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	The Legacy of Victoria Harbour 
Hong Kong is known as the "fragrant harbour." But does this name still capture the essence of what the harbour has become today? 

The name, "fragrant harbour", was given to Hong Kong before the 

1850's, the dawn of Hong Kong's legacy into the world as the most vibrant 

trading port of Asia where trading from all around the world passed 

through. Prior to the arrival of the British into the ports of Hong Kong, it 

was just a small community of fishermen and entrepot port, as well as a 

safe haven for travelers and the like. During the last few decades after 

the Second World War, Hong Kong's luster began to diminish rapidly, from 

the Pearl of the Orient to the woeful city it is today. 
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	Hong Kong, as some scholars say, may have been named because of all the sweet smelling herbs and incense exported, filling the air with an unresistable fragrance. But now as you stand by that putrid harbour and absorb the pungent fragrance, permeating and invading your nostrils, is Hong Kong anyway near the golden days of it's fame and splendor? Still being the world's busiest deep water port, how can Hong Kong attain the glory it once had? 
A population of nearly 7 million people is within Hong Kong, a vibrant port. Hong Kong depends on water for seafood production, recreation, navigation, and supply of cooling and flushing water. The inhabitants of the sea range from microscopic algae to dolphins. Hong Kong is determined to 
	
	

	
	save all these diverse forms of life. 
Hong Kong's luster is attributed to its fragrance, but all that has been rudely replaced by the intoxicating effluences of human, industrial and toxic waste. How has such a dramatic change occured in such a 
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	few decades? The legacy of Hong Kong is ruined by mistreatment of human sewage, trash, industrial waste, that is all neglectfully outflowed into the harbour, and reclamation of the harbour land. 
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	Water Pollution of Victoria Harbour 
Water pollution can be invisible to the naked eye, but its affects can be noticed easily. Bacteria, chemicals and other various types of pollutants can cause swimmers and sea life to become sick or die. Hong Kong, like other 
	

	
	major cities around the world, is trying diligently to combat the impending problem of pollution. Pollution can arise from many different factors including human, livestock or industrial waste. Hong Kong is working hard to stop the increased outflow of 
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	pollution, as well as, reclaiming unpolluted water from other areas in Hong Kong. 
	

	
	Sources of Pollution 
A. Human Waste 

Hong Kong's water integrity is threatened by the ever-present threat of increased amounts of untreated human excrements recklessly discharged into the Harbour. Domestic Sewage is the inevitable problem that comes with a huge population. Hong Kong's treatment system was never created to 
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	withstand such a great outflow of human waste. Consequently, as of this moment 50% of sewage is pumped untreated into the harbour, while 40% are strained of solids and 10% are given further treatment. This problem should be of major concern and should be eliminated immediately before it's affects are too drastic and irreversible. 
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	B. Industrial Waste 
Industrial waste also plays a key role in degrading the water quality in Victoria Harbour. Everyday two million tonnes of industrial and sewage liquid waste are dumped into the Victoria Harbour illegally through the use 
	

	
	of the sewage system. The amount of metals, compounds and toxic waste poured into the harbour are an extraordinary amount which are detrimental to the water of the harbour. These discharges cause natural proportions of chemicals to become imbalanced causing the pollution in the 
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	harbour to worsen. 
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	C. Reclamation of the Harbour 
Reclamation of the harbour has caused Hong Kong more problems dealing with the impeding pollution problem. Debris and run off from the reclaimed land and soil dumped into the sea during reclamation pollutes the harbour as well as changes its state. The harbour has been narrowed because of the reclamation meaning that water does not flow as fast and as much now through the harbour causing waste to stay in the harbour longer prolonging their affects on the water. 
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	Victoria Harbour Today 
Hong Kong's estuarine waters are being flooded by pollutants from 

Officials checking chemical levels 
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	Guangzhou and Shenzhen because China is not strict about their policies on water treatment. Drinking water and around 2,000 major industrial factories and 200,000 smaller ones in Hong Kong are affected by 
	

	
	
	
	this outflow from China. Agricultural pollution in 
Hong Kong comes from 
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	pig and poultry waste. This amounts for almost six tonnes of solid waste. Hong Kong produces around 26,000 tonnes of solid waste 
	
