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(* Story from BBC NEWS: http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/1/hi/world/asia-
pacific/3227909.stm Published: 2003/10/31)
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The sick beaches of Asia

by Tom Butler
BBC News Online

South East Asla's beaches are one of Its biggest tourlst
draws, offering visitors the chance to experlence a
tropical paradise.

But according 10 4 recent
rapart By the World Health
Orgarmsation (WHDY, some of
the region's besches are also
so contaminated by bacteris
fram sewage that they are a
serous health risk.

"across the region, there ars

beaches wh"_:h car_' be i . beautiful beascher are amang South
tharoughly disgusting, mixed in ast Asia’s main attractions

with pristine and safe sites,” said Dr Jami= Bartram, who led
the WHO team which published the report.

The WHO has refused to name and shame individual countries,
and governments are extremealy sensitive to any criticism that
could hurt their toursm industry.

But Or Bartram said that any area where cities or towns pump
waste into the sea posed potential problems.

The diseases which can result from exposure 1o Sewage am
at best unpleasant and at worst, in some rare cases, fatal,

"There i a clear hink betwean sewage pollution of watar and
gastro-intestingl disesses ke diarrhosa and gastro-enteritis,”
Or Bartram said,

"and we have also learnt that
people exposed to sewags can
catch respiratory diseases.”

Disgasen cavsed by sorigs
= Gastra-enteritis

= Diarrhoes

* Enteric favear

= Hapatitiz
contamlination » Kidnay infaction
Beach poliution is wsually a result of poor infrastructure -
gither sewage pipes do not run far enough out to sea, or the
waste is not propedy treated,

Butk the WHD s keen to paint out that the costly overhaul af
sewage systems is not the only way of preventing
cantamination.

Beach pollution does not occur all kthe time. Statistics show
that it is much higher after heavy reinfall, because rivers and
sewags tanks overflow,
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