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INTRODUCTION 

 

   On 17 December 2007, the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 

Subcommittee considered the EIA report on “Development of a bathing beach at 

Lung Mei, Tai Po” (ACE-EIA Paper 10/2007 at Annex A). 

 

ADVICE SOUGHT 

 

2.   Members are requested to note the views of the Subcommittee and 

advise whether the EIA report should be endorsed. 

 

VIEWS OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE 

 

3.   Members noted that the public inspection period of the EIA report 

was from 23 November to 22 December 2007.  Up to the date of the meeting, the 

Environmental Protection Department (EPD) received ten sets of public comments. 

Three sets were circulated to Members before the meeting and seven sets were 

tabled at the meeting for Members’ reference.  Separately, two sets of comments 

directly addressed to the Council were tabled at the meeting for Members’ 

information.  After the Subcommittee meeting, 83 sets of public comments 

received by EPD were referred to all Council Members for reference prior to the 

full Council meeting (one batch of 39 sets are identical in content while another 

batch of 18 sets are identical in content).  Separately, three sets of public 

comments directly addressed to the Council after the Subcommittee meeting were 

also circulated to all Council Members for information prior to the full Council 

meeting. 
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4. A summary of the issues discussed by the Subcommittee is at 

Annex B.   

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FROM PROJECT PROPONENT 

 

5.   The Subcommittee considered that the project proponent should be 

required to provide supplementary information on the following aspects before 

making a decision – 

 

(a) confirmation that the new sewerage system under “Tolo Harbour 

Sewerage of Unsewered Areas Stage I Phase IIC” in the Lung Mei 

area would be completed prior to the operation of the proposed beach 

development at Lung Mei; 

 

(b) justifications on the scale of the project; and 

 

(c) assessments on the long-term effects on the natural coastline in Ting 

Kok area arising from the change in hydrodynamics due to the 

project. 

 

6.   The supplementary information provided by the project proponent (at 

Annex C) was circulated to the Subcommittee Members.  In response to some 

further queries, additional information was provided by the project proponent (at 

Annex D) which was also circulated to the Subcommittee Members.   

 

RECOMMENDATION OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE 

 

7.   Having considered the above additional information provided by the 

project proponent, the Subcommittee agreed to recommend to the Council that the 

following outstanding issues and concerns be further discussed – 

 

(a) justifications for the extent of reclamation and possibility of reducing 

the size of reclamation; 
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(b) time frame in achieving the 60% sewerage connection rate for village 

houses in Lung Mei area to connect the private sewers to the public 

sewer, and implications (particularly on public expenditure) if the 

anticipated sewerage connection rate could not be achieved; and 

 

(c) difference of information about intertidal fauna between those 

presented in the EIA report and recent findings of members of the 

public, and implications on the assessment of the ecological value of 

the project site. 

 

8.   The Subcommittee agreed that should the Council decide to endorse 

the EIA report, the following conditions were proposed – 

 

(a) the proposed beach development at Lung Mei should be opened only 

after the new sewerage system under “Tolo Harbour Sewerage of 

Unsewered Areas Stage I Phase IIC” in Lung Mei area was 

completed;  

 

(b) the project proponent should conduct regular monitoring on the water 

quality of the bathing beach in the first two years after the opening of 

the beach to assess the effectiveness of the water quality mitigation 

measures.  The information should be provided to EPD for 

information and appropriate follow-up actions, if necessary; and 

 

(c) the project proponent should provide downward street lighting 

without flare to minimize impacts on star-watching activities. 

 

9.   The Subcommittee also suggested the project proponent to 

incorporate environmental education elements in the project to promote 

conservation and environmental protection, such as exhibition boards to promote 

mangrove and natural areas in Tai Po. 
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