Safeguarding Our Heritage: A Clean Victoria Harbour
Victoria Harbour, a deep natural channel running between Hong Kong Island and Kowloon Peninsula, is the main artery for Hong Kong’s trading success. In the past, it served the function of entrepot very well and even now, it is still playing an important role in Hong Kong’s continuing development. Every day, container ships, cargo ships, passenger linears run across Victoria Harbour, money flows into Hong Kong at the same rate. However, it is sad to discover that Victoria Harbour, once a clean harbour, is facing a challenge-it is becoming filthy. Vast numbers of people may have seen all kinds of rubbish such as plastic bags, polystyrene lunch boxes, aluminium cans or oil-like substances floating on the sea when taking a ferry to the outlying islands crossing from Tsim Sha Tsui to Central. 

Victoria Harbour used to be frequently praised both locally and internationally for its cleanliness, width and depth. We should be proud of having such excellent harbour and safeguard it, so that it remains clean after centuries.

Why is it important to safeguard our heritage, Victoria Harbour? There are several reasons. Firstly, Victoria Harbour is a valuable asset of Hong Kong. We must treasure our heritage and recognise its intrinsic worth.

Secondly it is correct that many people attribute Hong Kong’s prosperity to Victoria Harbour. The picture of colourful towering sky-scrapers lining along its shores is still the most familiar image the world has of Hong Kong. The spectacular view of all the marine activity that crowds its surface is also one of the main attractions for tourists who bring considerable amount of money to Hong Kong. If we don’t safeguard this central aspect of our heritage, it will be spoiled by sewage and rubbish, and becomes a  ‘sea of rubbish’ instead of the enchanting ‘sea of beauty’.that it should be The reputation of Hong Kong will be lowered and tourism may decline sharply as a result.
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Thirdly, Victoria Harbour provides a habitat for a variety of marine organisms. The discharge of human sewage, agricultural wastes and industrial wastes has upset the ecological balance of the sea. For example, when oxygen is depleted from the water due to the decomposition of sewage by bacteria, many fish die due to suffocation. Besides, if the sea is polluted by heavy metals, it is toxic to human life as well as marine life since humans eat the fish. From the ecological point of view, it is important to maintain a clean Victoria Harbour.

Our Victoria Harbour provides a habitat for many marine organisms

Victoria Harbour is a valuable and beautiful harbour. We must safeguard this heritage for future generations before it is too late. In order to know how to do so, first of all, we need to have a brief concept of what causes the pollution that so badly affects it. Clearly, the cleanliness of the harbour relates directly to the water it contains, that is the water quality of the harbour. Population and economic growth outstripping sewage services and controls on discharges resulted in serious pollution of Victoria Harbour. Sewage enters the discharge pipes either enters the receiving water, for example, the sea, directly or undergoes treatment before entering the sea. Sewage comes mainly from the wastewater of domestic and household use or industrial use, and may give out a nasty stench. Domestic sewage and livestock wastes either untreated or having undergone only preliminary treatment are discharged into stream then to the sea. For instance, up to late 1980s, most of the sewage dumped into the Victoria Harbour received only preliminary treatment. This means that huge amounts of organic nutrients are discharged into the harbour, which exceeds the natural renewal capacity of our seawater. The high level of organic content may result in high populations of bacteria in the sea or even red tides which is the bloom of algae. . 
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At present, there is already a system of sewage pipes under construction to channel sewage effluent from the urban areas of Kowloon and Hong Kong to a sewage treatment plant at Stonecutters Island for enhanced chemical primary treatment to reduce organic loading from sewage effluents.  

Besides domestic and agriculture sewage, industrial effluents are also discharged into the sea directly by inconsiderate people which, also causes serious pollution of Victoria Harbour.

An inconsiderate man is pouring sewage directly into the sea

Industrial effluents and wastes, which may contain toxic heavy metals, must be collected and taken to the Chemical Treatment Plant at Tsing Yi for neutralization or recycling.

The floating refuse in Victoria Harbour is an eyesore and spoils the reputation of Victoria Harbour. These solid wastes are usually due to indiscriminate dumping of rubbish into the sea by man or the blowing of rubbish into the sea by wind. Although there is a scavenging service to clean up the harbour daily, it has proved to be relatively ineffective and insufficient as there are still huge amounts of floating refuse in Victoria Harbour. Obviously, upgrading the collection fleet is required, so as to increase the quantity of rubbish it can collect each time.  
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Laws have been enacted to punish those who throw rubbish into the sea, discharge untreated effluents into the sea illegally, etc. However, these measures can merely alleviate the pollution problem of Victoria Harbour for just a short time, and cannot really solve the problem. Undoubtedly, legislation for protecting our Victoria Harbour is definitely required to warn offenders, but the true solution lies in education in the long run. It is impossible to catch all those people who throw rubbish into the sea all the time. Some people may even be ignorant about the fact that their acts like discharging livestock wastes into rivers would contaminate Victoria Harbour. The best way is to educate people to safeguard our valuable heritage, a clean Victoria Harbour. 

Education through campaigns, talks, exhibitions, television or radio shows or even tours around Victoria Harbour would allow the public to know about the importance of safeguarding Victoria Harbour. For example, the ‘Hong Kong Environmental Protection Festival 99-Clean Up Victoria Harbour’ jointly organized by the Environmental Protection Department and the Royal Hong Kong Yacht Club in 1999 received a very favourable response from the public. Therefore similar campaigns can 
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be held again to spread the message of safeguarding Victoria Harbour. Education 

produces a long-term effect. Prevention is better then cure. It is better if people are 

aware of the importance of protecting Victoria Harbour and refrain from littering than to have the boats to collect litter from the sea! So, arousing public awareness of the need to protect Victoria Harbour is very important.

Of course, the cooperation of the government is essential, like enforcing the existing laws to protect Victoria Harbour, providing well-developed infrastructure like high-tech sewage treatment plants and giving education on the topic of ‘safeguarding our heritage: a clean Victoria Harbour’.

A sewage treatment plant

After all, it is the responsibility of every citizen in Hong Kong to help safeguarding Victoria Harbour, so that our precious heritage will remain sparkling forever! I hope that my vision of Hong Kong’s heart fifty years hence with the clean water dancing with the reflected lights of diverse shipping, from ocean-liners to the tiniest sampan, all, all enhancing the beauty scene of Hong Kong’s heart-Victoria Harbour! 

.  

The End

