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EPD Celebrates 25   Anniversary 
of Serving Hong Kong

o mark its 25th anniversary, the En-
vironmental Protection Department has organ-
ized a series of public activities, which high-
light the EPD’s work and the importance of its 
mission.

A roving exhibition, which was opened to 
the public at the Hong Kong Central Library on 
June 18, showcases the efforts of the EPD, in 
partnership with the community, to enhance the 
environment and quality of life.

Speaking at the launch ceremony on June 
17, Secretary for the Environment Mr Edward 
Yau said various goals of environmental pro-
tection have been achieved through the drive 
of the Government as well as the co-operation 
and support of members of the public and com-
munity partners.

“Nowadays, we witness increasing public 
awareness of environmental protection. Peo-
ple are willing to pitch in more to protect the 
environment, such as by recycling, bringing 

Mr Edward Yau (sixth from left), Ms Anissa Wong (fifth from left) and EPD senior management propose a toast at the launch ceremony of the roving exhibition.

T their own shopping bags, promoting energy 
efficiency and switching off vehicle engines 
while waiting. This is a great leap forward 
when compared with the situation a few dec-
ades ago,” he said.

Also speaking at the ceremony, the Perma-
nent Secretary for the Environment/
Director of Environmental Protec-
tion, Ms Anissa Wong, noted 
that Hong Kong’s environ-
ment has been significantly 
improved after 25 years of 
hard work. She thanked the 
community for its support 
and co-operation, saying 
that  she hopes that the rov-
ing exhibition can provide an 
opportunity for members of the 
public to review the fruits of their 
efforts and to continue their support to 
make Hong Kong a greener place.

The roving exhibition features descriptive 

and pictorial display panels to illustrate the 
achievements and changes in the local environ-
ment since the department’s establishment in 
1986. It covers environmental protection issues 
such as the handling of pollution problems, 
promoting green living, enhancing regional 
co-operation and measures to combat climate 

change.

Public television announce-
ments produced over the 
years are also on display at 
the exhibition to recall ma-
jor environmental issues 
from the past. Participants 
can also try some interac-

tive multimedia games about 
environmental protection.
 

The exhibition will move to Revenue 
Tower in Wan Chai from July 25 to 29, and 
then to other locations across Hong Kong until 
March 2012.

Roving exhibition panels at 
Central Library.

25 Years of Sustained Effort for a Greener Future

th 

http://www.epd.gov.hk/epd/english/25_anniversary/activities/roving_exhibition.html
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First prize entry of the 
Environmental Protection 
Mascot Handkerchief Design 
Competition .

Open Days at Environmental Facilities

Student Design Competitions

As part of events marking the 25th anniversary, the student design 
competitions are intended to raise public awareness of climate change 
and low carbon living among the younger generation. Awards were hand-
ed out to the winners at the launch ceremony of the roving exhibition.

For primary, secondary and tertiary students, the respective compe-
titions were: “Environmental Protection Mascot Handkerchief Design 
Competition”, “Environmental Protection Old Song New Lyrics Compe-
tition”, and “3D Environmental Protection Mascot Design Competition”. 

The champions in the three categories were:

Primary:
Kan Long Yin, A.D. & F.D. of Pok Oi Hospital Mrs Cheng Yam On 
Millennium School

Secondary: 
Ho Jia Jun, Wai Kiu College

Tertiary: 
So Hon Kuen, IVE School of Business and Information Systems

Their winning designs and lyrics as well as those of the runners-up in 
all the three categories can  be found on the Environmental Campaign 
Committee’s website at:

http://www.ecc.org.hk/english/core/core_detail_list.php?catid=205

Environmental Protection 
Old Song New Lyrics 
Competition champion Ho 
Jia Jun’s performance.

The EPD has also organized other anniversary activities for public partici-
pation. In May and June, a series of open days were held on weekends at dif-
ferent modern environmental and resource-recovery facilities around the city. 
It was a first-hand opportunity for the public to learn about and experience 
waste management as well as environmental restoration and recovery activities 
through guided tours, presentations and demonstrations.

The response to this event was enthusiastic. All scheduled visiting sessions 
were soon fully booked.

Through the visits, participants had a better understanding of the huge vol-
ume of waste disposed of in Hong Kong every day so as to better appreciate the 
effort and high level of efficiency needed to handle it on a daily basis.

The establishment of the EPD on April 1, 1986 marked a significant mile-
stone in Hong Kong’s efforts to protect and improve its environment. For the 
first time, the majority of pollution control and prevention activities were 
brought under a single umbrella, allowing for the effective integration of envi-
ronmental monitoring, policy formulation and enforcement.

Participants  visit  the Chemical Waste Treatment Centre on Open Days.

