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Accordingly I believe the Administration should outline to the Community, as soon as
practicable, the options which are available for bulk waste reduction.

I would close by thanking my colleagues on the Committee and its Task Forces for their
hard work. 1 would also thank EPD, in particularly Mr. John Rockey and Dr. Ellen Chan
for their continued support.

Yours faithfully,

G-
\ ! Bantje Cook

N N Chairman
“Waste Reduction Committee
Government of the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region
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The problem of construction and demolition waste is becoming acute and if not
dealt with urgently it will severely damage our strategic landfill capacity The
Committee's Waste Reduction Task Force for the Construction Industry has
advised me that the trend line for public fill is showing signs of an upswing in
material requiring disposal. If this continues we are likely to begin having to send
public fill to the landfills in the very near future. The financial implications of this
are likely to be severe but not without precedent - in February 1997 the Audit
Department commented critically on the additional costs to Government of
disposing construction waste to landfill.

Whilst the emphasis must be on reduction and recycling there is an urgent need to
develop suitable strategic public filling areas both within and outside of Hong
Kong.

Hong Kong is increasingly unique in its absence of a charging regime for our
landfills. Without this there is no incentive to reduce or recycle - indeed the
opposite is true since the disposal facility is free.

The Chief Executive noted in his 1999 Policy Address that charging would be
introduced, and whilst I accept any form of charging is a sensitive issue in Hong
Kong I urge the Administration to prepare the necessary legislation to ensure the
charge is in place by the end of 2001 at the latest. I believe this charge should be
applied to all wastes, including domestic.

You will note from the 2000 Review, and indeed the Chief Executive's 2000 policy
address, that there is an increasingly emphasis on recovery and recycling. 1 would,
however, caution that these do not necessarily mean the same thing, i.e., we may in
future find, as other countries have, that material recovered from source separation
cannot be recycled in an economic fashion.

Recycling is an integral part of our integrated waste management program but it is
not a panacea for our problems.

It is my personal view that even with an aggressive 3R program, Hong Kong will
need some form of bulk waste reduction programme which may involve
incineration. Whilst I realise this is an extremely sensitive matter, the long lead time
required for some of the technical solutions involved in bulk waste reduction means
that difficult decisions will need to be made in the near future.

The Chairman, No. 7 Lung Yiu Street, Tap Shek Kok, Tuen Mun, N.T., Hong Kong. Tel: 2440 5111 Fax: 2441 3453

FW

AT AR LB T aE 24405111 [ E 2441 3453




[image: image3.png]Waste Reduction Committee
BRAOBYESS

31 December 2000

Advisory Council of the Environment
10/F Citibank Tower

3 Garden Road

Centrl

Hong Kong

Dear Chairman and Members,
2000 Review

The 2000 Review of the Waste Reduction Framework Plan is attached for your
information.

I believe we have made real progress in 2000 on our waste reduction programme but at the
same time, I sense our problems.are increasing at a rate greater than this progress.

In 1999 Hong Kong produced 1.09 kg of domestic waste per person per day which
required disposal and this is the same as New South Wales, Australia in 1998 and about
21% greater than Singapore (0.9 kg/person/day in 1999).

In view of the foregoing I would like to take this opportunity to share with you my views
on some of the-critical problems facing Hong Kong's solid waste management programme,
and outline some of the very difficult decisions we need to make.

1. In my view the community remains largely ignorant of the problems facing Hong
Kong's solid waste management programme. There is no sense of urgency because
domestic, industrial, commercial and construction wastes are generally removed
quite efficiently from the public's sight. The fact that the landfills are being
exhausted is an academic problem to most of our population and it may take a
crisis, similar to the situation which developed with our air quality in early 1999, to
achieve a consensus on the way forward.

A major task for the Committee and the Administration is to inject a sense of
\ urgency and awareness into the community about our growing waste problem.
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