeba Fragrant Litsea
shrub or 
small tree

native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ +

Litsea glutinosa Pond Spice tree native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ + + + + +

Litsea rotundifolia var. oblongifolia Oblong-leaved Litsea shrub native Common in Hong Kong - + + ++ +

Livistona chinensis (4) Chinese Fan-palm tree palm exotic Cultivated
Threatened Species List of China's 
Higher Plants: Vulnerable

+ + +

Lophatherum gracile Common Lophantherum
perennial 
herb

native Common in Hong Kong - ++ + ++

Lophostemon confertus Brisbane Box tree exotic Cultivated
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

++ + ++ +

Loropetalum chinense f. rubrum Red Strap Flower
shrub or 
small tree

exotic - - +

Ludwigia erecta - herb exotic - - + + + +
Ludwigia perennis - herb native Sha Tin, Tai Mo Shan - + + + + + +

Lycopersicon esculentum Tomato herb exotic Cultivated
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+

Lygodium japonicum Climbing Fern climbing herb native - - ++ + ++ + ++ +

Lygodium scandens Scansorial Climbing Fern climbing herb native - - + + + + + +

Macaranga tanarius var. tomentosa Elephant's Ear tree native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ ++ +++ + ++ + + + + ++ + +++ ++ ++ + + + +

Maesa perlarius - shrub native Widely distributed in Hong Kong - + +

Mallotus paniculatus Turn-in-the-wind shrub or tree native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ ++ + + ++

Malvastrum coromandelianum False Mallow herb native Common in Hong Kong - +

Mangifera indica Mango tree exotic Cultivated
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Data 
Deficient

++ ++ + + + +

Manihot esculenta Tapioca Plant shrub exotic Cultivated - + +

Melaleuca cajuputi subsp. cumingiana Paper-bark Tree tree exotic Cultivated
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ ++++ + + + ++++ + +

Melastoma malabathricum Common Melastoma shrub native Common in Hong Kong - +

Melastoma sanguineum Blood-red Melastoma shrub native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+

Melia azedarach China-berry tree exotic Cultivated or naturalized
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ ++ + ++ + ++ + + + + ++ +

Melicope pteleifolia Thin Evodia
shrub or 
small tree

native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ + + ++

Melinis repens Redtop
perennial 
herb

exotic Common in Hong Kong (naturalized) - + +

Microcos nervosa Microcos
shrub or 
small tree

native Common in Hong Kong - + + + + + + + ++ +

Microstegium ciliatum Ciliate Microstegium
perennial 
procumbent 
herb

native Common in Hong Kong - +++ + +++ + + + + +

Mikania micrantha Mile-a-minute Weed climbing herb exotic
Naturalized and widely distributed in 
Hong Kong

- + +++ +++ + + +++ +++ + + + ++ ++ + +

Mimosa pudica Sensitive Plant herb exotic Naturalized in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ + + + +

Miscanthus floridulus Many-flowered Silvergrass
perennial 
herb

native Common in Hong Kong - + +

Miscanthus sinensis Chinese Silvergrass
perennial 
herb

native Common in Hong Kong - ++ +

Morinda parvifolia Little-leaved Indian-mulberry
climbing 
shrub

native Common in Hong Kong - +
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Morus alba White Mulberry shrub or tree native
Common in Hong Kong. Also 
cultivated

IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ + + +

Musa  x paradisiaca Common Banana
perennial 
herb

exotic Cultivated
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

++ + + + ++ + + + +

Mussaenda pubescens Splash-of-white
climbing 
shrub

native Common in Hong Kong - + + +

Nelumbo nucifera Indian Lotus aquatic herb exotic Cultivated - + ++ +
Nephrolepis auriculata Tuberous Sword Fern herb native - - + +

Neyraudia reynaudiana Burma-reed
perennial 
herb

native Common in Hong Kong - + + + ++ ++ ++

Nymphaea spp. - aquatic herb exotic - - ++

Osbeckia chinensis Chinese Osbeckia
herb or 
subshrub

native Tai Mo Shan, Fanling, Lantau Island - +

Osmanthus fragrans Kwai-Fah shrub or tree exotic Cultivated
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ +

Oxalis corniculata Sorrel
perennial 
herb 

native Common in Hong Kong - + +

Oxalis debilis subsp. corymbosa Lavender Sorrel
perennial 
herb 

exotic A common weed in Hong Kong - + +

Paederia scandens Chinese Fevervine climber: vine native Common in Hong Kong - + ++ + + + + ++

Palhinhaea cernua Nodding Clubmoss creeping herb native - - +

Panicum maximum Guinea Grass
perennial 
herb

exotic Cultivated for forage - ++ +++ +++ + + + ++ +++ +++ + + + ++ + ++

Panicum repens Panic Grass
perennial 
herb 

native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+

Parthenocissus dalzielii Diverse-leaved Creeper woody vine exotic Cultivated - + +