First prize entry of the 3D 
Environmental Protection 
Mascot Design Competition.

http://www.ecc.org.hk/english/core/core_detail_list.php?catid=205
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At present, Hong Kong people each dispose more than 1.7 plastic shopping bags per day.

Plastic Shopping Bag Levy
Plan To Extend

Scheme

ong Kong people’s shopping habits 
have changed for the better over the last couple 
of years. It’s now a common sight to see peo-
ple bringing along their own reusable shopping 
bags when they shop at supermarkets and other 
major retailers.

This change in attitudes and  behaviour dates 
back to the introduction of the Environmental 
Levy Scheme on Plastic Shopping Bags in 
2009 when registered retailers with some 3,100 
outlets in total began charging 50 cents for each 
plastic shopping bag (PSB) they handed out to 
customers.

Since then the number of PSBs distributed 
by these retailers has fallen by about 90%, 
representing a major step forward in the terri-
tory’s efforts to reduce the indiscriminate use 
of plastic shopping bags and encourage waste 
reduction at source.

About HK$25.5 million in levies was col-
lected under the levy scheme in the first year of 
its implementation, which was far less than the 
HK$200 million originally estimated, indicat-
ing that the scheme has implemented success-
fully with broad-based community support.

In view of these positive results, the Envi-
ronmental Protection Department issued a pub-
lic consultation document on May 17 on the 
Extension of the Environmental Levy Scheme 
on Plastic Shopping Bags. 

The document proposes to fully extend the 
scheme to cover all retailers regardless of scale 
with a view towards maximising waste reduc-
tion.

Minimise Abuse 

“Since its implementation on July 7, 2009, 
the Environmental Levy Scheme on Plastic 
Shopping Bags has received good support from 
citizens and relevant retailers, and achieved 
remarkable results. It is time to fully extend 
the scheme to further reduce the use of plastic 
bags to stop people from abusing their usage,” 
said Secretary for the Environment, Mr Edward 
Yau.

The consultation document recommends 
to widen the scope of the scheme to cover all 
60,000 retail outlets in Hong Kong, and ban re-
tailers from distributing PSBs for free, except 
for those which are directly and solely used for 
carrying fresh food for food hygiene purposes.

Except for those needed for food hygiene 
reasons, “flat-top” bags (i.e. bags without han-
dles) would also be brought under the defini-
tion of PSBs and included in the scheme. 

The current levy of 50 cents per bag would 
be maintained as an economic disincentive to 
encourage shoppers to bring their own bag.

Reduce Administrative 
Burdens on Retailers

Unlike the existing scheme, however, it is 
proposed that retailers could retain the levy in-
stead of remitting the collected charges to the 
Government.

The proposed “retention” approach would 
serve to reduce the administrative burden and 
costs of small and medium-sized enterprises.

This approach is also adopted under similar 
schemes operating in Taiwan and in the Main-
land.

Members of the public could submit their 
views on the consultation document to the En-
vironmental Protection Department by post, 
email or facsimile by August 16. 

“Hong Kong is facing an imminent and seri-
ous waste problem. I call on citizens and retail-
ers to support this meaningful waste-reduction 
measure. Let us save money, and save the envi-
ronment together,” Mr Yau said.

The levy scheme is the first statutory pro-
ducer responsibility scheme implemented un-
der the Product Eco-responsibility Ordinance.

In January this year, the Government an-
nounced its comprehensive and complete strat-
egy and updated action plan to tackle the waste 
problem in Hong Kong using a multi-pronged 
approach. The extension of the levy scheme is 
one of several important initiatives to encour-
age waste reduction at source.

Public consultation document is available at the EPD and District Offices.

http://www.epd.gov.hk/epd/psb_extension_consultation/eng.html
http://www.epd.gov.hk/epd/psb_extension_consultation/eng.html
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Lam Tin Estate is the first public estate which installed solar power generation facilities 
with estimated annual savings of HKD40,000 in electricity tariff for public facilities within 
the estate. It becomes the future development blueprint for the new public housing and 
environmental protection facilities of the Housing Department.

More than 4,500 buildings funded by 
Energy Efficiency Scheme

o address the challenges of climate 
change, the Environment and Conservation 
Fund allocated HK$450 million to set up the 
Buildings Energy Efficiency Funding Schemes 
(BEEFS). Since its launch in 2009, the scheme 
has been delivering good results. 

Up till May 2011, more than HK$270 mil-
lion has been allocated to fund over 4,500 
buildings, saving up to 131 million kilowatts 
of electricity per year, which is equivalent to 
reducing carbon dioxide emissions by 92,000 
tonnes and creating job of 3,780 man-years.

