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ACE Paper 12/2013 
For advice by circulation 

 

Report on the 125th Meeting of the 
Environmental Impact Assessment Subcommittee – 

EIA Report on “Development of Lok Ma Chau Loop” 
 
 

PURPOSE 
 
  The Environmental Impact Assessment Subcommittee (EIASC) 
considered the supplementary information on the EIA report on “Development of 
Lok Ma Chau Loop (LMC Loop)” submitted by the project proponent (i.e. the 
Civil Engineering and Development Department (CEDD)) at the meeting on 13 
September 2013 and CEDD’s latest plan to carve out the proposed Eastern 
Connection Road from the current EIA report.   
 
2.  Members are requested to consider the views of EIASC in para. 7 below 
and advise on the way forward for handling the EIA report. 
 
 

BACKGROUND 
 
3.  EIASC discussed the LMC Loop EIA report at its meeting on 19 August 
2013.  Having regard to the findings and recommendations of the report and 
information provided by CEDD and its consultant team, Members of EIASC 
considered that CEDD should be requested to provide supplementary information 
on three major issues before the Subcommittee made recommendations to the 
Council on the EIA report.  The issues involved are – 
 

(a) Eastern Connection Road 
(b) Integrating some reed beds into the Amenity/Activity Corridor; and 
(c) Urban design considerations 
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4.  ACE endorsed the EIASC’s recommendation at its meeting on 9 
September 2013 (ACE Paper 11/2013 refers).  The Council was advised that 

CEDD had provided the supplementary information (at Annex A) and EIASC 
would further consider the EIA report at its meeting on 13 September 2013. 
 

DISCUSSION OF EIASC 
 
5.  CEDD and its consultant team attended the EIASC meeting on 13 
September 2013.  Members of EIASC raised further comments/observations on 
the supplementary information at the meeting and CEDD responded accordingly. 
 

6.  A summary of key issues discussed at the EIASC meeting is at Annex B.  

 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS OF EIASC 
 
7.  Having regard to the findings and recommendations of the EIA report 
submitted under section 6(2) of the Environmental Impact Assessment Ordinance 
(EIAO) and the further information provided by CEDD at the meeting on 13 
September 2013, EIASC agreed to recommend to the Council that the report could 
be endorsed with the following conditions and recommendations – 
 

Conditions of endorsement 
(a)  CEDD will incorporate in the detailed design a pedestrian walkway 

reserve in the Direct Link between the Lok Ma Chau (LMC) Station 
and the Loop.  The design provision is required for planning 
purpose in the event that there are changes in the existing security 
restrictions in future allowing pedestrian access from the LMC 
Station to the Loop. 

(b)  The proposed Eastern Connection Road is excluded from the EIA 
report as suggested by CEDD.  

 
Recommendations 
(a)  CEDD should actively explore the possibility to facilitate the public 

to walk directly from the LMC Station to the Loop, while noting that 
there are existing security restrictions regarding pedestrian access to 
the LMC Station and the Frontier Closed Area; 

(b)  CEDD should consider restricting private vehicular traffic entering 
into and within LMC Loop through appropriate traffic management 
measures, including the use of car permits to restrict private cars 
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accessing the Loop.  “Park-and-Ride” options should also be 
explored; 

(c)  CEDD should conduct a detailed survey on the soil profile in LMC 
Loop to locate any hotspots where high levels of arsenic can be 
identified.  Construction works at these hotspots shall be avoided as 
far as practicable.  Should avoidance is not feasible, CEDD should 
submit detailed arsenic management plan(s) for such sites which 
require soil treatment to (i) double-check and confirm validity of the 
bioavailability predictions derived from the survey findings; (ii) 
identify and adopt appropriate treatment methods/processes to 
reduce the potential risk of arsenic exposure to human health to an 
acceptable level; and (iii) properly handle and dispose of the treated 
materials, prior to commencement of construction works; 

(d)  CEDD should prepare a scheme design of the project to realize the 
proposed “embracing hands” urban design concept to develop LMC 
Loop into a green community/neighbourhood which will be in 
harmony with the surrounding environment, e.g. fish ponds, reed 
beds and water bodies in the natural context ecologically, 
environmentally, spatially and landscapingly; 

(e)  CEDD is recommended to enhance the land use planning to ensure 
that the building typology and open/public spaces of LMC Loop will 
be in harmony with the surrounding environment; and 

(f) CEDD is strongly recommended to incorporate as much as possible 
the existing reed beds into the central amenity area of the Loop. 

 
8.  ACE is invited to consider EIASC’s recommendations in para. 7 above by 
circulation of paper.  As the statutory deadline for the Council to give comments 
on this EIA report to the Director of Environmental Protection is 28 September 
2013, Members are requested to give their views on the report on or before 24 
September 2013. 
 
 
 
 

EIA Subcommittee Secretariat 
September 2013 
 
 
 