Paspalum conjugatum Hilo Grass
perennial 
herb 

native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

++ ++

Passiflora edulis Purple Granadilla
herbaceous 
vine

exotic - - +

Passiflora foetida Passion Flower
herbaceous 
vine

exotic Common in Hong Kong. Naturalized - + + + + + + +

Pennisetum purpureum Napier Grass
perennial 
herb

exotic Cultivated
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

++ + + + + + ++ ++ + +

Peperomia pellucida Clearweed herb exotic Naturalized in Hong Kong - +

Persicaria barbata Hairy Knotweed herb native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

++ ++ ++ ++

Persicaria chinensis Chinese Knotweed herb native Common in Hong Kong - ++ + ++ +

Phragmites australis Common Reedgrass
perennial 
herb

native New Territories, Lantau Island
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+++ +++ +++ + ++ + +++ +++ +++ ++ ++ + +

Phragmites vallatorius Reed
perennial 
herb

native
Mai Po, Castle Peak, Lin Au, Sai 
Kung, Lantau Island, Soko Islands

IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

++ ++ ++ ++

Phyllanthus cochinchinensis Vietnam Leaf-flower shrub native Common in Hong Kong - + + +

Phyllanthus emblica Myrobalan shrub or tree native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+++ + +++ ++ + +

Phyllanthus reticulatus Reticulated Leaf-flower shrub native
Pok Fu Lam Rd., Stubbs Rd., 
DeepWater Bay, Lam Tsuen, Ma On 
Shan, Tai O, Lantau Island

IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ + +

Pilea microphylla Artillery Clearweed herb exotic Common in Hong Kong (naturalized) - ++ ++

Pinus elliottii Slash Pine tree exotic Widely planted in countryside
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ + +

Pisum sativum Garden Pea climbing herb exotic Cultivated - + +

Plantago major Plantain
perennial 
herb

native
Pok Fu Lam, Yuen Tun Ha, Tai Po, 
Sheung Shui, Yuen Long, Wu Kau 
Tang, Sai Kung, Lantau Island

IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+

Platycladus orientalis (4) Chinese Arborvitae tree exotic Cultivated in gardens
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Near 
Threatened

+

Plectranthus amboinicus Fragrant Coleus herb - - - +

Plumeria rubra Frangipani tree exotic Commonly cultivated in Hong Kong - + +

Podocarpus macrophyllus var. maki - small tree exotic Cultivated - +

Polyspora axillaris Hong Kong Gordonia
shrub or 
small tree

native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+

Pouzolzia zeylanica Ceylon Pouzolzia
perennial 
herb

native Common in Hong Kong - +

Praxelis clematidea -
perennial 
herb

exotic
Naturalized and widely distributed in 
Hong Kong

- + + + +

Prunus persica Peach tree exotic Cultivated
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+

Psidium guajava Guava tree exotic Cultivated
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ + +

Psychotria asiatica Wild Coffee shrub or tree native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ ++ ++ + ++

Pteridium aquilinum var. latiusculum Bracken Fern herb native - - + +
Pteris semipinnata Semi-pinnated Brake herb native - - + +

Pteris vittata Ladder Brake herb native -
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ +

Pueraria lobata Kudzu climber: vine native Common in Hong Kong - +
Pueraria lobata var. montana Montane Kudzu climber: vine native Common in Hong Kong - + +

Rhamnus crenata Buckthorn shrub native
Mount Davis, Tai Mo Shan, Wu Kau 
Tang, Lai Chi Wo, Luk Keng, Lantau 
Island

IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+

Rhaphidophora hongkongensis Hong Kong Taro-Vine climbing herb native
Hong Kong Island, Tai Mo Shan, Ng 
Tung Chai, Ma On Shan, Bride's 
Pool, Castle Peak, Lantau Island

- +

Rhaphiolepis indica Hong Kong Hawthorn
shrub or 
small tree

native Common in Hong Kong - +

Rhodomyrtus tomentosa Rose Myrtle shrub native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ ++ +

Rhus chinensis Sumac
shrub or 
small tree

native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ ++

Rhus hypoleuca Sumac
shrub or 
small tree

native Common in Hong Kong - + +

Rhus succedanea Wax Tree
shrub or 
small tree

native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ + +

Ricinus communis Castor-oil Plant shrub exotic Cultivated & naturalized - + + + +

Roystonea regia Royal Palm tree palm exotic Cultivated
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ + +

Rubus parvifolius Japanese Raspberry
climbing 
shrub

native
Hong Kong Island, Tai Po, Tai Mo 
Shan, Sai Kung, Lantau Island

- +

Rumex trisetifer Trisetiferous Dock herb native Hong Kong Islands - +

Saccharum officinarum Sugar Cane
perennial 
herb

exotic Cultivated - + +

Sageretia thea Hedge Sageretia shrub native Common in Hong Kong - + + + +
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Sansevieria trifasciata Snake Plant
perennial 
herb

exotic Cultivated - +

Sapium discolor Mountain Tallow Tree small tree native
Common in Hong Kong. Also 
planted

- + + + ++

Sapium sebiferum Chinese Tallow Tree tree native
Common in Hong Kong. Also 
planted

