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A green culture of
Use Less, Waste Less o

HONG KONG H*a*% CREE] - HRRAZEMNRE
BLUEPRINT FOR B REMOEE -
SUSTAINABLE USE Our vision is to use less and waste
OF RESOURCES less of the Earth’s resources.

2013 -2022 ~

Environment Bureau 4
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BRAEREAREMNRERERDE
BEL MY BAELE
Reduce quantity and types of wastes at
PREVENTION source is most desirable but challenging

to achieve.

TE VDR A R B R R ) 12 A R DN LA
A BEXFMEYRET

Putting materials and products back into
use before thay become waste although
not everything can be reused.

EIWCH R BINT » BRIELLE A 2 H R
ERR - R D HEE

Involves reprocessing but may be more
environmentally-friendly than using virgin

E%/;%ﬁ T\E EI"] /)ﬁ@’é ﬁ;f ’ RECOVERY materials. It also reduces landfilling.

5 MG TE ° i

R TR SR o EE SRR EARRLEATLENE WER - RS
Avoidance at source is the DB AERE

f Modern technology recovers energy, and
most desirable means to DI;%EAL recovery minimizes landfill use.
reduce waste.

TRERENTERBERAN  FTHERE
What cannot be taken out of the waste
stream needs to be landfilled.

BIECEBERMEREE2013—-2022) W B 1R - BHEBFE20225 sk AR &R E 8 RE A

HREEBERIOK - 2ETRUESNEBFTEEF - BE [BY - #E] (REFIXXUE -
Under Hong Kong: Blueprint for Sustainable Use of Resources 2013-2022, our target is to reduce the
per capita disposal rate of municipal solid waste by 40% by 2022. We need the joint efforts of the entire
community to embrace in daily life an environmentally sustainable culture of “Use Less, Waste Less”.
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Bring Your Own Bag,

BYRAEZRER  EAED

ERZRBYE -

IBIRAEIR 2N

Repeated use of shopping bags Y08: iy hbi our ey
can reduce consumption of 0]
plastic materials.

IEMIMURE B2

Say "NO” to plastic bags!

BfRMEinS RefHi—t

A green new generation: | do

HPIEY 2 Al - RBIEH e
HEYME -
Bring your own bag Qo

before you go shopping.

HPIESEE BRNES

Don't forget, bring your own bag

BAEN2009F7 ARHE —RREBBEMRERGBETE - ME—HBEASTER - BBt
T RARTEAEBLTEERYNIIBERMEBEYER  MI/\RZFHERRBREERD

FELEmBYRNEBE -

Hong Kong implements the first phase of the Environmental Levy Scheme on Plastic Shopping Bags in
July 2009. A subsequent telephone survey reveals that over 75% of the respondents did not claim plastic
shopping bags when shopping at a registered retail outlet; nearly 80% considered that the levy scheme

has helped them develop the habit of “Bring Your Own Bag”.
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Global actions to

reduce plastic bag use m_

FERMBEERIRES]
WA ERBR -
Legislation is in place to
reduce plastic bag use in
the Mainland.

AEARHZTEE  ERABERE
ZWE -

Plastic bag is subject to charge
in most retail outlets in Taiwan.

!

%%mWMwﬁm% P EEE
BieFE —EROBREE -
First phase of plastic bag levy
was also implemented in Hong
Kong in 2009.

BINBERBZ T (BRETDBEENT) E5IAREZE#EEE M ERIERNE - (MR
Y». DBBREYR - SBHEEERBARUNNBNEE  HEBEHRBREE -
Increasingly more overseas jurisdictions including many international cities have implemented or are
considering plastic bag reduction measures suitable to their local circumstances. In the Mainland and
Taiwan where the local situation is similar to Hong Kong, an environmental levy has been imposed on the

use of plastic shopping bags.
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We have started on Hong Kong,
and it’s time now for

full implementation @

FE—FRBREEEN2009F
THE

First phase of the levy scheme
was implemented in July 2009.

sewsgd gonh -]
Siloms =

T BE BRI BT E ENB R
B ERNEETEERER -

SHEHE 3,500 EFREES © Having succeeded in reducing plastic bag
It covers about 3,500 registered use in the registered outlets, the levy scheme
retail outlets. should be extended to the wider retail trade.

