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General Approval Conditions of Oil Dispersants Approved for Use in HK Waters

Remarks:

Prospective users of approved Oil Dispersants shall obtain the product-specific approval and
its _approval conditions from EPD via email (dasocontrol@epd.gov.hk). The General Approval
Conditions of Oil Dispersants Approved for Use in Hong Kong Waters are for general reference.
Users shall ensure that the approved product is used in accordance with the conditions to which the
approval was subject.
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“Authority” means the Director of Environmental Protection;
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“Approval” means the approval granted by the Director of Environmental Protection under
Item 12 of Schedule 1 to the Dumping at Sea (Exemption) Order for the use of oil dispersants
and similar substances;

o A ETH T A A2 B
“Product” means the oil dispersant(s) and similar substance(s) approved overleaf;
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“User” means the person, company or body corporate who uses the product.
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This Approval does not remove the responsibility of any person to comply with any legislation
currently in force. The Hong Kong SAR Government will accept no liability for any loss or
damage caused to the marine environment or its living resources within or outside the territorial
waters of Hong Kong as the result of using the product.
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The user shall follow the recommendations of the product supplier on the usage and safety of the
product.
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The user shall, within 7 working days from the date of use, inform the Authority in writing on each

use of the product. The notification shall include the date, time, location, quantity of the product
used and the purpose of the use.
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This Approval shall be null and void if the composition of the product changes from the description
given to the Authority.
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The Authority may suspend or withdraw this Approval if it appears to the Authority that this
Approval ought to be suspended or withdrawn because of
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a change in the marine environment, the living resources which it supports or human
health;

(b) § Mi%Am g g A
increased scientific knowledge relating to the product; or
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any other reason that appears to the Authority to be relevant.
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The user shall keep himself / herself abreast of any suspension or withdrawal of this Approval.
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The oil dispersant shall not be used at the following sensitive sites:
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Deep Bay
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Tolo Channel
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mudflats
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seabird roosting areas
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bird nesting areas
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within 0.5 kilometre radius of each seawater intake
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within 1 kilometre radius of the following resources:
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fish culture zones;
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fish nursery grounds;
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coral growing areas;
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11.
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seawater intake of the Ocean Park Aquarium;
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mangroves; and
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marshes.
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To assist users in determining the locations of sensitive sites, a map titled “Area of Restricted Use of
Oil Dispersants within Hong Kong Waters” is attached. The map may be updated from time to
time by the Authority when new information is available. The user shall ensure that reference is
made to the most up-to-date version of the map. In case of doubt, the user shall consult the

Authority.
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The product shall not be used upon any beach. A separate approval should be obtained from the
Authority on a case by case basis when circumstances necessitate the use of the product upon a
beach.
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The user shall also observe the desirable practice at Annex A (English version only) so as to reduce
the impact of the oil dispersant to marine environment and to ensure the health and safety of
operators in field application.

i ‘ﬁ*‘/?ﬁf‘}’%‘«f"@ﬁ 2 His 3 B2 0|2 Re) > KEFEEAEARRT AN
ey AR Y F e EF A

The user shall follow the requirements of the Waste Disposal Ordinance and any other relevant
environmental legislation and regulations to manage and dispose of unserviceable portion of the
product. In case of doubt, the user shall consult the Authority.
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Annex A

DESIRABLE PRACTICES

for reducing the impact of oil dispersant applications to the marine environment and

ensuring health & safety of operators during field application

The spilled oil should be removed as much as possible by mechanical recovery measures. Any
dispersant use should be taken as the last resort only.

It is not recommended to use dispersant under the following conditions :
o water depth being less than 10 meters; or
3 the spilled oil has already emulsified or weathered.

The user of the dispersant product should observe the followings in order to achieve an
optimum dispersion of the spilled oil:

3 Oil dispersant should not be used on spilled oil with a viscosity greater than
10,000 mm?/s;
o Agitation measures should be applied to the spilled oil in very calm sea conditions

such as wave height below 100 mm and wind speed below 7 m/s;
3 Oil dispersant should not be applied when the visibility on the site is inadequate; and

o Oil dispersant should be applied within 48 hours of oil spill.

When the user applies the dispersant:

o the dispersant should be applied in small droplets with a broad spatial coverage over
the oil slick.

o for a large oil slick in open sea, dispersant should be sprayed continuously along its
outer edge moving towards the centre. If the oil is close to land, spray along its

landward edge in parallel to the land.

o Follow the guidelines and instructions provided in the product information by the
manufacturers.

continued on next page...



The following safety measures should be observed:

(1)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

Storage of dispersant product

Keep dispersant containers closed and store in well ventilated area at ambient
conditions;

Store dispersants in original containers;
Avoid heat and ignition sources or contact with strong oxidizers or chemicals;
Prevent spills and avoid operations which will contaminate clothing and work areas;

In case of spillage of oil dispersant in a confined space or poorly ventilated area,
breathing apparatus should be worn by personnel carrying out clean up work; and

In case of oil dispersant on fire, use water spray, carbon dioxide dry powder, foam,

sand or earth to extinguish the fire. Fire fighting personnel should wear respiratory
and eye protection device.

Handling of oil dispersant

Avoid contact with eyes, prolonged or repeated skin contact, breathing of vapour and
inhalation of spray droplets.

Personnel handling or using the dispersant should wear protective clothing such as
PVC gloves, masks and goggles.

After dispersant use, the hands and subsequently the face of the operators should be
washed thoroughly with clean fresh water.

First-aid advice

In case of eye contact with the dispersant, wash the eyes thoroughly and immediately
with clean fresh water and seek medical assistances without delay.

In case of excessive inhalation of dispersant vapour, move victim to fresh air and seek
medical assistances as this may cause narcotic or anaesthetic effects.

If the product is swallowed, medical assistance should be sought immediately.

Material Safety Data Sheets

Follow the advice and instructions provided in the products’ Material Safety Data
Sheets.
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AREA OF RESTRICTED USE OF OIL DISPERSANTS WITHIN HONG KONG WATERS
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