- + + + +

Sauropus spatulifolius Spatulate-leaved Sauropus shrub exotic Cultivated - + + +

Schefflera heptaphylla Ivy Tree tree native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

++ + ++ +

Scoparia dulcis Sweet Broomwort herb exotic Naturalized in Hong Kong - +

Senna surattensis Sunshine Tree
shrub or 
small tree

exotic Cultivated
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+

Sesbania cannabina Dhaincha subshrub exotic Cultivated or naturalized
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ + +

Sida acuta Acute Sida shrubby herb native
Hong Kong Island, Lai Chi Kok, Tai 
Po, Lau Fau Shan, Lantau Island

- ++ ++

Sida cordifolia Heart-leaved Sida
erect 
subshrub

native
Hong Kong Island, Lai Chi Kok, Sha 
Tin, Tai Po, Tai Long Sai Wan, 
Lantau Island

- + ++ +

Sida rhombifolia Sida Hemp
erect 
subshrub

native Common in Hong Kong - + +

Smilax china Greenbrier
climbing 
shrub

native Common in Hong Kong - + + + + ++

Solanum americanum Shining-fruit Nightshade herb exotic Naturalized in Hong Kong - +
Solanum torvum Tetrongan shrub exotic Naturalized in Hong Kong - + +
Sonchus arvensis Field Sow-Thistle herb native Common in Hong Kong - + +

Sonneratia caseolaris -
shrub or 
small tree

exotic
Deep Bay, Ma Wan, Tolo Pond, 
Lantau Island. (Naturalized)

IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+

Spermacoce remota - herb - -
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

++ ++

Stachytarpheta jamaicensis Jamaica Vervain herb exotic Naturalized in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ +

Stephania longa Long Stephania climber: vine native
Aberdeen, Tai Po Kau, Ma On Shan, 
Sheung Shui, Tai Mong Tsai

- + + + +

Sterculia lanceolata Lance-leaved Sterculia
semi-
deciduous 
tree

native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+++ + + +++ +

Strophanthus divaricatus Goat Horns woody vine native Common in Hong Kong - + + + +

Strychnos angustiflora Narrow-flowered Poison-nut woody vine native

Hong Kong Island, Sha Tin, Ma On 
Shan, Sam A Tsuen, Tai Wan, 
Lantau Island, Lamma Island, 
Beaufort Island, Ching Chau

- +

Syngonium podophyllum African Evergreen herb exotic - - + + +

Syzygium cumini Jambolan Plum tree exotic Cultivated
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ + +

Syzygium jambos Rose Apple tree exotic Cultivated & naturalized
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ + + + +

Syzygium levinei Levine's Syzygium tree native Common in Hong Kong - + +
Tetracera asiatica Sandpaper Vine woody vine native Common in Hong Kong - + +

Trema tomentosa India-charcoal Trema
shrub or 
small tree

native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ + + +

Tridax procumbens Tridax
perennial 
herb

exotic
Naturalized and widely distributed in 
Hong Kong

- +

Tylophora ovata Ovate Tylophora 
slender 
woody vine

native Common in Hong Kong - +

Typha angustifolia Narrow-leaved Cat-tail
perennial 
herb

exotic Cultivated
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

++ + ++ +

Uvaria grandiflora Large-flowered Uvaria
woody 
climbing 
shrub

native

Pokfulam, Victoria Peak, Lady 
Clementi's Ride, Aberdeen, Shatin, 
Tai Po Kau, Tai Mo Shan, Shing 
Mun

- +

Vernonia cinerea Iron-weed herb native Common in Hong Kong - + + + +

Vigna unguiculata subsp. sesquipedalis Yard-long Bean climbing vine exotic Cultivated - +

Wedelia trilobata -
perennial 
herb

exotic Naturalized and widely cultivated - + + + + + + + + ++

Zanthoxylum avicennae Prickly Ash tree native Common in Hong Kong - +

Zanthoxylum nitidum Shiny-leaved Prickly Ash
climbing 
shrub

native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ + + + + +

Zea mays Maize herb exotic Cultivated
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+

Total no. of species 29 27 66 5 12 2 8 45 17 42 17 35 11 40 35 98 26 22 16 2 18 76 30 80 32 38 72 71

Notes: 

(2) Yip, Y., Yip, K.L., Liu, K.U., Ngar, Y.N. & Lai, C.C. (2010). A Floristic Survey of Marshes in Hong Kong. Hong Kong Biodiversity. Issue No. 19.

(4) The species is artificially introduced to the habitat, thus it is not considered as species of conservation importance.