SOEGBER2014F3AmBAN - WHKR20155F4 1B EXEHE
Based on the experience in the first phase, we completed a public consultation in 2011 on the full
extension of the Environmental Levy Scheme on Plastic Shopping Bags. The Legislative Council enacted
the enabling legislation in March 2014 with commencement date being 1 April 2015.

Q HMEESEE-HERONER  R0FRKDA  2EETEBREDRRAEEE -
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Plastic shopping bag (PSB)

b _ppaxsys.

These commonly used plastic bags are subject to charge. ”

O
TRMRAIAZRER - BIREZ
B2 Mo 'AAEEH&%§ °
Non-woven bags can be reused,
but will also be subject to charge as
they are made of plastic materials.

o}
TEEERNRLE - BB
IHEBLERBKS  AERE -
Paper bags commonly used in retail
outlets will be subject to charge if
they contain plastic accessories or
are laminated by plastic materials.

FERBROBWE -
Flat-top bags will also be subject
to charge.

Al s AEENEER 1l£% .

In accordance with the new legislation, if there is a sale by retail of goods, the seller must charge the

customer 50 cent for each plastic shopping bag provided.

L RIBFETRED - MAERUTENTAHE B ARBERKEXABRTRENZERE
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Applicable at

all point of retail sales

fRESE - EEUNEFMBTEMNE
FEHMNABRKWEARSGE -
Apparel shops, bookstores and
all kinds of retail outlets will be
subject to regulation.

AR2HHMR - PISNVIER
Please also refer to the
circumstances where exemptions
and exclusions apply.

RNRIPENERERE -
Small and medium-sized
enterprises will also be covered.

I PEETE - BEGENREEHEHL3,500MTEE - ARIZINEC0,000ETEEERE
% ARBETIZBRBENHFPTEREER  TEXIRE -

After full implementation, the levy scheme will be significantly extended from a coverage of some 3,500

retail outlets to some 60,000 or even more because there are primarily service businesses that also sell

goods and such acts on the sales of goods will also be regulated.
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Exemptions and exclusions

b psuprEstasBER—55  BAKSY -
Plastic bag will not be charged if used for
pre-packaging or as part of the goods. 39

n BEBENBRRERDEE
i BAKE -

Plastic bags used for pre-
packaging have been sealed
when they come with the goods.
Such bags will not be charged.

BREEmO—HD - BAKE -
Plastic bags formed part of

the goods. Such bags will not

be charged.

ERARZHBREA A
B HEARE -

Plastic bags commonly used
in clinics are labeled with
instructions of use. Such bags
will not be charged.

RIEFTEN] - RERWRSERERRERNE D - TB [ 2BBYR]EETEE - BAKE -
Under the new legislation, some bags are regarded as forming part of the goods. They do not fall
under the statutory definition of “plastic shopping bag” and will not be charged.



EEBRBARE  ARERBNRAH
e -
This plastic bag will not be subject to
IS charge since the goods are in liquid
NP contained in the bag.

? EEBRBAKE  ARERET
EEBSHAKE  BAZ RSN RAHEERE -
B D TS RS o This plas.t|c bag will ngt be subject to
This plastic bag will not be charge since the quahty of the goods
subject to charge since it W0u|d. detgnorate if they were not
is specifically designed for contained in the bag.
containing the goods.

{ REAFFHE - BREAREEROHEER  B-REEREERNBE-BSBE - —Ki
T OBRBIEREEERM RG] R BREERRN - - BIERRHERA

BA R G o

Taking the above example as an illustration, some confectionary sellers provide carrying bags with same

design or resembling the design of those package used for pre-packed confectionary. In general, such

carrying bag is deemed to be specifically designed for containing the confectionaries and thus forming part

of the goods. The plastic bag so used for containing confectionaries would be exempted from the charge.
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—REET BRATISEENR
R WE EABREDBAKE -
Plastic bags are commonly used in
wet markets and supermarkets to
wrap vegetables, fruits and meat.
Such bags will not be charged.

| C ampemmeREREY R TERRKE -

Use of plastic bag for food hygiene reasons :

____________________

ERBREHIFERTERERM
BEKE -

Plastic bag use to carry food,
drink or medicine not in air-tight
packaging will not be charged.




b6 o puparska  ERZBBYSBARSY -
Chilled or frozen products may lead to condensation;
the carrier plastic bag will not be subject to charge. 39 ¢

BB/ KEER  —REABKIERENKREEMERDRE -
Frozen or chilled goods are commonly carried in bags to
segregate the condensation (of water vapour) from other goods.