Energy consumption is closely related to 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions.  In Hong 
Kong, buildings account for 89% of the total 
electricity consumption. Therefore, reducing 
electricity consumption of buildings, e.g. by 
improving their energy efficiency, is instru-
mental in bringing down our GHG emissions 
and improving our air quality. It can also fos-
ter a green economy and power a sustainable 
future.

The saving in electricity tariff by build-
ing owners could help offsetting the building 
management fee or part of the capital for other 
green initiatives.

Overwhelming Response

There are actually two schemes, Energy-
cum-Carbon Audit Projects (ECA) and Energy 
Efficiency Projects (EEP). Response has been 

overwhelming, according to the Environment 
Bureau.

Up till May 31, 2011, there were 1,375 ap-
plications from the owners of over 9,000 build-
ings, representing more than 20 per cent of the 
total number of buildings in Hong Kong.

The schemes cover the communal areas of 
residential, commercial, industrial buildings 
or composite buildings comprising any two of 
these three types of establishments.

ECA Projects encourage existing building 
owners to carry out energy-cum-carbon audits, 
with a view to systematically reviewing the use 
of energy, quantifying the GHG emissions as-
sociated with their buildings, and identifying 
opportunities for improved energy efficiency 
and conservation. 

Funds are granted on a matching basis. A 
limit of 50% of the approved total actual ex-
penditure spent for the audit and subsequent re-
porting will be reimbursed up to a maximum of 
HK$150,000 per building per application. Each 
project should last for at least four years, with 
the first audit to commence within six months 
after the approval of the application.

Energy Efficiency Projects encourage ex-
isting building owners to carry out alterations 
or improvement works to upgrade the energy 
efficiency performance of installations for 
communal use. Building services installations 

covered include lighting, electrical, air-condi-
tioning and lift and escalator installations. Es-
timated energy saving of some installations is 
listed in the table below:

Installation Energy Saving

Compact fluorescent 
lamp vs Incandescent 
lamp

75%

Water-cooled air con-
ditioning system vs 
Air-cooled air condi-
tioning system

20%

Funds are also granted on a matching basis. 
Up to 50% of the approved total actual expend-
iture spent for the energy efficiency projects 
will be reimbursed subject to a maximum of 
HK$500,000 per building per application. The 
projects should start within 12 months and be 
completed within 24 months after the approval 
of the application.

To further promote the schemes, the govern-
ment has solicited support from various sectors 
such as real estate, property management and 
architectural services. It has also conducted 
more than 70 talks with training organisations, 
district councils, and community organisations. 

At present, there are over 350 qualified pro-
fessionals to provide energy-cum-carbon audits 
under the scheme.

T

Energy Efficiency Projects encourage existing 
building owners to carry out alterations or 
improvement works to upgrade the energy 
efficiency performance of installations for 
communal use.

http://www.building-energy-funds.gov.hk/en/about/index.html
http://www.building-energy-funds.gov.hk/en/about/index.html
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Global warming was initiated by human activities, especially those that increase 
concentrations of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere (such as power generation, 
motor transport, personal life) and also deforestation and burning of fossil fuels.

HK to Step Up Efforts to
Combat Climate Change

ecretary for the Environment Mr Ed-
ward Yau attended the C40 Climate Summit in 
São Paulo, Brazil, and pledged that Hong Kong 
would do more to promote work on combating 
climate change in the international community.

In a speech at the two-day gathering in June, 
he explained how the SAR has sought solutions 

and taken action to combat climate change, in-
cluding enacting the first principal legislation 
tailor-made for enhancing buildings’ energy ef-
ficiency last year.

 
On green transport, he said the government 

was committed to promoting the use of electric 
vehicles (EVs) in Hong Kong and had been ex-

t the invitation of the Secretary for the 
Environment, 29 Consuls General and Recog-
nised Representatives in Hong Kong visited the 
Sai Kung Volcanic Rock Region of the Hong 
Kong National Geopark on June 13.

Experts from the Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Conservation Department provided them with 
an explanation about the special and rare geo-
features in the region, which offers some of 
Hong Kong’s most beautiful scenery.

Secretary for the Environment, Mr Edward 
Yau, also briefed the guests about the estab-
lishment of the Hong Kong geopark and told 
them that the government is in the process of 
applying to the UNESCO for recognition of 
the area as a global geopark. To meet the rel-
evant requirements, Hong Kong must not only 
demonstrate that the park has world-class geo-
features, but also needs to have a sound man-
agement model to protect the natural resources, 
comprehensive science popularization plans to 

ploring the supply of different manufacturers’ 
electric vehicles to Hong Kong.

 
“To lead by example, the Hong Kong Gov-

ernment will give priority to EVs when replac-
ing government vehicles in this and the next 
financial years. Meanwhile, a wide range of 
financial incentives has been introduced to en-
courage car buyers in Hong Kong to purchase 
EVs,” Mr Yau added.