Abbreviation for Habitats: MIT=Mitigation Wetland; MAR=Marsh / Reed; PO=Pond; NWC=Natural Watercourse; MWC=Modified Watercourse; SNWC=Semi-natural Watercourse; SWG=Seasonally Wet Grassland; DAL=Dry Agricultural Land; WL=Woodland; MWL=Mixed Woodland; PL=Plantation; SL=Shrubland; GL=Grassland; V/O=Village / Orchard; DA=Developed Area / Wasteland
Code for Abundance: +++++=Dominant; ++++=Abundant; +++=Frequent; ++=Occasional; +=Scarce
Species of conservation importance is in bold type face

(3) Protection statuses follow: 
      Listed under the Forests and Countryside Ordinance (Cap. 96)
      Listed under the Protection of Endangered Species of Animals and Plants Ordinance (Cap. 586)
      AFCD (2022). Rare and Precious Plants of Hong Kong. Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department, HKSAR.
      List of Wild Plants Under State Protection.
      Fu, K.L. & Chin, C.M. (1992). China Plant Red Data Book. Vol. 1 - Rare and Endangered Plants. Science Press, Beijing. 736 pages. (In Chinese only)
      Qin, et al . (2017). Threatened Species List of China's Higher Plants. Biodiversity Science 25(7):696-747
      IUCN (2022). The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. Version 2022.02.
      Feng, Z.J., Li, Z.K., Li, B.T., Xue, C.G., Liu, J.B. & He, Y.Q. (2002). Study on Rare and Endangered Plants and National Key Protected Plants in Guangdong. Journal of South China Agricultural University 3:24-27
      Wu, D.L. & Hu, C.X. (1988). Illustrations of Rare and Endangered Plants in Guangdong Province. China Environmental Science Press, Beijing. 46pp. (In Chinese only).

(1) Distribution in Hong Kong follows:
      Wu, S.H. & Lee, T.C.W. (2000). Pteridophytes of Hong Kong. Memoirs of the Hong Kong Natural History Society 23:5-20
      Xing, F.W., Ng, S.C. & Chau, L.K.C. (2000). Gymnosperms and Angiosperms of Hong Kong. Memoirs of the Hong Kong Natural History Society 23:21-136
      Siu, L.P.G. (2000). Orchidaceae of Hong Kong. Memoirs of the Hong Kong Natural History Society 23:137-148
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Abelmoschus esculentus Okra annual herb exotic Cultivated - + +

Acacia auriculiformis Ear-leaved Acacia tree exotic Widely cultivated in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ + +

Acacia confusa Taiwan Acacia tree exotic Widely cultivated in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ + + +

Acacia mangium Big-leaved Acacia tree exotic Widely cultivated in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

++ ++

Aglaia odorata var. microphyllina -
evergreen 
tree or shrub

exotic Cultivated - + +

Alocasia macrorrhizos Giant Alocasia
perennial 
herb

native Common in Hong Kong - + +++ ++ + +++ + + +++ ++ + +++ +

Aloe vera Chinese Aloe
perennial 
herb

exotic Cultivated - ++ ++

Alpinia hainanensis Hainan Galangal
perennial 
herb

native Common in Hong Kong - + +

Alpinia zerumbet Shell Ginger
perennial 
herb

native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Data 
Deficient

+++

Alpinia zerumbet 'Variegata' Variegated Shell Ginger
perennial 
herb

exotic - - + +

Amaranthus spinosus Spiny Amaranth herb exotic Common in Hong Kong. Naturalized - + + + +

Anredera cordifolia Cordate-leaved Anredera Climber exotic restricted - +

Antidesma ghaesembilla Square-leaved Chinese Laurel tree native

Aberdeen, Mount Davis, Pok Fu Lam 
Rd., Hok Tau, Sai Kung, So Kwun Wat, 
Tai Po Tsai, Tai Mo Shan, Tai Mong 
Tsai, Central Island, Clear Water Bay, 
Ko Lau Wan, Chuen Lung, Lautau 
Island

IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+

Aporosa dioica Aporosa tree native Common in Hong Kong - +++ + +++ +++ + +++

Aquilaria sinensis Incense Tree tree native Common in Hong Kong

Protected under Protection of 
Endangered Species of Animals 
and Plants Ordinance (Cap. 586); 
Rare and Precious Plants of 
Hong Kong (Status of China): 
Category 2 & 3 (Near 
Threatened); Listed in Wild 
Plants under State Protection: 
Category ll; China Plant Red Data 
Book: Vulnerable; Rare and 
Endangered Plants and National 
Key Protected Plants in 
Guangdong: Near Threatened; 
Recorded in Illustration of Rare 
and Endangered Plants in 
Guangdong Province; 
Threatened Species List of 
China's Higher Plants: 
Vulnerable; IUCN Red List (ver. 
2022.2): Vulnerable

+ + + + +

Arachis hypogaea Groundnut herb exotic Cultivated in Hong Kong - + +

Aralia chinensis - tree native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): 
Vulnerable

+

Araucaria columnaris Cook Pine tree exotic -
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ +

Artemisia indica Mugwort herb native
Hong Kong Island, Tai Mo Shan, Wu 
Kau Tang, Tai Po, Sheung Shui, High 
Island, Ping Chau, Lantau Island

