[image: image1.wmf]RECLAMATION

0

1000

2000

3000

4000

5000

6000

1

6

11

16

21

26

31

36

41

46

51

56

61

66

71

76

81

86

91

96

101

106

Year

Hectares

[image: image3.jpg]


[image: image4.jpg]


[image: image5.jpg]


Safeguarding our Heritage: A Clean Victoria Harbour Safeguarding our Heritage: A Clean Victoria Harbour Safeguarding our Heritage: A Clean Victoria Harbour Safeguarding our Heritage: A Clean Victo ria Harbour Safeguarding our Heritage: A Clean Victoria Harbour S afeguarding our Heritage: A Clean Victoria Harbour Safeguarding our Heritage: A Clean Victoria Harbour Safeguarding our Heritage: A Clean Victoria Harbour Safeguarding our Heritage: A Clean Victo ria Harbour Safeguarding our Heritage: A Clean Victoria Harbour S afeguarding our Heritage: A Clean Victoria Harbour Safeguarding o ur Heritage: A Clean Victoria Harbour Safeguarding our Heritage: A Clean Victoria Harbour Safeguarding our Heritage: A Clean Victo ria Harbour Safeguarding our Heritage: A Clean Victoria Harbour S afeguarding our Heritage: A Clean Victoria Harbour Safeguarding o ur Heritage: A Clean Victoria Harbour Safe guarding our Heritage: A Clean Victoria Harbour Safeguarding our Heritage: A Clean Victo ria Harbour Safeguarding our Heritage: A C lean Victoria Harbour Safeguarding our Heritage: A Clean Victoria Harbour Safeguarding our Heritage: A Clean Victoria Harbour Safe guarding our Heritage: A Clean Victoria Harbour Safeguarding our Heritage: A Clean Victo ria Harbour Safeguarding our Heritage: A C lean Victoria Harbour Safeguarding our Heritage: A Clean Victoria Harbour Safeguarding our Heritage: A Clean Victoria Harbour Safe guarding our Heritage: A Clean Victoria Harbour Safeguarding our Heritage: A Clean Victo ria Harbour Safeguarding our Heritage: A C lean Victoria Harbour Safeguarding our Heritage: A Clean Victoria Harbour Safeguarding our Heritage: A Clean Victoria Harbour Safeguarding our Heritage:
Safeguarding our Heritage:

A Clean Victoria Harbour
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This is a lovely harbour, isn’t it? However, if you look close enough, you will find that the harbour is covered with all kinds of rubbish: foam lunch boxes, plastic bags, soft drink cans, paper bags, plastic bottles, packages of all sorts of things, whatever you can think of. This harbour is known all over the world, we always learn that it’s the key to Hong Kong’s success, it actually symbolizes Hong Kong, our home. Do you want your home to be full of rubbish? And smelly as well?

The Harbour

Where is it?
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Victoria Harbour refers to the waters between Kap Shui Mun and Lei Yue Mun.

This covers an area of 42.74 square kilometres and includes the coastal areas along Hong Kong Island and Kowloon Peninsula.

The origin of its name
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In 1842 Hong Kong Island was ceded to Britain. In 1861 Kowloon Peninsula was ceded too. In the same year, the waters between Hong Kong Island and Kowloon Peninsula were named after Queen Victoria and were called “Victoria Harbour” from then on. 

Pollution
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Where do the pollutions come from?

Waste water is emitted into the harbour without being treated, or with little treatment, the sea water is contaminated with all kinds of poisonous chemicals: detergents, soluble heavy metal ions, dyes, toxicants…Marine lives are killed by the poisons, people are irritated by the unpleasant smell. 

People dump a lot of solid waste into the harbour, too. When people are walking along the coast and there are no rubbish bins nearby, they’ll throw their rubbish into the harbour without a thought. When people on ferries or boats get seasick, they simply vomit into the harbour.

What are the consequences of the pollutions?

1) Toxic substances kill marine organisms directly. That’s why we don’t usually see full grown fish in Victoria Harbour.
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2) Algal blooms are natural phenomena in which microscopic, single-celled algae multiply very fast or "bloom". Some algal blooms discolour the sea water, turning it to pink, red, brown, reddish- brown or deep green and are called red tides.

An algal bloom will be caused if a number of factors are satisfied at the same time, these factors include sunlight, nutrients, trace elements, salinity, water temperature and water flow.

When an algae bloom occurs, growth and death of algae use up dissolved oxygen in water, marine organisms will then die of suffocation.

3) Rubbish floating on the harbour makes it awful to look at. Decomposition of rubbish produces unpleasant smells.