 
The Secretary also highlighted plans to build 

infrastructural projects to help reduce the city’s 
carbon emissions, including a district cooling 
system at the Kai Tak Development and some 
waste treatment facilities, which can turn waste 
into energy.

Hong Kong is now set to play a more active 
role in the C40 Large Cities Climate Leader-
ship Group after joining the organisation’s 
Steering Committee at the summit.

The Steering Committee is the decision-
making body of the C40 and its duties include 
setting the work direction of C40 and decid-
ing on the themes of working sessions and the 
biennial C40 Summits etc. Other cities repre-
sented on the Steering Committee include New 
York, London, Los Angeles, São Paulo, Johan-
nesburg, Berlin, Seoul and Tokyo.

Attending the C40 Climate Summit in São Paulo on June 2, the Secretary for the Environment, Mr Edward Yau, 
speaks at a plenary session on advocacy.

promote geo-education, as well as well-organ-
ised tourist facilities to attract visitors. 

Mr Yau said we are working diligently on 
all these fronts in the hope of acquiring global 
status for the Hong Kong National Geopark, 
and sharing this part of Hong Kong with more 
people.

The guests said they thoroughly enjoyed the 
visit, with some expressing surprise that while 
Hong Kong is only a small place it not only 
has a busy financial centre but also splendid 
countryside scenery. They also said the trip 
to the geopark gave them a deep experience 
of the theme of Hong Kong’s application to 
UNESCO: Rediscovering Hong Kong.

Guests took a picture in front of the unique twisted columns. They also gave ideas on naming these 
columns.

Geopark turns a new green page for Hong Kong

S

A

http://www.c40cities.org/
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Wider use of electric vehicles can help lower the emission of greenhouse gases.

Mission to Beijing Promotes
 Environmental Industries

ecretary for the Environment, Mr 
Edward Yau, led a Hong Kong green industry 
delegation to Beijing from June 6-9 to explore 
opportunities for environmental industries.

The group attended the 12th China Inter-
national Environmental Protection Exhibition 
and Conference (CIEPEC 2011), a biennial 
event which is China’s largest eco-exhibition.

Thirty-one Hong Kong environmental 
enterprises and organisations were there to 
showcase their green technology and services, 

ranging from energy efficiency and renewable 
energy, to waste and sewage treatment technol-
ogy and facilities, green materials, accredita-
tion and consultancy services.

They also held discussions with national au-
thorities focusing on new environment-related 
policy measures under the National 12th Five-
Year Plan.

Mr Yau said that CIEPEC 2011 and the 
experience-sharing activities it provides will 
enable the Hong Kong delegates to gain a bet-

ter understanding of the latest developments in 
the Mainland’s environmental industry.  It also 
provides a platform for local industries to ex-
hibit their experience and efforts in promoting 
green industry.

Five-Year Plan in Focus

During the visit, Mr Yau and the green-in-
dustry delegation held talks with the Ministry 
of Environmental Protection and the National 
Development and Reform Commission to gain 
a better understanding of specific policy meas-
ures on environmental protection and the green 
economy under the National 12th Five-Year 
Plan.

They also discussed environmental issues of 
mutual concern with the Beijing Municipal En-
vironmental Protection Bureau and visited the 
Beijing e-Town Economic Development Area. 

The Hong Kong delegation included repre-
sentatives from 18 organisations, including the 
Hong Kong Chamber of Commerce, the Fed-
eration of Hong Kong Industries, the Chinese 
General Chamber of Commerce, the Chinese 
Manufacturers’ Association of Hong Kong, the 
Hong Kong Institution of Engineers, the Busi-
ness Environment Council, and the Hong Kong 
Environmental Industry Association etc.

Mr Yau (front row, fifth left) and the delegation called on the Ministry of Environmental Protection to gain a better 
understanding of the policy measures on environmental protection and the green economy under the National 12th 
Five- Year Plan.

First Commercial EVs Hit Hong Kong Roads
he first commercial electric vehicles 

(EVs) have rolled into town after being tested 
and approved by the Transport Department.

Three models, including lorries and mini-
buses, have been put onto the local market by 
Smith Electric Vehicles, a worldwide leader in 
the field.

Attending the launch ceremony at Hong 
Kong Science Park, Secretary for the Environ-
ment, Mr Edward Yau, said the government 
has widely promoted the use of EVs in Hong 
Kong through publicity campaigns and public 
activities.

Smith EVs would change local perceptions 
that these environmentally friendly vehicles 
were mostly restricted in passenger capacity in 
the form of family sedans, he continued.