- + +

Artocarpus heterophyllus Jackfruit tree exotic Cultivated - + + + + + +

Asystasia micrantha -
perennial 
ascending 
herbs

exotic Cultivated or naturalized - + + + + + + + + +

Averrhoa carambola Carambola small tree exotic Cultivated - + +

Baeckea frutescens Dwarf Mountain Pine
shrub or 
small tree

native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

++++ + ++++

Bauhinia spp. - - - - - +
Bauhinia  x blakeana Hong Kong Orchid Tree shrub or tree native Cultivated - + +

Benincasa hispida White Gourd
herbaceous 
vine

exotic Cultivated - + +

Bidens alba - herb exotic
Naturalized and widely distributed in 
Hong Kong

- + + + +++ + +++ ++ + + + +++ + +++ ++

Bidens pilosa Hairy Bur-marigold herb exotic
Naturalized and widely distributed in 
Hong Kong

- + +

Bischofia javanica Autumn Maple tree native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+

Blechnum orientale Oriental Blechnum herb native - - + + +

Boehmeria nivea Ramie
subshrub or 
shrub

exotic
Common in Hong Kong, either wild or 
in cultivation

- +++ +++

Boehmeria nivea var. tenacissima Virid-leaved Boehmeria
subshrub or 
shrub

exotic Tseng Lan Shue - ++ ++

Bombax ceiba Tree Cotton tree exotic Cultivated
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ +

Brainea insignis Cycad-fern herb native -

Rare and Precious Plants of 
Hong Kong (Status in China): 
Category 2 (Vulnerable); List of 
Wild Plants under State 
Protection: Category II; 
Threatened Species List of 
China's Higher Plants: 
Vulnerable

* + *

Brassica rapa var. parachinensis Flowering Chinese Cabbage biennial herb exotic Cultivated - + +

Breynia fruticosa Waxy Leaf shrub native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ + + +

Bridelia tomentosa Pop-gun Seed
shrub or 
small tree

native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ + ++ +

Broussonetia papyrifera Paper Mulberry tree native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ +

Camellia sasanqua Sasanqua Camellia, Sasanqua small tree exotic Cultivated

Protected under Forests and 
Countryside Ordinance (Cap. 96); 
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+

Capsicum annuum var. conoides Cone Pepper
perennial 
herb

exotic - - + +

Carica papaya Papaya tree exotic Cultivated
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Data 
Deficient

++ + ++ ++ + ++

Caryota mitis Small Fishtail Palm tree palm exotic Cultivated
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ +

Casuarina equisetifolia Horsetail Tree tree exotic Cultivated
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ +
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Celosia argentea Wild Coxcomb herb native
Kowloon, Sha Tin, Fanling, Sheung 
Shui, Lantau Island

IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ +

Celtis sinensis Chinese Hackberry tree native
Common in Hong Kong and widely 
planted

IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

++ + ++ + ++ + ++ + ++ + ++ ++ +

Cinnamomum parthenoxylon Yellow Cinnamomum large tree native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+

Clausena lansium Wampi small tree exotic Cultivated
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ ++ + ++

Cleome rutidosperma - herb exotic Cultivated - + +

Clerodendrum cyrtophyllum Mayflower Glorybower shrub or tree native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ +

Clerodendrum fortunatum Glorybower shrub native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+

Coccinia grandis  Ivy-gourd
herbaceous 
vines

native
Wong Chuk Hang, Tsuen Wan, Shan 
Liu, Ping Shan

- ++ ++

Colocasia esculenta Taro herb exotic Cultivated or wild
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ + ++ ++ + + ++ ++

Commelina diffusa Diffuse Day-flower herb native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ + ++ + + ++

Corymbia citriodora Lemon-scented Gum tree exotic Cultivated
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ ++ + ++

Cratoxylum cochinchinense Yellow Cow Wood shrub or tree native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+++ +++

Cuscuta campestris - herb native Common in Hong Kong - + + + +

Cyclosorus interruptus Interrupted Tri-vein Fern herb native -
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ +

Cyclosorus parasiticus Wood-fern herb native - - + + + + + + + + + +
Cyperus involucratus Umbrella Plant herb exotic Cultivated or naturalized - + + + + + +
Desmos chinensis Desmos woody vine native Common in Hong Kong - + + + +
Dianella ensifolia Dianella herb native Common in Hong Kong - +++ + +++ +++ + +++
Dicranopteris pedata Dichotomy Forked Fern herb native very common - ++ +

Dimocarpus longan (4) Longan tree exotic Cultivated

Threatened Species List of China's 
Higher Plants: Vulnerable; Rare 
and Endangered Plants and 
National Key Protected Plants in 
Guangdong: Near Threatened; 
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Near 
Threatened

+ + + +++ + + + +++

Dioscorea spp. - - - - - + +

Dypsis lutescens (4) Bamboo Palm shrub palm exotic Cultivated
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Near 
Threatened

+

Elephantopus tomentosus -
perennial 
herb

native Common in Hong Kong - + +

Eleusine indica Goose Grass herb native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ +

Embelia laeta Twig-hanging Embelia climber: vine native Widely distributed in Hong Kong - + +++ + + +++ +
Embelia ribes White-flowered Embelia climber: vine native Widely distributed in Hong Kong - +

