
檢 討 與 制 定 海 水 水 質 指 標  – 第 一 階 段 公 眾 諮 詢  
 
Review and Development of Marine Water Quality Objectives (WQOs) -   
First  Stage Public Engagement 
 
 
問 卷  
Quest ionnaire 
 
 
問 題 (1)  :  你 對「 檢 討 與 制 定 海 水 水 質 指 標  –  第 一 階 段 公 眾 諮 詢 文 件 」 (下 稱「 諮 詢 文 件 」)  

內 第 4 節 列 出 的 主 要 的 檢 討 事 宜 有 何 意 見 ？   
Q(1) : What are your views on the key issues set out in Section 4 of the “Fi r s t  S tage  Publ ic  Engagement  

Document  for  the  Review and Development  of  Mar ine  Wate r  Qua l i ty  Objec t ives  (WQOs)”  
(hereaf te r  re fe rs  to  as  the  “Engagement Document”) ? 

 
   (請 在 此 輸 入 文 字  Please f i l l  in  here)                

As pointed out  in  Sect ion 4,  the seawater  quali ty  in  the western par t  of  Hong Kong 
terr i tory has  not  been promising due to  the inf luence of  the Pear l  River,  i .e .  the  
Guangdong province.   In  our  opinion,  the set t ing of  WQO for  Hong Kong should  
not  be considered as an isolated case in view of  the proximity with the Pear l  River  
Delta .   Imposing s tr ic ter  WQOs and t ighter  control  of  the local  eff luent  
d ischarges may not  help improve the qual i ty  of  the waters  of  Hong Kong.  
 
On top of  the impact of  Pearl  River ,  the inf luence of  residues/sediments  in  local  
areas  shal l  not  be ignored.  Some areas may have been pol luted for  many years  and 
the seabed may have heavy deposits  of  unwanted mater ials  which can s lowly 
re lease out  pol lu tants .  I t  would not  be so  meaningful  to  set  s tr ingent WQOs in  
v iew of  these pers is tent  background contr ibut ions or  else  the seabed should be 
cleaned up pr ior  to  implementat ion of  the new WQO. 

 
 
 
問 題 (2)  :   你 對 諮 詢 文 件 內 第 2 節 列 出 的 實 益 用 途 和 敏 感 受 體 有 何 意 見 ？ 你 認 爲 在 檢 討

中 ， 還 應 考 慮 其 他 實 益 用 途 嗎 ？  
Q(2) :  What are your views on the beneficial uses and sensitive receivers set out in Section 2 of the 

Engagement Document ? Are you aware of any other beneficial uses of waters that should be 
considered in this review ? 

 
   (請 在 此 輸 入 文 字  Please f i l l  in  here)                

Apart  from the uses of  marine waters  set  out  in  Section 2 ( i .e .  amenit ies,  
maricul ture ,  f isher ies,  cool ing,  to i le t  f lushing,  navigat ion,  eff luent  d ischarge,  
sand borrowing and mud disposal) ,  potent ia l  benef icial  uses  of  mar ine waters  for  
var ious k inds of  purposes such as  desal inat ion,  t idal  energy,  wave energy and 
offshore wind farm, etc .  should also be considered in  the review.  
 
In  Table 2.1 of  Page 4 of  “Technical  Note  on Review of  Local  Condit ions and 
Overseas Pract ices”,  there is  “Nil”  seawater  in take in Zone 3 Southern Waters  
where Lamma Power Stat ion is  located .   Apparent ly,  the seawater  in take of  those 
power s ta t ions in  the o ther  water  zones has  not  been counted as  wel l .   We would 
be grateful  if  EPD could c lar ify.   

 
 
 
問 題 (3)  :   就 保 護 水 域 的 各 種 實 益 用 途 、 敏 感 受 體 和 敏 感 生 物 群 而 言 ， 你 認 爲 保 護 的 優 先

次 序 和 程 度 應 如 何 ？  
Q(3) :  What are your views on the priority and level of protection for various beneficial uses, sensitive 

receivers and sensitive organisms that should be protected through the WQOs ? 



