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Air Pollution Index and Forecast System

Introduction

This paper is to inform Members of the new air
pollution index and forecast system that will be launched on 6
June 1295,

The Air Pollution Index ard Forecast System

2. The Environmental Protection Department (EPD) has
developed an air pollution index and forecast system with
sponsorship from the Royal Hong Kon¢ Jockey Club. The system is
to serve the following objectives :- 7

(a) to enhance public awareness on air pollution;

(b) to disseminate air pollution information in a simple
manner; and

(c) to advise the public befere the onset of air pollution
incidents.

3. Details about the system zre given in the information
leaflet attached which will be made ivailable to the public soon.

Ralease of the Air Pollution Index

4. After launching the system on 6 June 19395, the EPD will
release everyday at 4:00 pm the air pollution index of the day
to the public through newspapars, radio and television
announcenants, except on Sundays and holidays (Measurements in
the past have shown that air pollution is usually low on these
days). Forecasts will also he made for the following day. Apart
from the mass media, the public can obtain the air pollution
index and forecasts by phoning up 2827 8541.
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Geographical Coverage Where to Obtain APY
of the API [nformation

Districts in Hong

Kong are classified
into three types of air
quality areas: Urban,
New Development
and Industrial. APIT
readings are reported
for each of these areas
which tend to have
different and distinct
air quality.
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Information on the daily APl and the
forecast for the following day are provided
to the public via newspaper, radio and
televisicn announcements.

In addition, the public may telephone
2827 8541 to obtain up-to-date API
information.

Urban Area
Central and Western, Wan Chai,
Eersterti, Kowloon Ciry. Sheen Shird Po.
Wong Taf Sin and Yoo Tsim Meng
istrics.

New Development Area
Idancds, Sonthern. Sai Knng, Tuen Min, Yeen Long,
Shar Tin. Taf Pe and North districts.
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Industrial Ares
Kuwnn Tene, Kwai Tsing
aned Tonen Wan districts.

o~ g % Hong Kong Government
Environmental Protection Department



Air Pollution Index

API

Rblic awareness of air pollution
problems has increased the need for
timely information about air pollution
levels. The Air Pollution Index is a
means for the concise representation of
information on air quality. It provides a
simple and uniform way to report daily
air pollution concentrations and serves
as a basis for issuing advice to the public
before the onset of air pollution episodes,
This will enable everyone, particularly
susceptible groups, such as people with
heart or respiratory illnesses, to consider
taking precautionary measures when
necessary.

How the API is
Calculated

Locations of EPD'S Air Quality Monitaring Stations (1993).

Thc APl is based on the measurement of six air pollutants
for which Hong Kong Air Quality Objectives (HKAQO)
have been established. These pollutants are: nitrogen dioxide,
sulphur dioxide, ozone, carbon monoxide, total suspended
particulates and respirable suspended particulates. They
are measured at the air quality monitoring stations of the
Environmental Protection Department at the sites shown
above,

The measured pollutant concentrations are transformed into
an air poltution index which ranges in value from 0 to 500.
An index between 0 and 100 represents good or moderate
air quality and, in this range, no individual HKAQQO is
exceeded. An index exceeding 100 indicates that one or
more individual HKAQOs are being exceeded at one or
more of the monitoring stations.
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What To Do When
the API Exceeds 100

In general, the air quality in Hong Kong falls within the
'‘Good' and 'Moderate’ ranges. When the API exceeds
100, people with existing heart or respiratory illnesses
will notice mild aggravation of their conditions und
generally healthy members of the population could notice
some discomfort.

If the API rises above 200, those with heart or
respiratory illnesses will experience significant aggravation
of their symptoms and be less able to take exercise. There
will be also widespread symptoms in the healthy
population. At very high values of the APL, most people
will experience some adverse symptoms such as eye
irritation, wheezing, coughing, phlegm and sore throats,

Condition API Adyvice to Public

Very The general public are advised {o
Unheaithy 201560 reduce physical exertion and
outdoor activities.
Suscepllble persons “llllh existing
heart or respiratory illnesses are
Unhealthy 0200 advised to reguce physical exertion
and outdoor activities,
Moderate 51-100
No response action is required.
Good 0-50
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