Epipremnum aureum Ivy-arum 
tall climbing 
plant

exotic - - + +++ + +++

Eucalyptus robusta (4) Swamp Mahogany tree exotic Cultivated
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Near 
Threatened

+ +

Eucalyptus spp. - tree exotic cultivated; common - ++ + ++ +
Euphorbia hirta Garden Spurge herb exotic Naturalized - + ++ +++ + ++ +++

Evolvulus alsinoides Alsine-like Evolvulus
perennial 
herb

native
Aberdeen, Tsim Bei Tsui, Castle Peak, 
Sha Chau, Lamma Island, Lantau 
Island

- +

Ficus hirta Hairy Fig
shrub or 
small tree

native Common in Hong Kong - + + + + + + +

Ficus hispida Opposite-leaved Fig
shrub or 
small tree

native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ ++ + + + ++ + +

Ficus microcarpa Chinese Banyan tree native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ + + +

Ficus variegata Common Red-stem Fig tree native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ ++ + ++ +

Ficus virens Big-leaved Fig tree native Cultivated
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ +

Glochidion zeylanicum Hong Kong Abacus Plant
shrub or 
small tree

native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ +

Gnetum luofuense Luofushan Joint-fir woody vine native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Near 
Threatened

+ + + + + + +

Hedychium coronarium Ginger Lily
perennial 
herb 

exotic Cultivated - + +

Hedyotis acutangula Angle-stemmed Hedyotis herb native Common in Hong Kong - ++ ++ ++ ++
Hedyotis spp. - - - - - ++ ++
Helicteres angustifolia Narrow-leaved Screwtree subshrub native Common in Hong Kong - + + +
Hemerocallis fulva Day-lily herb exotic - - + +

Hibiscus mutabilis Changeable Rose-mallow
shrub or 
small tree

exotic
Extensively cultivated, wild plants 
observed below Victoria Peak

- + +

Hibiscus rosa-sinensis Chinese Hibiscus shrub exotic
Commonly cultivated in Hong Kong 
gardens

- + +

Hydrocotyle verticillata - herb exotic -
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ +

Hylocereus undatus Night-blooming Cereus
perennial 
herb

exotic Cultivated
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Data 
Deficient

++ + ++ +

Hymenocallis littoralis American Hymenocallis herb exotic Cultivated - + + + +
Ilex asprella Rough-leaved Holly shrub native very common - + +

Imperata cylindrica var. major Lalang Grass
perennial 
herb

native Common in Hong Kong - + +

Ipomoea aquatica Water Spinach herb exotic Cultivated
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ +

Ipomoea cairica Gairo Morning Glory
climber: 
twining herb

exotic Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ + + + + +

Ipomoea triloba -
herbaceous 
climber

exotic Naturalized in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ + +

Lactuca sativa Lettuce herb exotic Cultivated - + +

Lagerstroemia indica (4) Common Crape Myrtle
shrub or 
small tree

exotic Cultivated

Protected under Forests and 
Countryside Ordinance (Cap. 96); 
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

++ ++

Lantana camara Lantana shrub exotic Naturalized in Hong Kong - + + + ++ + + + ++
Leucaena leucocephala White Popinac small tree exotic Cultivated and naturalized - + + + ++++ + + + ++ ++++
Lindsaea ensifolia Sword-leaved Lindsaea herb native - - + +

Litchi chinensis (4) Lychee tree exotic Cultivated

List of Wild Plants under State 
Protection: Category II; Threatened 
Species List of China's Higher 
Plants: Endangered; Rare and 
Endangered Plants and National 
Key Protected Plants in 
Guangdong: Near Threatened

+++ +++

Litsea glutinosa Pond Spice tree native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ + + + ++
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Status(3)

Litsea rotundifolia var. oblongifolia Oblong-leaved Litsea shrub native Common in Hong Kong - + ++ +

Lophatherum gracile Common Lophantherum
perennial 
herb

native Common in Hong Kong - ++++ +++ ++++ +++

Lophostemon confertus Brisbane Box tree exotic Cultivated
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+

Ludwigia perennis - herb native Sha Tin, Tai Mo Shan - + + + + + + + + + +

Lygodium japonicum Climbing Fern climbing herb native - - ++ + + ++ + +

Macaranga tanarius var. tomentosa Elephant's Ear tree native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ + + + + + +++ +++ + + ++ + + + + +++ +++

Maesa perlarius - shrub native Widely distributed in Hong Kong - + ++++ ++++ + ++++ ++++

Mallotus apelta White-back Leaf Mallotus
shrub or 
small tree

native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ +++ + +++

Mallotus paniculatus Turn-in-the-wind shrub or tree native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

++ + +++ ++ + +++

Manihot esculenta Tapioca Plant shrub exotic Cultivated - + +
Mariscus cyperoides Sawgrass herb native Common in Hong Kong - +

Melastoma dodecandrum Twelve-stamened Melastoma
diffuse 
subshrub

native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ +

Melastoma sanguineum Blood-red Melastoma shrub native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

