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The Importance of Victoria Harbour

As we all know, Victoria Harbour is renowned for its deepness and its capacity of ship anchoring. It is definitely an ideal shelter for ship anchoring as it is surrounded by hills. In 1842, the British found this natural wonder, which was a very good place to anchor and repair their ships. Hence, they requested China to give Hong Kong to them as their colony in the Treaty of Nanjing. Hong Kong started to change from an unknown village to a famous entrepot. As time goes, Hong Kong has now been developed into an international financial center. Thanks to our Victoria Harbour which gives Hong Kong such a significant change. Without it, Hong Kong may still be a traditional village with poor living standard. 

Victoria Harbour still plays an important role nowadays though entrepot trade is not as significant as before.
First of all, Victoria Harbour provides the possibility for sea transportation. Citizens, if they wish, they can take ferries other than MTR or buses to cross the harbour. Also, sea transport is the only way of traveling to some of the outlying islands like Cheung Chau. 
Besides, it gives us another entertainment as well. On some special occasions like the Lunar New Year and the first day of July, there are fireworks taken place in the Victoria Harbour. We can take the opportunity to gather our friends and relatives to view those fireworks. People often have lots of fun from those events since the fireworks are always very attractive and brilliant!

Victoria Harbour is one of the famous scenic spot of Hong Kong. Many visitors come to Hong Kong not just aim at shopping but also want to see our beautiful harbour. It is indeed a tourist attraction of Hong Kong. All Hong Kong people should feel proud of having such an unique harbour even in a small place like Hong Kong.

Problems face by Victoria Harbour nowadays

However, the Victoria Harbour has been facing more and more threats nowadays. The water in the Victoria Harbour is getting dirtier and being polluted by us. 
The first reason is due to the large scale of reclamation. Over the years, the total area of the reclamation is over 2,700 hectares. That is nearly equivalent to 3 Kowloon Peninsulars or 2 Chek Lap Kok Airports. Such reclamation works create lots of problems to our harbour.
Firstly, the reclamation causes immense water pollution by pouring the soil and rock debris into the sea. This will make the quality of the water become poor and muddy.

The food chain of marine organisms was therefore destroyed while such an action will indirectly kill them as lacking of food to eat. Many valuable lives will be lost by the selfishness of human beings. The marine ecosystem will be upset as well.
The natural landscape of Hong Kong will also be adversely affected. With continuous reclamation, our Victoria Harbour will get smaller and smaller, even vanish at last. To produce more land on both sides of the harbour will cause more serious overpopulation and traffic congestion problems. This will lower the living standard in these areas. What is more, we may not be able to see the beautiful sea view in the future!
Tourism will have a tremendous decline if the condition of Victoria Harbour becomes worse. According to a survey, there is about 55% of tourists come to Hong Kong for the purpose of visiting our Victoria Harbour. So, if we continue to destroy the harbour, there will not be so many tourists being attracted to visit Hong Kong. We must know a decline in tourism will only make our economy even more difficult to recover. 

Reclamation will affect the sea transportation as well because the harbour will be shallower. Thus, some big ships may not be able to anchor along the harbour. This will, in turn, affect the import and export trade in Hong Kong. So, the competitive power of Hong Kong will be comparatively lower than other Southeast Asia countries. 

Another reason is closely related citizens ourselves. Some inconsiderate citizens, for the sake of convenience, deliberately throw rubbish on the sea surface. When we are traveling on the ferries, we can easily see a lot of plastic bags, soft drink cans, foam packages floating on the sea. Littering on the sea surface will cause tremendous problems.

Those rubbish in Victoria Harbour will definitely destroy the excellent view. Also, when the tourists see those rubbish, they may think Hong Kong people are inconsiderate and uneducated. Therefore, they will leave a bad impression to Hong Kong and may tell this unpleasant experience to their friends and relatives. As a result, the tourism in Hong Kong will drop as foreigners will not consider Hong Kong is the Pearl of the Orient any more and will not come to Hong Kong to spend their holidays.

Throwing rubbish to the sea is detrimental to marine organisms. For example, the plastic bags will kill the organisms by suffocation. The deaths of these organisms will badly affect the ecosystem as well as the image of Victoria Harbour.

Ways To Improve The Condition Of
Victoria Harbour

The first method is to stop reclamation on both sides of the harbour as we have discussed so many adverse effects before. In fact, there are other ways to find and explore new land instead of reclamation.

This can be done by developing the New Territories which will bring about the following advantages:
1. There is about 12,000 hectares of undeveloped land in New Territories which is much more than the reclamation can provide. Developing these areas can help meeting the increasing population in the future. (About 10 million people in 2030 is estimated)
2. Developing new towns can ease the congestion problem in the urban areas.
3. New towns enable residents have healthy living environment because the air quality is far better in these areas.
4. The developments of new towns in New Territories allows full use of the valuable land in Hong Kong and have a balance development in both urban and rural areas.

The second method is to provide education to the public. The government needs to teach the public on how to learn protecting our Victoria Harbour and realize the importance of Victoria Harbour to Hong Kong by not littering to the harbour.

This public education is especially important to children, our pillars of tomorrow. As they are still young, it will be easier for them to learn the right message of being a good and responsible citizen. They are the future heritors of Hong Kong who play an important role to improve the impression of Hong Kong to foreign countries.

The government can consider the following ways to educate the public in order to protect Victoria Harbour:

1. Broadcast educational advertisements or comedies through the mass media like televisions and radios to the public.
2. Hold poster or slogan design competitions in order to enhance the participation rate of the public. The public will then find out the importance of Victoria Harbour and protect the harbour from the bottom of their hearts.
3. Present plays and games to schools so students can receive these correct messages in an enjoyable way.

Conclusion
In short, I hope every Hong Kong citizen can realize that they are the one who need to protect our Victoria Harbour. It is in fact the basic responsibility of a citizen. As a good and responsible citizen, we should not throw trash to our harbour. In addition, we ought to respect our harbour as well as by trying to promote the harbour to outsiders from other parts of the world. Victoria Harbour really brings lots of benefit to Hong Kong in many aspects, like transportation, tourism, economy and etc. All of us should feel proud of having such an excellent harbour. Therefore, I believe as long as the public realizes the contributions of Victoria Harbour, everyone will not litter or do other harmful things to the Victoria Harbour anymore.
Last but not least, the government can consider developing new towns in New Territories to open new areas instead of reclamation as reclamation causes a lot of adverse effects as mentioned before. I wish we could have a clean and beautiful Victoria Harbour by implementing the above suggestions.
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