Transport Sector: 
A Major Polluter

The extended use of EVs in the commercial 
sector has a significant meaning, Mr Yau said. 
The transport sector is Hong Kong’s second 
major source of air pollution – responsible for 
37% of the city’s total emissions of respirable 
suspended particulates and nitrogen oxides and 
6% of sulfur dioxide emissions. 

Commercial vehicles are also the main cul-
prit contributing to roadside pollution in the 
city, and are responsible for 18% of greenhouse 
gas emissions in Hong Kong.

To promote the wider use of EVs and to en-
courage transport operators to support a low-
carbon transport model, Mr Yau said the gov-
ernment recently set up a HK$300 million Pilot 
Green Transport Fund to encourage the sector 
to import more green transport technologies.

The Smith EVs introduced to Hong Kong 
include light goods vehicles, 16+1-seat mini-
buses and 10-tonne trucks. Both the light goods 
vehicle and the electric minibus can cover 100-
150 kilometers and are capable of a maximum 
speed of 80kph with a fully charged battery 
while the 10-tonne truck can cover 80-180 kil-
ometers with a top speed of 80kph.

Secretary for the Environment, Mr Edward Yau, 
attended the launch ceremony of the first commer-
cial electric vehicles .
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“Clinical waste is potentially dangerous. It may contain infectious materials and sharps. If 
clinical waste enters the municipal stream or is recklessly deposited, it poses occupational 
safety and health risk to the general waste workers, and increases the risk of diseases 
spreading in the community.”

Control Clinical Waste
 to Safeguard Public Health

ew measures to safeguard public 
health and minimise pollution risks are set to 
take effect on August 1 with the implementa-
tion of the Clinical Waste Control Scheme.

Clinical Waste generally refers to waste gen-
erated in connection with medical practices or 
laboratory works, for example, used sharps, 
laboratory waste, animal and human 
tissues, infectious materials and 
dressings etc.

 
The new scheme tight-

ens control on the han-
dling, collection, trans-
portation and disposal of 
clinical waste. Producers 
of such waste are required 

to arrange licensed clinical waste collectors 
to collect and transport their clinical waste to 
the licensed waste disposal facility for proper 
disposal. 

Disposal Charge

The charge for disposing of one kilogram of 
clinical waste at the disposal facility is around 

HK$2.70. “It will be an offence 
for improper disposal of 

clinical waste. Of-
fenders could face 
a maximum fine 
of HK$200,000,” 
said a spokesman 
for the Environ-

mental Protection De-

partment.

The scheme not only applies to major clini-
cal waste producers such as hospitals and gov-
ernment clinics, but also small producers like 
private clinics, private medical laboratories, 
nursing homes and universities with medical 
teaching or research. 

These producers also have a 
duty of care to provide safe 

and secure temporary storage 
areas to pack and label clini-
cal waste, and to segregate 
clinical waste from other 
waste streams in order to 
prevent clinical waste from 

entering the disposal chain of 
municipal solid waste.Clinical waste commonly encoun-

tered such as sharps, unsterilised 
lab.cultures, dressings etc.

Safe handling of clinical waste.

Hong Kong, Macau Environment Talks

ong Kong and Macau agreed to con-
tinue to co-operate in the promotion of environ-
mental awareness, low carbon development, 
and the development of green industries.

 
This follows the 3rd Hong Kong-Macau En-

vironmental Protection Liaison Meeting held in 
Macau on May 31.

The two sides further agreed to strengthen 
exchange in environmental monitoring, en-
vironmental impact assessment, law enforce-
ment, food waste reduction, and to initiate dis-
cussions on control of air pollution associated 
with marine emissions etc. 

The meeting was co-chaired by Hong Kong’s 
Permanent Secretary for the Environment /Di-
rector of Environmental Protection, Ms Anissa 

Wong, and the Director of Macau’s Environ-
mental Protection Bureau, Mr Gary Cheong.

Apart from reviewing progress made in the 
past year on environmental co-operation, both 
sides shared recent developments on major lo-
cal and regional initiatives, and discussed the 
work plan for the coming year. 

Calls for Closer Co-operation

Ms Wong said the liaison meetings have 
helped to increase bilateral co-operation and 
exchanges between both sides to tackle com-
mon environmental issues.  She hoped this 
would lead to even closer co-operation and 
communication in the near future, with a view 
to improving the regional environment and 
promoting its sustainable development. 

Ms Anissa WONG 
Sean-yee (front row, 
third left), Permanent 
Secretary for the En-
vironment/Director of 
Environmental Protec-
tion, led the HKSAR 
delegation to attend 
the 3rd Hong Kong-
Macao Environmental 
Protection Liaison 
Meeting in Macau.

