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Safeguarding our Heritage:

A Clean Victoria Harbour
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The origin of Hong Kong
Lying between the Hong Kong Island and the Kowloon Peninsula, Victoria Harbour is the most famous scenic spot in Hong Kong.
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On the Hong Kong side of the harbour, you can find some of the most important government and trade buildings, such as the Government Headquarters, the Court of Final Appeal, the Legislative Council and the Hong Kong Bank.
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You can also see the Convention and Exhibition Centre where the ceremony of the transfer of sovereignty took place in 1997.  On the Kowloon side, there are the Cultural Centre, a lot of museums and the Peninsular Hotel.


Along Victoria harbour, there are many important buildings. It seems that the harbour is the ‘origin’ of Hong Kong. Economic, academic, artistic, literary and musical activities can all be found there. The harbour also shows the evidence of the titles of Hong Kong --  ‘Asia’s world city’ and ‘The City of Life’.

The Dreamlike Night Piece in 

Victoria Harbour

Victoria Harbour is beautiful in the daytime.  You can find large ocean liners as well as small Chinese fishing boats there.  Western style yachts and small Chinese boats stay side by side in the Causeway Bay Typhoon Shelter.
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Victoria Harbour is even more beautiful at night.  The lights on both sides of the harbour are shining like stars in heaven. When you are at the Peak, you can take the breath-taking sight of the reflections of lights twinkling below in Victoria Harbour.
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The night-view of Victoria Harbour, which enchants foreigners and local alike, is one reason for this city being known as a tourist’s paradise and the ‘Pearl of the Orient’.


Victoria Harbour is often praised, but is it the truth that all people agree the harbour is excellent? Let’s see how the foreigners really feel.
Safeguarding our Heritage:

A Clean Victoria Harbour
Questionnaire

Introduction:  Good morning/afternoon/evening. I’m doing a survey and would like to get some information about people’s comments on Victoria Harbour. Would you mind spending little time to answer a few questions?

1. Are you a local resident? (If no >> Where do you come from? Is it your first time visiting HK?)
No. From Holland.

2. How do you feel about Hong Kong? 
Very nice. Like shopping here. The night piece is excellent.

3. Do you think Victoria Harbour is one of the main scenic spots in Hong Kong?
Yes.

4. What are your opinions about Victoria? (e.g. Is it beautiful? Is it clean?)
Very nice. So tidy. So pretty.

5. Is it a romantic place for couple’s dating?
Yes.

6. Is it an enjoyable place for families to visit?
Yes.

7. It is said that Victoria Harbour is a heritage of Hong Kong. So, how can we safeguard our heritage? How can we keep it clean?
Public awareness should be kept raising.
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Thank you for your co-operation.
The date was not adjusted.

Safeguarding our Heritage:

A Clean Victoria Harbour
Questionnaire

Introduction:  Good morning/afternoon/evening. I’m doing a survey and would like to get some information about people’s comments on Victoria Harbour. Would you mind spending little time to answer a few questions?

1.
Are you a local resident? (If no >> Where do you come from? Is it your first time visiting HK?)
Yes. Lived in England for 20 years. Came from Hong Kong since 1997

2.
How do you feel about Hong Kong? 
A good place. Various kinds of food. Smart people.

3. Do you think Victoria Harbour is one of the main scenic spots in Hong Kong?
Yes. Beautiful.

4. What are your opinions about Victoria? (e.g. Is it beautiful? Is it clean?)
Very tidy. Comfortable.

5. Is it a romantic place for couple’s dating?
Yes. The view is very good.

6. Is it an enjoyable place for families to visit?
Yes. Many decoration.

7. It is said that Victoria Harbour is a heritage of Hong Kong. So, how can we safeguard our heritage? How can we keep it clean?
Very good work already. Keep it on.
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Thank you for your co-operation.
The date was not adjusted.
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After interviewing these two foreigners, I felt very happy as I was told that the harbour was very nice and it was very clean. Suddenly, I was astounded to see that there were lots of rubbish such as plastic bags, drink cans and polystyrene boxes floating on the sea. I was so angry and wondered why people did not have any civic virtue. How come they can pollute the sea? How come they can damage the Nature? How come they don’t treasure our heritage?
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A lot of rubbish is floating on the sea.

Some oily liquid floating on the sea makes the harbour very dirty.

(As the photo taken on 14th December 2002 cannot be expressed, those photos taken on the following day are shown instead.)

I even found that there were some people fishing. They liked throwing their ‘used’ cigarette into the sea while they were fishing. They may even throw their damaged equipment and dead fish into the sea.

Safeguarding our Heritage:

A Clean Victoria Harbour
Questionnaire

Introduction:  Good morning/afternoon/evening. I’m doing a survey and would like to get some information about people’s comments on Victoria Harbour. Would you mind spending little time to answer a few questions?

1. 
Are you a local resident? (If no >> Where do you come from? Is it your first time visiting HK?)
No. From London.

2. How do you feel about Hong Kong? 
An exciting place.

3. Do you think Victoria Harbour is one of the main scenic spots in Hong Kong?
Yes. So pretty.

4. What are your opinions about Victoria? (e.g. Is it beautiful? Is it clean?)
Beautiful but very untidy.

5. Is it a romantic place for couple’s dating?
Yes. The wind blows softly and the scenery is very great.

6. Is it an enjoyable place for families to visit?
Yes. 

7. It is said that Victoria Harbour is a heritage of Hong Kong. So, how can we safeguard our heritage? How can we keep it clean?
Education is most important.
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Thank you for your co-operation.
How to keep our Victoria Harbour clean?