 
   (請 在 此 輸 入 文 字  Please f i l l  in  here)                

Along with sensi t ive uses of  waters  for  important  species  and bathing beaches,  
pr ior i ty should also be given to the benef icial  uses  of  water  bodies  for  large scale  
cool ing systems bui l t  to  serve the publ ic  such as  d is tr ic t  cool ing and the cool ing 
system of  power generat ing plants  which are able to  take advantage of  energy 
eff ic iency,  resul t ing in savings in fresh water  and energy consumption as a  whole.  

  
 
 
問 題 (4)  :  除 諮 詢 文 件 內 附 錄 A 所 列 的 資 料 外 ， 下 階 段 的 研 究 還 應 考 慮 什 麽 類 型 的 水 質 指

標 或 參 數 ？  
Q(4) : In respect of Appendix A of the Engagement Document, what other types of WQOs or parameters 

should be considered in the next stage ? 

 
   (請 在 此 輸 入 文 字  Please f i l l  in  here)                

 
A pragmatic  approach should  be taken in  revis ing the WQOs.  Change in  habi t  of  
c i t izens wil l  no doubt  affect  the background data  or  the achievement  of  WQO for  
cer ta in parameters .   The drast ic  increase in the use of  b leaching solut ion for  
sani tary purpose in recent  years  may have already elevated the  level  of  to ta l  
residual  chlor ine and chlor inat ion by-products  in  the seawater .   Inclusion of  
these two parameters  in the WQOs must  be careful ly considered.   Surfactants  as  
wel l  as  oi l  and grease can come from domest ic  usage and are  dif f icult  to  ident ify 
their  sources  and implement  controls .  
 
Select ion of  WQO for  individual  parameter  should consider  the avai lable 
technology of  treatment and the l imit  of  detection of  the re levant  s tandard method.  
 
The adoption of  ‘Use-Protect ion Approach’  may invi te  claims from users  with  
commercial  purposes.   Users  may maintain  their  businesses ,  a lbei t  a t  a  loss ,  in  
order  to  get  compensat ion.  

 
 
 
問 題 (5)  :   你 對 諮 詢 文 件 內 第 5 節 提 議 的 水 質 指 標 檢 討 方 法 有 何 意 見 ？   
Q(5) : What are your views on the review approaches as set out in Section 5 of the Engagement Document ? 

 
   (請 在 此 輸 入 文 字  Please f i l l  in  here)                

 
In  general ,  we go along with the review approaches as  set  out  in  the document.  
However ,  the l imits  of  eff luent  discharge from the exis t ing plants  /  d ischarge 
bodies  may be dictated  by their  physical  conf igurat ion and operat ion condit ions.   
As such,  i t  i s  recommended to take in to consideration the operat ion and 
environmental  condit ions of  the exis t ing plants  /  d ischarge bodies  on set t ing of  the 
WQO parameters  in  the specif ic  waters .  

 
 
 
問 題 (6)  :   在 下 階 段 的 研 究 中 ， 還 應 考 慮 那 些 水 質 管 理 概 念 和 水 質 指 標 的 制 定 方 法 ？  
Q(6) : What broad water quality management principles and WQO approaches should be considered in the 

next stage ? 

 

   (請 在 此 輸 入 文 字  Please f i l l  in  here)                

                            
 
In  the next  s tage,  the Government should aim at  l ia is ing with  Guangdong for  
es tabl ishing a se t  of  regional  WQO. I t  would be more meaningful  to  consider  the  
waters  of  Hong Kong and the vast  body of  South China Sea as  a  whole.  



Quanti ta t ive data  showing the extent  of  Pear l  River’s  inf luence on Hong Kong’s  
water  should be disclosed so as  to  ass is t  s takeholders to  have a fu l l  p ic ture.   
Antic ipated benef i ts  of  the Stra tegic  Sewage Disposal  Scheme when i t  is  fu l ly 
implemented should  be considered.   Short- term impact  on water  qual i ty  due to  
surface runoff  by heavy ra infal l  is  another  factor  to  be considered.  

 
 


