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PURPOSE 
 

 This paper presents the key findings and recommendations of the 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) report on “Phase III Redevelopment of The 
Hong Kong Federation of Youth Groups Jockey Club Sai Kung Outdoor Training 
Camp” (hereafter known as “the Project”) submitted under section 6(2) of the 
Environmental Impact Assessment Ordinance (EIAO) (Application No. EIA-188/2010).  
The Hong Kong Federation of Youth Groups (HKFYG) (the applicant) and their 
consultants will present the report at the meeting of EIA Subcommittee if necessary.   
 
 

ADVICE SOUGHT 
 

2. Members’ views are sought on the findings and recommendations of the EIA 
report. 
 
 

NEED FOR THE PROJECT 
 

3. The HKFYG Sai Kung Outdoor Training Camp (the Camp) provides the 
general public with social, recreational, educational, nature conservation, sports and 
leisure activities at an affordable cost.  The Camp’s utilization was the highest among 
all camps in Hong Kong in 2007/08 and 2008/09.  Total attendance exceeded 90,000 
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each year and about 500 applications (equivalent to some 45,000 potential attendees) 
were rejected due to the limited camp capacity.  The Project increases the camp 
capacity from 236 to 460 bed spaces to meet the increasing public demand. 
 
 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT 
 

4. Besides increasing the camp capacity from 236 to 460 bed spaces, the Project 
will expand the capacity of dining services to serve 350 people.  Major components of 
the Project include  
 

(i) seven new 3-storey dormitory buildings with a total number of 19 dormitory 
units; 

(ii) a new canteen block; 
(iii) two new platform decks for outdoor activities; and 
(iv) a small scale treated sewage effluent reuse system (i.e. new wastewater reuse 

system) for toilet flushing and irrigation purpose. 
 

5. The Project is classified as a designated project under the following items in 
Part I, Schedule 2 of the EIAO:  
 

(i) F.4 – “An activity for the reuse of treated sewage effluent from a treatment 
plant;” and  

(ii) Q.1 – “earthworks and building works partly or wholly in an existing country 
park”.  

 
6. The total footprint of the Project is about 0.65 ha, of which about 0.44 ha is 
within the Country Park area.  The location of the Project, the proposed master layout 
plan and its redevelopment area in relation to the Country Park boundary are shown in 
Figures 1, 2 and 3 respectively. 

 
 

CONSIDERATION OF ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS 
 

7. As the Project is an extension to the existing facilities, no alternative site 
location outside the Camp has been considered in the study.  However, alternative 
building layouts and construction methods have been explored with a view to achieving 
an option that causes the least environmental impact.  
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8. The environmental benefits and disbenefits of the various alternatives are 
considered in recommending the preferred option.  The recommended development 
option has achieved that all protected tree species Aquilaria sinensis within the site 
formation boundary will be preserved.  The proposed minipiles as the foundation for 
new buildings have effectively reduced the quantity of excavated materials and 
minimized loss of intertidal habitat.  As compared with the first development scheme 
presented to the Country and Marine Parks Board in 2006, the recommended 
development option of the Project has reduced the development scale and as a result 
more trees are preserved.  

 
 

VIEWS OF THE DIRECTOR AND RELEVANT AUTHORITIES 
 
9. The Director of Environmental Protection (DEP), in conjunction with the 
relevant authorities, consider that the EIA report meets the requirements of the EIA 
Study Brief and the Technical Memorandum on EIA Process (TM).  Comments from 
the public and the Advisory Council on the Environment will be taken into account by 
the DEP in deciding whether or not to approve the EIA report under the EIAO. 

 
 

SPECIFIC ENVIRONMENTAL ASPECTS TO HIGHLIGHT 
 

Ecological Impacts 
 
10. Direct ecological impact refers to loss of habitats due to the Project.  The EIA 
predicts that about 0.16 ha of urbanized/disturbed area (existing camp site), 0.18 ha of 
plantation and 0.31 ha of mixed woodland will be lost.  These include areas falling 
within and outside the Country Park boundary.  

 
11. Eight number of the protected tree species Aquilaria sinensis are found within 
the Project area.  Among these protected tree species, three will be retained and five 
will be transplanted to a location within the Project area.  No Aquilaria sinensis will be 
felled by adopting the recommended development option.  
 
12. The loss of terrestrial habitats are considered minor to moderate due to the 
young age, simple structure, commonness of the habitats in the local context and low 
fauna and medium flora diversity.  Notwithstanding this, the EIA recommends 
compensatory planting both within and outside the Project area.  A site of 0.8 ha at Lui 
Ta Shek falling within the Sai Kung Country Park has been identified for compensatory 
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planting of about 4,000 numbers of trees.  Also 0.03 ha of compensatory planting is 
recommended within the Project area. 
 
13. By adopting the minipiling method, loss of intertidal habitat will be limited to 
about 3.5 m2, which have been checked to support only common species such as Rock 
Oyster.  Also 0.01 ha of mangroves will be decked over.  To alleviate the impact, the 
EIA recommends 0.01 ha of compensatory mangrove planting in the vicinity.  

 
14. Indirect ecological impact during construction is considered minor as most 
works are land-based and all terrestrial fauna of conservation concern are recorded at 
localities away from the Project area. 

 
Landscape and Visual Impacts 

 
15. The key landscape and visual impacts arise in association with the removal of 
existing vegetation and construction of the new buildings.  A total of 232 trees will be 
felled due to the Project.  
 
16. To mitigate the landscape and visual impacts, a number of measures are 
offered within the Project including (i) limiting building height to below the eye-level of 
Tai Mong Tsai Road, (ii) providing staggered built forms; (iii) offering tree screening 
and green roofing above the new canteen blocks, vertical green treatment between the 
building blocks, and (iv) planting of 150 number of standard size trees and 125 number 
of tree whips, offering a compensation ratio greater than 1:1 (i.e. 275 newly planted vs 
232 felled trees).  With these measures put in place, the landscape and visual impacts 
are considered acceptable.  

 
Other Environmental Impacts 

 
17.   Other impacts including air, noise, water quality as well as construction and 
demolition material management during the construction stage have been addressed in 
the report.  With the implementation of recommended mitigation measures, the Project 
will comply with the relevant requirements under the Technical Memorandum on EIA 
Process.  

 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING AND AUDIT 
 

18.   The EIA report includes an Environmental Monitoring and Audit (EM&A) 
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Manual which recommends an EM&A programme during the construction and 
operation stages of the Project.  Key recommended EM&A requirements include 
regular site inspections by landscape auditor on the implementation and monitoring 
effectiveness of the mitigation measures including transplanting of Aquilaria sinensis, 
mangrove and other compensatory plantings. 
 
 

PUBLIC CONSULTATION 
 

19.   The applicant will make the EIA report, EM&A Manual and Executive 
Summary available for the public to comment under the EIAO from 29 October 2010 to 
27 November 2010.  Members will be informed of any public comments received by 
the Environmental Protection Department. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

October 2010 
Environmental Assessment Division 
Environmental Protection Department 