Finally, there is somebody telling me the truth. Although she likes the harbour much and agrees that it is a nice harbour, she sees with the fact that the harbour is really untidy. It highly affects the image of the harbour. So, what can we do to against this?

Raising Public Awareness


We will not have enough support if there are just few people realizing the message. Therefore, we need to spread out the message so as to let more people know the importance and methods of keeping our Victoria Harbour clean. In conclusion, it is to raise public awareness. Here are some suggestions:

Carnival can be organised to attract the public to learn more about the reasons and the methods of keeping Victoria clean. Game stalls can be set up. People can learn those things through mini-games, which will not bore them. People will have more interests to participate. Seminars can also be organised at the same day. Popular speakers can be invited. People can get more information from the talk then. 
Public competition can be organized. The participants can learn a lot when they find information. As during the process, they will find out why and how they can keep Victoria clean. They will know that they also have the responsibilities.

Radio dramas, TV programs or shows can be broadcasted. People not only can have an entertainment, but also learn the message through those programs. Also, some popular idols with healthy images can be found to be the actors or actresses to gain more persuasion.

Related bulletin can also be published. People can find information on the booklet. 


Education

Our future depends on the children. We should educate them when they are 

still young. Conscience should be trained up from their childhood.

Ambassador Scheme can be organized. The Scheme aims at enhancing students’ awareness and developing their sense of responsibility towards the environment. Ambassadors can be chosen to preach up the message which is to keep our heritage clean. More Youth can be chosen to be the ambassadors so that more youth can involve. For example, there are totally 18 districts in Hong Kong. Certain amount of people can be chosen in each district so that the message can be advertised faster. The chosen youth can learn more through the scheme, too.  Popular idols or politicos can also be chosen to be the role. They can draw more people’s attention.

Ethical lessons can be set up at schools in order to bring up students’ conscience, sense of belonging and responsibilities. We should educate them that they have to safeguard our heritage as they are also the members of our societies.

Competition can also be held inner school or joint schools. Students can get the message themselves when they do the projects or reports.


Keeping the harbour clean at home

As the sewage discharged will finally be sent to the harbour, we can do some treatment in order to minimize the effect of the sewage towards the harbour. There is a residential garden which possess its own sewage treatment plant in Yuen Long. Therefore, the sewage discharged after the treatment is much cleaner. This takes advantages towards our harbour. We can consider more about the treatment of the sewage thus our harbour can be kept tidier.


Controlling water pollution associated with industry


As the point mentioned above, the sewage discharged from the industrial plants will also be sent to the harbour. Pollutants from some industries include acids and alkalis, which cause change in pH value of water and hence reduce the water quality. Laws, such as the Water Pollution Control Ordinance, which identifies water control zones where restrictions are placed on the type and quantity of effluent which can be discharged, can be made or tightened to control the amount of chemical waste allowed to be discharged into the sea. Factories should be also required to install equipment to treat all effluents before discharge.


Projects concerning the harbour


Indeed there have been already some organizations realizing the importance of safeguarding our heritage. Some projects such as HATS (the Harbour Area Treatment Scheme) have been worked out. The government should fund more to expand and support those projects.
Legislation

It is a strict but effective way. I went to Singapore during the Christmas holidays in 2002. There is really very clean. This may be due to the very strict laws in Singapore thus the citizen or the visitors do not dare to make the city dirty. Victoria Harbour is said to be our heritage, it is very important to keep it clean and pretty. Strict methods should be exerted if we really want to safeguard our heritage.


The Protection of the Harbour Ordinance states that the harbour is our natural heritage and a valuable public asset and should be protected. This principle should apply to the whole of Victoria Harbour, and the punishment should be strengthened. 


Avoid reclamation

Government's proposals to add another 650,000 people on the reclamation within Victoria Harbour will aggravate both water and air pollution. Not only the pollution will be caused, the size of the harbour will become smaller and smaller. Thus reclamation highly affects the image of the harbour and reduces the water quality and hence should be avoided.

Conclusion


After making this report, I learn a lot. Victoria harbour is really a very important heritage of Hong Kong. It attracts many foreigners to visit Hong Kong.

The visitors’ impression does not only depend on the beauty of the harbour, but also its cleanliness. Cleaning up the harbour is important for the protection of public health, for the marine environment, and to realize the vision of sustaining Hong Kong as one of the world’s great cities. The harbour is at the heart of the city. Its health and attractiveness help to shape the health and attractiveness of the city around it.


There is no one single measure that will clean up the harbour. A range of infrastructure and programmes have to be put in place and maintained if sustained improvement in the quality of the harbour is to be achieved. Much work has already been done, but important decisions remain to be taken, especially on the sewage treatment system. Also, not only the government, but also the public should have the awareness and support the scheme. We all have responsibilities to safeguard our heritage and hence keep our Victoria harbour clean. The message should be spread out and we should achieve our aim together. Then, we must success.

 I hope the harbour will very soon be genuinely both beautiful and tidy so that I can honestly tell the foreigners our harbour is excellent, and encourage them to come again and ask more people to visit Hong Kong.

To Safeguard our Heritage

To Keep our Victoria Harbour Clean

~THE END~
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Shung Wing Chung, Alex

Queen Elizabeth School

�


Central Plaza (Wanchai)





�


The Culture Centre (Tsimshatsui)





�


Jardine House (Central)





�


Shun Tak Centre (Sheung Wan)





�


The Convention and Exhibition Centre





�


A Chinese style yacht








�


A liner on the harbour





�





�





�











_1101648800.doc
[image: image1.png]