ERABRBAWE -
Such plastic bags will not be
subject to charge.

1
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Food in airtight packaging

is NOT excluded Y@/

12 g

BEEMHEME B
HERREBE -

Tin cans and other heat-
sealed packaging are
“airtight packaging”.

FELRmEHNRENBEAN - &
BEEYR  REBREZNRE -
Some food items are contained in
airtight packaging which are good
for BYOB. Distribution of plastic
bags will be charged.
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More examples g]

EEAR 2.

Test your understanding.

Ok '6 ‘2 ‘9 ‘v ‘¢ : suondwex3
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Green tips

=3
MENRHEREN  BEIERSA
BRI mEBRN [EREYR] -
Check with your shopping bag suppliers
to ascertain whether such shopping bags

contain plastic materials and accordingly
belong to “PSBs”

RALREBBYRUBNSESREARN
WE  BFMBEEEWNAEBEBR -
You may impose a higher PSB charge,
but please clearly communicate such a
corporate policy with your customers

BRTEENEER SEHMEFEIEAR
1T WIRNE T HRETHRTE ©
Display appropriate publicity materials
to promote the implementation of the
extended Levy Scheme and arrange
suitable staff training to ensure compliance

BHBREBHBA » FHRRIE-
Donate the income from the PSB charge
in support of environmental causes

St g CEEREERS
i - BTRECREBRBYREE -

As far as practicable issue a receipt for
the PSB charge (if collected) particularly if

requested by the
BETLENEE  TEAEMNEBERT customer concerned
WRBERE  BRBEIMEBERED
ROFE -
Avoid unnecessary packaging and where
appropriate improve the existing packaging
methods to avoid the need of extra
wrapping by PSBs
@

@

i+ Notes -

BT & BTG 5 FHIRER B LIE - BHEBINAIASRE (REREAREELIF
PI) (450 ) - IRPIFES(3)DIKETH - FIRFR A ARREHEE AJX B TIEH

The Government will welcome such charitable initiatives particularly if the donations are

meant to support environmental causes. For reference of these retailers, the Environment and
Conservation Fund accepts donations under section 3(3)(b) of the Environment and Conservation

Fund Ordinance (Cap 450).




BB INBEAERNERBE
iR o
Recycle all PSBs that are no longer

reusable for recycling

ERHEERMREEMFASENEY
Ko TRBAIBYHEENEEWE -
Decline the offer of any unnecessary

shopping bags, paper or plastic, RERRERYEEMSACH 7
charged or otherwise ERIHERRHELZEREYR -

Only ask for PSB wrapping that is strictly
® necessary for food hygiene reasons

Q

BRBYHBEEBYE  WEREZEM
BYORHBENEES - REEAMEBBYR MAXREER
BYOB whenever going on shopping mHEVMREEZRBELE  UREF
assuming that shopping bags will not be BR o
distributed for free Reuse all shopping bags as much as

possible and wash as necessary to ensure
@ cleanliness particularly for those used for

food products

Q
BHRERAER -
Report non-compliance cases

L
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&3 Enquiries

k-4 ok
Please check our website

http://www.epd.gov.hk/epd/psb_charging/en/index.html

BAEHITERRAE—E  SITRHEMAFENER -

We maintain FAQs on our website to provide the information you need.

IR A4S DA T 3 15 B R PR 45
BHE U - psb@epd.gov.hk
EES © (852) 2305-0453

Please also contact us at:
Email: psb@epd.gov.hk
Fax: (852) 2305-0453




EREITRE RERES
Environmental Protection Department Hong Kong SAR Government



