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. Preparing for the Control of

Vehicle Refinishing Paints
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The Control on VO! :

Vehicle refinishing paints usually contain organic solvents which are
composed of volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Application of these paints
will release VOCs which cause air pollution and lead to the formation of smog.
It will also degrade indoor air quality. Limiting the VOC content in these paints
and other products can help improve air quality and protect the health of the
workers,

From 1 October 2011 onwards, the import and local production of vehicle
refinishing paints exceeding the VOC content limits (the statutory VOC
content limits) set out in the Air Pollution Control (Volatile Organic
Compounds) Regulation for local consumption will be banned, although
paints imported or produced locally before 1 October 2011 can still be sold.

Under control include all types of vehicle refinishing paints such as adhesion
promoters, clear coatings, colour coatings, multi-colour coatings,
pre-treatment coatings, primers, single-stage coatings, temporary protective
coatings, textured and flexibilized coatings, truck bed liner coatings,
underbody coatings and uniform finish coatings.

For further information on the control, you may refer to “A Guide to the Air
Pollution Control (Volatile Organic Compounds) Regulation” which can be
downloaded at EPD’s website.
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Preparation for Switc
Compliant Vehi

Although vehicle refinishing paints meeting the statutory VOC content limits
can either be solvent-based or water-based, certain paint types, particularly
colour coatings, may be supplied only in water-based form due to the
international trend to develop and use water-based paints. The application of
water-based paints could involve a change in work practice. It is advisable to
start preparation for the switch early to avoid interruption of operation. Below
is the advice on preparatory actions to be taken by the involved trades to
prepare for the statutory VOC content limits of vehicle refinishing paints to
come into effect:

Paint Supplie
« Identify reliable supply sources of compliant paints before the statutory
VOC content limits become effective.

+ Disclose information to your customers including paint users, vehicle repair
shops, or bus suppliers as early as possible on the paint products that will
be supplied after 1 October 2011.

« If the use of compliant paints will involve a change in application technique
and equipment or modification of the existing installation, advise your
customers on the training, equipment and modification on the painting
equipment.

+ Avoid excessive storage of non-compliant paints that are not compatible
with products that comply with the statutory VOC content limits.
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Paint Users / Vehicle Re

For more information about this leaflet, please contact:

Liaise with paint suppliers / importers to obtain information on paint
products compliant with the statutory VOC content limits.

Seek advice from the paint suppliers / importers on the required training
and modifications on the painting equipment.

Start well before the supply of existing paints ceases training of the
technicians and modifications to the painting equipment as necessary for
the transition to the compliant paint products.

Environmental Protection Department

33/F, Revenue Tower

5 Gloucester Road

Wan Chai

Hong Kong

Telephone: 2838 3111

Or visit EPD’s website at: http://www.epd.gov.hk
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