N

H

She suggested that environmental protec-
tion efforts have become multi-dimensional, 
involving environment monitoring and regula-
tion, infrastructural work, environment impact 
assessment and planning, as well as promoting 
lifestyle changes in the community to conserve 
resources and reduce pollution.  As such, there 
would be wider room for co-operation between 
the two places.

In particular on improving regional air qual-
ity, both sides will carry out exchanges on the 
expert level in respect of compiling pollutant 
emission inventory and air quality monitoring 
measures will be looked into for reducing ves-
sel emissions.  And both sides are committed 
to transferring the region into a quality living 
area.

Mr Cheong introduced the Macau Environ-
mental Protection Conceptional Plan at the 
meeting.  He said Hong Kong has many years 
of experience in implementing environmen-
tal policies with many success stories which 
Macau can draw reference in developing into 
a low-carbon economy.  

He added that both sides have begun to work 
more closely together, especially in promoting 
environmental technologies, environmental in-
dustries and in raising awareness. He expects 
co-operation to advance further to produce 
more tangible, diverse and enduring results. 

http://www.epd.gov.hk/epd/clinicalwaste/nonflash/eindex.html
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The Air Pollution Index converts the levels of air pollutants such as nitrogen dioxide, sulphur 
dioxide, ozone, carbon monoxide and respirable suspended particulates measured at each air 
quality monitoring station into one easy to understand number ranging from 0 to 500. 
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Air Monitoring Site with Supersites Instruments

EPD’s Air Monitoring Site

HKPU’s Air Monitoring Site

HKUST’s Air Monitoring Site

Tai Mo Shan 

Yuen Long

Tai Po

Sha Tin

Kwai Chung

Shum Shui Po

Kwun Tong

HKUST

Eastern

Hok Tsui

Tung Chung

Tsuen Wan

Tap Mun

Central

Mong Kok HKPU

Causeway Bay

Central/Western

Air Quality Supersites Programme

ew insights into the nature and spread 
of air pollution in Hong Kong are likely to be 
forthcoming following the implementation of 
the SAR’s Supersites Programme.

Following a study commissioned by the En-
vironmental Protection Department (EPD) on 
the feasibility of establishing air monitoring 
supersites in Hong Kong, the EPD introduced 
the Hong Kong Supersites Programme in col-
laboration with the Hong Kong Polytechnic 
University (HKPU) and the Hong Kong Uni-
versity of Science and Technology (HKUST). 

The Supersites Programme aims to improve 
our understanding of the nature and character-

istics of the fine particulates and photochemical 
air pollution that affect the local and regional 
air quality, and provide scientific data to sup-
port the formulation of policy for addressing 
these air pollution issues.

The Supersites Programme will be partially 
supported by the Environment and Conserva-
tion Fund which last year approved a total of 
HK$13 million in expenditure for two studies 
to be conducted by the HKPU and the HKUST.  
The HKUST’s study will focus on real time 
characterization of fine particulates while the 
study by the HKPU will look into photochemi-
cal air pollution.  The EPD has also upgraded 
its air quality monitoring network to conduct 
enhanced measurements that are complemen-

tary to these studies.

Under the Supersites Programme, advanced 
monitoring instruments have been installed 
in EPD’s air monitoring sites at Tung Chung, 
Yuen Long, Tsuen Wan, Mong Kok and Tai 
Mo Shan, the HKPU’s air monitoring sites at 
Hok Tsui and its campus, and the HKUST’s site 
recently established at its campus.  Previously 
unavailable real-time data covering a wide 
range of air pollutants will be measured with 
these advanced monitoring instruments.  Com-
prehensive analyses will also be conducted to 
find out the sources and key chemical pathways 
leading to the formation of particulates, visibil-
ity impairment and photochemical smog pollu-
tion in Hong Kong.

Regional Air Quality Results for 2010
oncentrations of several major pollut-

ants in the Pearl River Delta Region decreased 
in 2010 from the previous year.

Average annual concentration levels of sul-
phur dioxide, respirable suspended particulates 
and ozone fell by 14%, 7% and 5%, respective-
ly, while the level of nitrogen dioxide remained 
more or less the same as compared to the 2009 
level. 

The findings were measured by the Pearl 
River Delta Regional Air Quality Monitoring 
Network, established in 2006 by Hong Kong’s 
Environmental Protection Department and 
the Department of Environmental Protection 
of Guangdong Province, and were achieved 
against a backdrop of continued strong eco-
nomic growth in the region in 2010.

Enhanced Emission 
Reduction Measures

The reductions in pollutant concentrations 
are attributable to enhanced emission reduction 
measures by both sides. 

Last year, Hong Kong tightened the statu-
tory specifications for motor vehicle fuels to 
Euro V standards and provided financial sub-
sidies to encourage early replacement of Euro 
II diesel commercial vehicles. In addition, lo-
cal power companies have been installing by 
phases the desulphurisation and denitrification 
systems. 