	
	

	
	a day. Around 3.5 million people reside around Victoria Harbour. This space 
	

	
	[image: image60]
	
	is also shared by a large sector of industrial companies. Little treatment, if any at all, are applied to the effluences and industrial waste coming from 
	

	
	these sources. 25% of the urban land is Hong Kong has been acquired through reclamation, so causing less current to flush out waste and pollution causing a high build up of waste. 
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	Strategy to Save the Harbour 
In order for Victoria Harbour to regain the glory it once had, the 

people and the government both need to work together to ensure the pro 

tection of the harbour before it is too late. Over the past few years the 

government has concieved many schemes that can reduce the amount of 

pollution entering the harbour. However, all these plans will be rendered 

useless if the people in Hong Kong don't do their part by not littering into 

the harbour. The people should also follow the new ordinances set up by 

government to save the harbour for future generations. 

Role of the Government and the EPD 

Current Actions 

The government has developed many plans over the years to combat 

the severe issue of pollution in the seas and especially Victoria Harbour. 

The many schemes include an already under construction network of under 

ground sewage networks that link to a main treatment plant in Tsing Yi and a 

sub treatment plant in Lantau Island that are proposed to treat 80% of all 

the sewage that accumulates daily. There are also many proposed sewage 

networks that can be used in conjunction with the main treatment plant in 

Tsing Yi to further combat the growing threat of pollution in Hong Kong. 
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	The government has been very diligent in dealing with the water pollution problem these past two decades and the results are very excellent. The Environmental Protection Department (EPD) keeps track of the quality 1,700 sq km of Hong Kong's water. The goals of the EPD in montitoring Hong Kong's waters are to better the current state of the water in Hong Kong, keep them in compliance with the Water Quality Objectives, and to control the pollution of water 
Toxic metal waste dropped from 7,000 kilogrammes per day in 1993 to 2,000 kilogrammes per day in 2000. At the end of 2001, the first stage of the Harbour Area Treatment Scheme (HATS) for Victoria Harbour was completed. Now 70% of all sewage in the Harbour is treated. 
	
	

	
	Hong Kong now keeps a strict tab on the water quality at all times by testing a multitude of factors to ensure they are at safe levels. These include temperature, pH, 
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	salinity. Water and sediment samples are also taken and sent to labs to test for 40 different types of parameters such as nutrients and bacteria. Water quality is tested once a month whil sediment quality is tested twice a year. 
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	Future Plans 
The government has developed a three system plan to combat against 

the growing issue: combating pollution at the source, enhancing sewer net 

works and dealing with sewage. 

A. Combating Pollution at the Source 

The EPD utilizes the Water Pollution Control Ordinance to keep tract 

of all outflow of pollution into the harbour. Entities who wish to discharge 

waste into the harbour must meet to the standards specified by the EPD. 

Once fulfilled they will be given clearance to discharge waste into the 

harbour. These entities are regularly checked to see if they achieve the 

standards. 

B. Enhancing Sewer Networks 

Stormwater drains should not be used to discharge sewage as they 

should be discharged into sewers. Stormwater drains are only used to clear 

rainwater on the streets. The EPD makes sure that everyone has access to 

the sewer system and a working septic tank system. There is a plan right 

now to allow for an increase of 2 million people by 2016, for them to have access 

to the sewers. 
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	C. Dealing with Sewage 
	

	
	The Harbour Area Treatment Scheme (HATS) is used 
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	treating sewage around 
Victoria Harbour. Kowloon 

and parts of Hong Kong Island are 

linked to the Stonecutters Island 

sewage treatment works. There are 

other stages of the HATS underworks 
	

	
	and should be completed sometime during 2003. 
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	Role of Citizens 
Eventhough the government has so many different strategies to com 

bat the growth of pollution in the Victoria Harbour, the responsibility also 

relies on people. And if people don't do their part, all that the government 

has thought of will be rendered obsolete. 

It requires everyone in Hong Kong to help or we will never be able to 

save our harbour. The government needs people to stop littering and start 

obeying new laws set up to protect the environment then, and only then, will 

we be able to save the essence of Hong Kong for the next generation. 
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	[image: image99]
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	





