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“A City of Life” – Hong Kong would not be given such a name without the existence of Victoria Harbour. Its contribution towards Hong Kong’s economy is infinite. With characterized features of a good geographical location, and deep depth, Victoria Harbour has led Hong Kong from a fishing village to an entreport and now an international financial centre. Yet, the harbour has an ambiguous identity, acting as the main artery of Hong Kong’s trading success on one hand and also the main repository of Hong Kong’s sewage on the other. Over the past decades, as money flow through the harbour at a transcending pace, it has also been a dismay that the flow of sewage is also catching up.

                            The Victoria Harbour (1903)
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                                                                         The Victoria Harbour (2002)

The current situation is severe. Sewage produced by the growing population, factories, runoff from urban areas and livestock farms has contributed to the severe pollution in Victoria Harbour and made it a potential breeding ground for harmful substances. Organic matter, a pollutant in sewage, can consume oxygen from water as it decomposes. Toxic metals and ammonia are poisonous. These 3 substances harm marine life and our seafood. Another pollutant, nitrogen can cause excessive growth of algae, which leads to a potential danger of the formation of red tides. Other pollutants in sewage include bacteria and solids. From the above examples, it is clear that the cleanliness of the harbour is directly related to natural disasters and contagious diseases. Cleaning Victoria Harbour is essential for the protection of public health and marine environment. A clean harbour also gains Hong Kong the recognition and approval of being one of the world’s great cities. As the harbour serves as the heart and heritage of the city, its health and attractiveness is vital to the reputation of Hong Kong. Therefore, it is a must that regional control strategies are imposed to alleviate the severe pollution.
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treated at the treatment plant instead of being discharged into Victoria Harbour. The monitor of water quality has also been enhanced. The government has carried out an extensive monitoring program to evaluate the state of all waters in Hong Kong. The water quality of the harbour is tested regularly and has shown gradual improvements. Another detesting sight is the floating rubbish. A department has imposed plans of better refuse collection from ships and cleaning up of black spots. Currently, the problem is being tackled by daily scavenging services. Policies have also been enforced, stating that certain ships are prohibited from sheltering at  Victoria Harbour. This has reduced a great amount of pollutants. The government has done much in the past decade to make up for the previous neglect. 

Environmental protection is a long term issue and cannot be seen with immediate effects. Despite economic difficulties, environmental issues should not be banished. The government has recently released the proposal of a 2-year plan of harbour planning of which includes the construction of an aquatic aquarium. The aim of it is to attract tourists and also to provide a better outlook of the harbour as a “clean” one. However, we should not forget our ultimate goal is keeping the harbour clean and at the same time uplift our economy. With all the major harbour plans, our focus should still be on the protection of the harbour.

With the arduous effort that the government has been exerting, it is, however, still not enough. Dealing with such an intricate issue, the feasibility of achievement is also up to the new generation. Education is very important. Teachers should introduce this issue to children at a young age and children should be taught the importance of keeping the harbour clean. Perhaps this topic should be in textbooks so as to raise the attention of both the child and also the parent. Apart from extending this issue to the education sector, the government should also make leaflets and brochures to further arouse the concern of the public on this issue. These measures should be able to lead the public to a consensus that the cleanliness of the harbour is necessary. After acquiring knowledge of the protection of our harbour, we should take action by first acting as an individual, then as a family, and finally as a whole community to save our harbour. As an 


individual, keeping simple rules like avoid throwing rubbish in the harbour already helps a lot. We can also spread the message of harbour protection to our friends to arouse the awareness of more people. As a family, we can participate in activities, which combat against water pollution. Also, as family education is proved influential, parents can educate their children on harbour protection. This would be 

very helpful when the harbour comes in the hands of the next generation. From a family level, we can then move onto the community level. Community centres can hold talks and exhibitions to arouse and consolidate public awareness. Forums can be held for Hong Kong citizens to sit together and discuss the possible solutions to the current problems. Apart from things that we, as a community should do, there are also certain things we should not do. 





all know, petroleum evolute a great amount of pollutants. To save our harbour, we have to consider every bit that causes harm to it. We should bear in mind that this is a continuous cycle and continual improvements should be made. Good training, planning and management should be kept. Together all Hong Kong citizens can join hands and work together for the benefits and future of Victoria Harbour.

Victoria Harbour is a unique natural asset of Hong Kong. In order to save the harbour, we must not only depend on the work done within the harbour. Environmental protection is like a chain. There is linkage between the cleanliness 


of the harbour and other environmental aspects. To actually succeed in keeping  

Victoria Harbour clean in the long run, we should also consider other environmental issues as well.

Victoria Harbour is ours and it is our responsibility to keep it clean. So do not procrastinate anymore. Let us keep Hong Kong a city of life and make  Victoria Harbour a harbour of life!

                                                                                By :   Cassandra Choi Shu Man

                                                                                          St. Paul’s Convent School

The government has implemented various measures to reduce water pollution of Victoria Harbour . Like other major cities, the sewage system of Hong Kong could not catch up with the rapid development of the city. Therefore, the government has built new sewage infrastructures. Now, new tunnel sewers in the Urban areas are linked to a treatment               plant in Stonecutters Island. Sewage is now





Treatment Plant at Stonecutters Island





The most typical example are the fireworks performances on every festive occasion. The toxic substances released can cause great harm to the marine life, and again also cause serious pollution at the waters nearby. For the good of our harbour, it is worth giving up the enjoyment of watching fireworks. Reclamation is another killer. As we throw tons of compressed sewage into the harbour for reclaiming land, not only do we harm the ecological development in the harbour , but also cause a series of other impacts. First of all, as the harbour is being narrowed, the potential of the formation of high tidal waves would be greater. When it comes to typhoon 





seasons, great harm would be done. Secondly, it would be more dangerous for ships to travel through a narrow harbour. Next, we should consider the Star Ferries. Although the Star Ferries are also part of the heritage and symbol of Hong Kong, I think that they should be banned. They use petroleum as their fuel. As we 





Fireworks performed at the Victoria Harbour





Star Ferries travelling across the Victoria Harbour
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