Key measures in Guangdong include: ac-
complishing installation of desulphurisation 
systems for power plants and closing down 

small power generating units; completing in-
stallation of denitrification systems for power 
plants with a total capacity of 5382 MW; 
completing the installation of vapour recov-
ery system at petrol filling stations, oil depots 
and tanker trucks; implementing new pollutant 
emission standards for a range of industries; as 
well as tightening the emission standards for 
light duty petrol vehicles and gas vehicles in 
PRD region etc.

Overall, 77% of the Regional Air Quality 
Index was within Grade II, meaning the pollut-
ant concentrations were within of the Class 2 
National Ambient Air Quality Standards, appli-
cable to general residential areas. This shows 
further improvement in the overall regional air 
quality as compared to that in 2009.

Secretary for the Environment, Mr Edward Yau, officiated the 
opening of the HKUST supersite facility on May 20.

Locations of Air Quality Monitoring Sites in Hong Kong.

N
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http://www.epd.gov.hk/epd/english/environmentinhk/air/studyrpts/files/HKSupersiteReport.pdf
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Recognition for “Friends of  EcoPark”
orty-nine “Friends of EcoPark” were 

honoured for their supports to recycling busi-
nesses in EcoPark and contributions in waste 
reduction at a ceremony held on May 17.

The award scheme encourages joint efforts 
in environmental protection work and waste 
reduction, recognising that significant progress 
requires active participation and support from 
all stakeholders in both the private and public 
sectors.

Speaking at the ceremony, Dr Lawrence 
Wong, Principal Environmental Protection Of-
ficer of the Environmental Protection Depart-
ment said the establishment of the EcoPark has 
encouraged individuals, corporations and the 
public sector to look at and treat waste differ-
ently, prompting industries to partner with the 
government to proactively promote environ-
mental activities, recycling and reuse.

Promoting Green Partnerships

These partnerships have strengthened links 
within the community to promote and support 
the recycling businesses in EcoPark, he added. 
The “Friends of EcoPark” scheme recognises 
companies and organisations that demonstrate 
an existing sourcing partnership with the recy-
cling businesses at EcoPark; regularly assist in 
the co-ordination of waste collection activities; 
or show support to EcoPark tenants through the 
use of recycled products in their daily opera-
tions. 

Successful nominees are issued with a cer-
tificate and are eligible to use the “Friends of 
EcoPark” logo for various promotional activi-
ties and items provided to their customers and 
the public. The goal is to encourage different 
industries in Hong Kong to participate more 
in the environmental and recycling businesses 

in EcoPark and present their positive image of 
caring for the environment, thereby achieving 
a win-win situation for all stakeholders. The 
49 inaugural “Friends of EcoPark” awardees 
represent a wide range of sectors ranging from 
property management to hospitals, retail out-
lets, public organisations and utilities. 
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Low carbon lifestyle is to eat more vegetables and less meat.

ompanies and organisations leading 
the way in adopting green management prac-
tices were recognised for their outstanding ef-
forts in the 2011 Hong Kong Awards for Envi-
ronmental Excellence (HKAEE).

Sectoral Awards Presented 
to Environmentally 
Outstanding Organizations

At the Sectoral Awards Presentation Cer-
emony held on April 8, a total of 35 Gold, 
Silver, Bronze and SME Awards as well as 81 

Certificates of Merit were presented to busi-
nesses and organisations in nine sectors for 
their outstanding environmental performance. 
Collectively, all award-winning companies and 
organizations helped deliver a clear message to 
the community: In Green We Succeed.

The Chief Executive, the Honourable Mr 
Donald Tsang gave a keynote speech at the 
ceremony to highlight the importance of green 
management with innovations and technology.  
He encouraged businesses to go green so as to 
capture the business opportunities now flour-

ishing in the Mainland. 

Environmental Labels and 
Carbon“Less” Certificates 
Recognizing Significant Efforts

A total of 146 recipients of Environmental 
Labels and Carbon“Less” Certificates were 
honoured at a presentation ceremony on May 
20 for their commitment and achievements in 
implementing environmental initiatives

Speaking at the presentation ceremony, Per-
manent Secretary for the Environment/Director 
of Environmental Protection, Ms Anissa Wong 
said in the past 10 years, businesses participat-
ing in the Wastewi$e scheme under the Envi-
ronmental Labels, cut waste by at least 93,800 
tonnes through waste recovery, recycling and 
source separation.  More than 100 companies 
and buildings have obtained a Carbon“Less” 
Certificate since the launch of the scheme in 
2009, leading to a reduction of at least 22,000 
tonnes of carbon dioxide emissions over the 
past year.