Reclamation and Dredging
Since there are small areas of flat lands and a lot of people in Hong Kong, the government has always considered reclamation as an effective way of getting extra land. The change of coastline along Hong Kong Island and Kowloon Peninsula over the century is shown below.


This aerial photograph was taken in 1945.


This photograph was taken in 1964.


This was taken in 1975.


This photo was taken in 1989.

Here is a graph showing the amount of reclaimed land.
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Reclamation has made the harbour narrower and narrower. Since the area of the harbour decreases, it is more difficult for the waste water to flow to the open sea for dilution and this results in eye pollution and causes bad smell.

Reclamation and dredging stir up the mud and sand on the seabed, this makes the water unclear and awful to look at.

Dredging requires the use of heavy-duty machines underwater, this may kill aquatic lives.

Importance of the Harbour

1) Victoria Harbour is reputed for being wide and deep enough for all kinds of ships to enter and anchor safely. Port facilities are also well developed. Winter in Hong Kong is not cold enough to freeze the sea water so that ships can pass through all year round. All these made Victoria Harbour a good port. Hong Kong’s entrepot trade would not have begun if we had not had this harbour. It’s actually one of the essential elements in Hong Kong’s development. 

2) Sailing across the harbour was the only means of transportation between Hong Kong Island and Kowloon Peninsula before any tunnels were built. It is still an important means of transportation nowadays.

Why Clean Up the Harbour?

1) Since the harbour is so important to us, we should thank the harbour, keep it clean and lovely instead of polluting it.

2) Victoria Harbour is currently dirty and smelly. The pollutants in the harbour are killing the marine lives. It is also unpleasant to look at and it smells bad.

3) If the harbour is clean we can have all our lovely fish back. Having fish swimming in the harbour certainly adds a bit of joy in our lives.

4) A dirty harbour symbolizes a dirty Hong Kong; a clean harbour therefore symbolizes a clean Hong Kong. If we want to be living in a clean place we should clean up our harbour.

How to Clean Up the Harbour?

What has been done?

1) Since the opening of the Chemical Waste Treatment Centre on Tsing Yi Island in April 1993, more than 410000 tonnes of chemical wastes have been treated there.

2) Major deep tunnel collector system and treatment works are under construction. The system consists of 24 kilometres of large tunnels under the central urban area and sewage treatment works at Stonecutters Island.

3) The Hong Kong-Guangdong Environmental Protection Liaison Group is studying air and water pollution in Hong Kong and Guangdong.

What more can be done?

1) A larger and more effective sewage treatment center should be built so that all sewage can be well treated before they are emitted into the sea.

2) Longer sewage pipes should be built so that sewage can be emitted in a more remote area. This method can help make Victoria Harbour cleaner but it is actually polluting another place.

3) Stricter enforcement of law against littering.

4) More research work should be done before reclamation is carried out. Marine lives, water quality, transportation and the harbour view should be taken into consideration.

5) Hire more people to remove the rubbish in Victoria Harbour.

Future of the Harbour

1) There has been a proposal about reclaiming an area of 38 hectares from the harbour between the outlying island ferry pier and the HKCEC to provide sites for infrastructure developments and commercial and government offices.

According to a survey done by a company, 80% of respondents think that the government's reclamation plan is bad for Hong Kong's Tourism Industry. 

(See below)

	Attitude towards government's reclamation plan for Wanchai and Central
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The reasons for opposing the plan are as follows:

1) The proposed area for reclamation is too large.

2) Further development in area of Central and Wanchai will increase the transportation pressure and cause an uneven population distribution.

3) The natural harbour with deep water is a unique asset of Hong Kong and it attracts visitors from all over the world. Further reclamation will ruin the attractiveness of our beautiful harbour and Hong Kong's competitive advantage will be affected.

4) The reclamation proposal has violated the principle of the Protection of the Harbour Ordinance.  

5) The harbour has been narrowed a lot and should avoid any further reclamation.

2) According to a survey done by Cable News Network (CNN), 55% of respondents said they were somewhat dissatisfied with efforts by the government to tackle both air and water pollution.
From the above, we see that most people are concerned with the harbour’s existence and its cleanness. It is unlikely that the harbour will disappear from any map of Hong Kong in the near future. And if government officials listen to Hong Kong citizens and take action to clean up the harbour, the condition of the harbour will improve and we will succeed in safeguarding our heritage.
Lei Yue Mun





Kap Shui Mun





Some micro-algae commonly present in Hong Kong waters.





Stonecutters Island sewage treatment works
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