++ + ++ +

Melia azedarach China-berry tree exotic Cultivated or naturalized
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ +

Melicope pteleifolia Thin Evodia
shrub or 
small tree

native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+++ ++++ +++ ++++

Microcos nervosa Microcos
shrub or 
small tree

native Common in Hong Kong - + + ++ ++ + ++ + + ++ ++ + ++

Microlepia hancei Scaly-fern herb native - - + +

Microstegium ciliatum Ciliate Microstegium
perennial 
procumbent 
herb

native Common in Hong Kong - ++ + ++ +

Mikania micrantha Mile-a-minute Weed climbing herb exotic
Naturalized and widely distributed in 
Hong Kong

- + + + + ++ + + + + + + ++ + +

Mimosa pudica Sensitive Plant herb exotic Naturalized in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ +

Miscanthus floridulus Many-flowered Silvergrass
perennial 
herb

native Common in Hong Kong - + +

Morinda parvifolia Little-leaved Indian-mulberry
climbing 
shrub

native Common in Hong Kong - + +

Musa  x paradisiaca Common Banana
perennial 
herb

exotic Cultivated
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ +++ ++++ + + + +++ ++++ + +

Mussaenda pubescens Splash-of-white
climbing 
shrub

native Common in Hong Kong - +

Nelumbo nucifera Indian Lotus aquatic herb exotic Cultivated - + + + +

Neyraudia reynaudiana Burma-reed
perennial 
herb

native Common in Hong Kong - + ++ + ++

Oryza sativa  Rice
perennial 
herb

exotic Cultivated - + +

Pandanus tectorius Screw Pine
shrub or 
small tree

native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+

Panicum maximum Guinea Grass
perennial 
herb

exotic Cultivated for forage - + + + + + + + + + + + + + +

Panicum repens Panic Grass
perennial 
herb 

native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ +

Passiflora foetida Passion Flower
herbaceous 
vine

exotic Common in Hong Kong. Naturalized - ++ ++ +

Peltophorum pterocarpum Yellow Poinciana tree exotic Cultivated - +

Pennisetum purpureum Napier Grass
perennial 
herb

exotic Cultivated
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ + + + + + + +

Persicaria chinensis Chinese Knotweed herb native Common in Hong Kong - + + + +

Phragmites australis Common Reedgrass
perennial 
herb

native New Territories, Lantau Island
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ +

Phyllanthus emblica Myrobalan shrub or tree native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ +

Phyllanthus reticulatus Reticulated Leaf-flower shrub native
Pok Fu Lam Rd., Stubbs Rd., 
DeepWater Bay, Lam Tsuen, Ma On 
Shan, Tai O, Lantau Island

IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ + +

Pilea microphylla Artillery Clearweed herb exotic Common in Hong Kong (naturalized) - + +

Pinus massoniana Chinese Red Pine tree native
Common in Hong Kong, also widely 
planted in countryside

IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+

Pistia stratiotes Water Lettuce
floating 
aquatic herb

native Sha Tin, Sai Kung
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ +

Platycladus orientalis (4) Chinese Arborvitae tree exotic Cultivated in gardens
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Near 
Threatened

+ +

Plumeria rubra Frangipani tree exotic Commonly cultivated in Hong Kong - + +

Podocarpus macrophyllus Buddhist Pine tree native
Coastal hillslopes on eastern 
seashores. It is also cultivated in urban 
parks and gardens

Threatened Species List of China's 
Higher Plants: Vulnerable; IUCN 
Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ +

Podocarpus macrophyllus var. maki - small tree exotic Cultivated - + +

Praxelis clematidea -
perennial 
herb

exotic
Naturalized and widely distributed in 
Hong Kong

- + + + +

Psidium guajava Guava tree exotic Cultivated
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ +

Psychotria asiatica Wild Coffee shrub or tree native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

++ ++ ++

Pteris vittata Ladder Brake herb native -
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ +

Pterocypsela indica Indian Lettuce herb exotic Common in Hong Kong - + +
Pueraria spp. Kudzu climber: vine - - - + +

Rhaphiolepis indica Hong Kong Hawthorn
shrub or 
small tree

native Common in Hong Kong - + + + + +

Rhodomyrtus tomentosa Rose Myrtle shrub native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ + + + +

Rhus chinensis Sumac
shrub or 
small tree

native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+++ +++

Rhus hypoleuca Sumac
shrub or 
small tree

native Common in Hong Kong - + +

Rhus succedanea Wax Tree
shrub or 
small tree

native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ +

Rubus reflexus Rusty-haired Raspberry
climbing 
shrub

native Common in Hong Kong - + ++ + ++

Sansevieria trifasciata Snake Plant
perennial 
herb

exotic Cultivated - + +

Sauropus spatulifolius Spatulate-leaved Sauropus shrub exotic Cultivated - + +

Schefflera heptaphylla Ivy Tree tree native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

++ ++ ++ ++

Senna alata Winged Cassia shrub exotic Cultivated
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+++ +++