The Environmental Labels and 
Carbon”Less” Certificates schemes have been 
well received, with 2,950 and 230 applications 
being filed respectively, and both schemes are 
open to applications all year round.

“Green” Honours Awarded

Chief Executive, Mr Donald Tsang (third left) 
and Secretary for the Environment, Mr Edward 
Yau (second left) officiated at the Awards 
Presentation Ceremony with other guests.

Ecopark tenants and Dr Lawrence Wong, Principal 
Environmental ProtectionOfficer of EPD (Centre).

C
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Permanent Secretary for 
the Environment/Director of 
Environmental Protection, Ms 
Annisa Wong (right) presents a 
commemorative certificate to a 
company representative.

http://www.hkaee.org.hk/questcms/main/main.php?lg=en&theme=default&page=1
http://www.hkaee.org.hk/questcms/main/main.php?lg=en&theme=default&page=1
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In 2009, the per capita disposal rate of municipal solid waste was 1.28 kilogrammes per day.

Green Living

Special thanks to Information Services Department and HKUST for 
providing photographs for inclusion in this publication.

Mr Yau meets a group of hikers 
while he visits the Reserve 
Geologique de Haute-Provence 
in France.

ecretary for the Environment Mr 
Edward Yau made brief visits to Austria and 
France in June to study and discuss important 
environmental issues.

In Austria, a key focus was learning more 
about the country’s advanced waste-treatment 
facilities.

He visited the Spittelau Thermal Waste 

Treatment Plant to see how advanced incinera-
tion technology has been utilised so that power 
can be generated from waste.  

He also went to the Pfaffenau Waste Incin-
eration Plant, which also uses advanced waste-
to-energy technology. In addition to the treat-
ment of waste, it provides electricity and heat 
for tens of thousands of families in Vienna.

Geoparks in Focus 

Geological conservation was high on Mr 
Yau’s agenda during his stay in France. 

He met advisers of the Global Geoparks 
Network and briefed them on the work and ef-
forts involved in developing a world-class ge-
opark in Hong Kong.

He also visited the Reserve Geologique de 
Haute-Provence in France as part of prepara-
tions for Hong Kong National Geopark to join 
the Global Geoparks Network.  

The Reserve in the Southern Alps of France 
is regarded as Europe’s biggest geological 
open-air museum, with numerous fossil-rich 
sites and fascinating rock formations. It was 
one of the earliest members of the European 
Geoparks Network.

“The visit has been very fruitful, as the Re-
serve Geologique de Haute-Provence provides 
important references for us. Through exchang-
ing views with city management authority, we 
have a better understanding of how to manage a 
geopark, how they work with local enterprises 
to develop tourism, and how they have devel-
oped a framework to conserve the geological 
features of their geopark,” Mr Yau said.

SEN visits Austria, France

Mr Yau inspects the district cooling system of the Spittelau 
Thermal Waste Treatment Plant in Vienna. He also sees how 
advanced incineration technology is being used to generate 
power from waste.

Our Assets - Restored Landfills
ong Kong’s old landfills have been 

transformed into our assets. The restored land-
fills are bustling with life, offering residents of 
our crowded city attractive new venues where 
they can relax or enjoy recreational activities.

One case in point is Ngau Chi Wan Park 
where the Leisure and Cultural Services De-
partment hosted the launch ceremony of the 
park cum sports and archery carnival on June 
12.

The four-hectare site was opened to the pub-
lic in September 2010 and features a jogging 
trail, Tai Chi Garden, archery field, elderly fit-
ness corners, children’s play areas, a maze gar-
den and a rocky pool with buffalo sculptures 
among other attractions.

The park is on one of the 13 old landfills 
around the territory that were closed between 
1975 and 1996.

Careful Restoration 
Programme

A careful restoration programme imple-
mented by the Environmental Protection De-
partment was taken to minimise the potential 
adverse impacts on the environment from these 
sites and render them safe for new community 
uses. Many of the sites are now put to good use 
for public’s enjoyment.

The Sai Tso Wan Recreation Ground at Lam 
Tin, for example, provides a multi-purpose 

grass pitch for baseball and football, children’s 
playground, jogging track and an environmen-
tal gallery.

The Jordan Valley Park on Clearwater Bay 
Road, is now home to a radio-controlled model 
car circuit, which meets international standards 
and can host major model-car racing events.

In Kwai Chung, the former landfill at Gin 
Drinkers Bay has been given a new life as a 
BMX Park and was one of the venues when 
Hong Kong hosted the 2009 East Asian  
Games.

Sai Tso Wan Recreation Ground. Launch ceremony of Ngau Chi Wan Park on 12 
June.
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