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Advisory Council on the Environment 
Waste Management Subcommittee 

Notes of the Tenth Meeting  
Held on 20 December 2006 at 2:30 pm 

 
Present 
Professor Poon Chi-sun (Chairman) 
Mr. James R. Graham  
Dr. Ng Cho-nam  
Mrs. Ng Fong Siu-mei  
Mr. Tsang Kam-lam  
Mr. Raymond Fan Deputy Director of Environmental Protection 
Mr. Alfred Lee Assistant Director of Environmental Protection 
Mr. Tang Kin-fai Principal Environmental Protection Officer 
Mr. T. K. Cheng Principal Environmental Protection Officer (Atg.) 
Mr. C.K. Chen Officer-in-charge (EcoPark) 
Dr. Cherie Lee Environmental Protection Officer 
Mr. Te Chi-wang (Secretary) 
 
Absent with apologies 
Professor Ho Kin-chung  
Professor Howard Huang 
Ms. Iris Tam 
Professor Wong Tze-wai 
 
 Action  
Agenda Item 1: Confirmation of Minutes of the Last Meeting 
 

The minutes of the ninth meeting were confirmed 
without amendment. 
 

  

Agenda Item 2: Matters Arising 
 
Waste Collection Service 
 
2. Some Members reiterated theirs views on exploring 
further uses of refuse collection points and refuse transfer stations. 
A Member requested some additional information on the 3-colored 
recycling bins.  The Chairman suggested inviting a directorate 
colleague from FEHD to the meeting at an appropriate juncture.    
 
[Post-meeting note:  The requested information on the 3-coloured 
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recycling bins has been circulated to Members.] 
 
Public Education Programme under the “Policy Framework” 
   
3. The Secretary reported that the Environment and 
Conservation Fund (ECF) Committee had agreed to allocate $10 
million to support a public education programme under the “Policy 
Framework”.  This item could be further discussed under the AOB. 
 

 

Agenda Item 3:  Progress of Key Initiatives in the “Policy 
Framework” (Paper WMSC 10/06) 

   
4. Mr. Fan briefly introduced the paper.  He noted that the 
source separation programme was progressing well, and more than 
470 housing estates had signed up to join the programme. 
Regarding the producer responsibility schemes (PRS’s), the 
Administration planned to table the Product Eco-responsibility Bill, 
together with a specific PRS, into the LegCo in 2007.  A detailed 
proposal on the PRS on plastic shopping bags (or more commonly 
known as plastic bag levy) should be ready in the first half of 2007. 
For the PRS on vehicle tyres, the Administration was liaising with 
the trade, with a view to facilitating recycling on a voluntary basis. 
 
5. Regarding the trial scheme for municipal solid waste 
charging, Mr. Fan pointed out that the objective was to test out the 
logistics of a designated bag system.  To encourage participation, 
education programme would be further intensified.  A Member 
opined that the participation issue could be resolved once the 
charging was actually implemented.  A Member noted the potential 
interface between municipal solid waste charge and sewage charge 
as certain waste, such as food waste, could be drained instead of 
disposed of.   To better understand the operation of the trial 
scheme, the Subcommittee agreed to pay a visit to a participating 
housing estate. 
 
[Post-meeting note:  The Subcommittee paid a visit to the Grand 
View Garden on 17 Jan 2007.  A press release (Annex) was issued 
to wrap up the visit.] 
 
6. For Integrated Waste Management Facilities (IWMF), 
Members considered that an education programme should be 
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organized to encourage public buy-in.  In this connection, A 
Member suggested that seminars by overseas experts and visits to 
overseas facilities could be arranged.  A Member suggested that 
visits to landfills could also be arranged to let people better 
understand the problem.  A Member further suggested that events 
such as “no waste collection day” should be organized by green 
groups to let people experience the impact.   
 
Agenda Item 4: Progress Update on Ecopark Development 

(Paper WMSC 11/06) 
 
7. Mr. Chen briefly introduced the paper and reported on 
the development of the EcoPark.  Members were pleased to note 
that the project was making good progress and that some 50 
“Expressions of Interest” were received.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Agenda Item 5 : Any other business 
 
8. Members were pleased to note that the Administration 
had obtained $10 million from the ECF to support a public education 
programme under the Policy Framework.  The Chairman said that 
well-defined themes and objectives should be set to ensure the 
programme closely tied in with the Policy Framework. A Member 
suggested that the programme should aim at inducing behavioral 
change and encouraging actual public participation. Two Members 
suggested that the programmes should focus on specific target 
groups.  Members agreed that a paper setting out the details of a 
public education programme should be tabled at the next meeting for 
discussions.     
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Agenda Item 6: Date of next meeting 
 
9. It was the last meeting within the 2005/06 term of the 
ACE.  The Chairman thanked Members for their contributions. 
The next meeting would be scheduled after the 2006/07 term began.  
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Annex 
 
 
Press Release  
 
 
ACE Members briefed on the Trial Scheme on Municipal Solid Waste 
Charging 
 
 
Members of the Advisory Council on the Environment (ACE) Waste 
Management Subcommittee visited the Grand View Garden in Wong Tai Sin 
today (January 17) to see how the trial scheme on Municipal Solid Waste 
(MSW) Charging has been working. 
 
The Grand View Garden is one of the 20 housing estates which have taken part 
in the trial scheme launched by the Environmental Protection Department 
(EPD) in November 2006 to examine the logistical arrangements for waste 
recovery and disposal in different housing settings for reference in the 
feasibility study of introducing a variable rate charging scheme.  
 
During the three-month trial, residents of the 20 housing estates are given 
different sizes of "designated bags" for disposal of non-recyclable domestic 
waste, while 5 selected housing estates also try out "food waste bags" to 
separate food waste from domestic waste. 
 
In today's visit, the ACE members, accompanied by EPD officers, visited the 
floor-based source separation facilities set up by the estate management of 
Grand View Garden to facilitate the residents to place the recyclable materials 
before they were collected by the cleansing staff for recycling. 
 
They later met with the residents to listen to their views and comments on the 
trial scheme and the source separation of domestic waste programme. 
 
The members were also told that for the third month of the trial period, 
residents in those estates that do not try out the food waste bags are provided 
with larger designated bags (20 litre), while those residents already given food 
waste bags will have 15-litre designated bags. 
 
"We are impressed by the efforts of the property management and the 
Incorporated Owners in educating and encouraging the residents to participate 
in the source separation of waste, and to try out the designated bags and food 
waste bags. Useful information will be collected through questionnaire survey 
in the coming weeks for analysis by the EPD."  said Prof Poon Chi-sun, the 
Chairman of the ACE Waste Management Subcommittee. 
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EPD spares no efforts in carrying out the publicity and educational campaign 
through video demonstration, display panels, posters/leaflets and guidelines. 
Residents are also welcome to make full use of the new round of enquiry desk 
service and the existing hotline service. A new poster with questions and 
answers has been specially designed for the trial scheme and is now posted at 
the lobby and common areas of the housing estates. 
 
Ends/Wednesday, January 17, 2007 