Sesbania cannabina Dhaincha subshrub exotic Cultivated or naturalized
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ + +++ + + +++
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Smilax china Greenbrier
climbing 
shrub

native Common in Hong Kong - + +

Solanum torvum Tetrongan shrub exotic Naturalized in Hong Kong - + + ++ + + ++

Sonneratia apetala -
shrub or 
small tree

exotic Deep Bay, Lantau Island (Naturalized)
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ +

Spermacoce remota - herb - -
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ +

Spermacoce spp. Borreria herb native - - + +

Stephania longa Long Stephania climber: vine native
Aberdeen, Tai Po Kau, Ma On Shan, 
Sheung Shui, Tai Mong Tsai

- + + + +

Striga asiatica Asiatic Striga herb native
Wong Nai Chung Gap, Ma On Shan, 
Tai Mei Tuk, Sai Kung (Sai Wan), 
Lamma Island, Sunset Peak

- +

Syngonium podophyllum African Evergreen herb exotic - - + +++ + +++

Syzygium hancei Hance's Syzygium tree native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+

Syzygium jambos Rose Apple tree exotic Cultivated & naturalized
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ + + +

Trema tomentosa India-charcoal Trema
shrub or 
small tree

native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

++ +++ ++ +++

Tridax procumbens Tridax
perennial 
herb

exotic
Naturalized and widely distributed in 
Hong Kong

- + +

Typha angustifolia Narrow-leaved Cat-tail
perennial 
herb

exotic Cultivated
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ +

Urena lobata Rose Mallow
subshrubby 
herb

native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

++ ++

Wedelia trilobata -
perennial 
herb

exotic Naturalized and widely cultivated - ++ + ++

Wikstroemia indica Indian Wikstroemia shrub native Common in Hong Kong - + +
Zanthoxylum avicennae Prickly Ash tree native Common in Hong Kong - +++ +++ +++ +++

Zanthoxylum nitidum Shiny-leaved Prickly Ash
climbing 
shrub

native Common in Hong Kong
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Least 
Concern

+ + +

Zephyranthes citrina -
perennial 
herb

exotic Cultivated - + +

Zingiber officinale Ginger
perennial 
herb

exotic Cultivated
IUCN Red List (ver. 2022.2): Data 
Deficient

+ +

Total no. of species 21 8 30 25 5 11 21 16 36 31 19 18 26 32 21 8 2 30 26 5 11 21 28 39 36 31 24 31 37

Notes: 

(2) Yip, Y., Yip, K.L., Liu, K.U., Ngar, Y.N. & Lai, C.C. (2010). A Floristic Survey of Marshes in Hong Kong. Hong Kong Biodiversity. Issue No. 19.

(4) The species is artificially introduced to the habitat, thus it is not considered as species of conservation importance.

Code for Abundance: +++++=Dominant; ++++=Abundant; +++=Frequent; ++=Occasional; +=Scarce
Species of conservation importance is in bold type face

(1) Distribution in Hong Kong follows:
      Wu, S.H. & Lee, T.C.W. (2000). Pteridophytes of Hong Kong. Memoirs of the Hong Kong Natural History Society 23:5-20
      Xing, F.W., Ng, S.C. & Chau, L.K.C. (2000). Gymnosperms and Angiosperms of Hong Kong. Memoirs of the Hong Kong Natural History Society 23:21-136
      Siu, L.P.G. (2000). Orchidaceae of Hong Kong. Memoirs of the Hong Kong Natural History Society 23:137-148

(3) Protection statuses follow: 
      Listed under the Forests and Countryside Ordinance (Cap. 96)
      Listed under the Protection of Endangered Species of Animals and Plants Ordinance (Cap. 586)
      AFCD (2022). Rare and Precious Plants of Hong Kong. Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department, HKSAR.
      List of Wild Plants Under State Protection.
      Fu, K.L. & Chin, C.M. (1992). China Plant Red Data Book. Vol. 1 - Rare and Endangered Plants. Science Press, Beijing. 736 pages. (In Chinese only)
      Qin, et al . (2017). Threatened Species List of China's Higher Plants. Biodiversity Science 25(7):696-747
      IUCN (2022). The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. Version 2022.02.
      Feng, Z.J., Li, Z.K., Li, B.T., Xue, C.G., Liu, J.B. & He, Y.Q. (2002). Study on Rare and Endangered Plants and National Key Protected Plants in Guangdong. Journal of South China Agricultural University 3:24-27
      Wu, D.L. & Hu, C.X. (1988). Illustrations of Rare and Endangered Plants in Guangdong Province. China Environmental Science Press, Beijing. 46pp. (In Chinese only).

Abbreviation for Habitats: MAR=Marsh / Reed; PO=Pond; NWC=Natural Watercourse; MWC=Modified Watercourse; SNWC=Semi-natural Watercourse; SWG=Seasonally Wet Grassland; WAL=Wet Agricultural Land;DAL=Dry Agricultural Land; WL=Woodland; MWL=Mixed Woodland; PL=Plantation; SL=Shrubland; GL=Grassland; V/O=Village / Orchard; DA=Developed Area / Wasteland


