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Every consumer of resources is also a producer of waste. But we all
know too well that waste, if put in the right place, can be turned into
resources for future use.

In Hong Kong, every one of us dispose of about 1 kg of household
waste every day. The waste we produce amounts to the weight of an
average adult in less than two months. In 2005, 6,800 tons of household
waste was collected everyday in the territory and disposed of in landfills.
The figure is down 10% compared with those in 2000, but there is ample
room for improvement.

Up until recent months, when we talk about recycling, it is only the
waste separation bins of three different colours in the streets. Now is the
time to move up a gear and implement source separation in buildings.
This is not just an increase in the amount of recycling, but also a change of
quality of life, a reform of the way we turn “waste” into “resources™, day
in day out. In this regard, the owners’ corporation plays a vital role as a
facilitator. ~ Residents will be able to fit into the scheme and build up a
responsible recycling habit without much effort.

The Programme on Source Separation of Domestic Waste launched by
the Environmental Protection Department is an important step towards
reduction of waste at source. This annual report provides detailed
information of the programme and customized solutions which will be a
good reference for owners’ corporations and management companies alike.
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