[image: image1.jpg]


 “Safeguarding our Heritage: A Clean Victoria Harbour”

Introduction

Victoria Harbour has a very significant role in contributing to the continuous prosperity of Hong Kong It is an important part of our heritage which has a long-existing history. A clean Victoria Harbour is especially important to maintain a sustainable development. The future of our Harbour is inevitably linked to our own future! Protecting and preserving our Victoria Harbour is surely a responsibility for every Hong Kong citizen. 
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Financial Heritage
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Victoria Harbour contributes to our society in various ways. Firstly, Victoria Harbour helps Hong Kong to develop from an ordinary industrial centre to a busy entrepot, and finally to attain her international claim as a financial centre. Victoria Harbour is well-known for its excellent location, which is situated at the Southeast coast of mainland China. Also, it is deep and wide which facilitated the anchorage and loading actions of large bulky container ships. This special location and advantage indirectly promoted the growth of import and export trade in Hong Kong, thus enhances financial trading and transactions. On top of that, Victoria Harbour definitely helps to boost up tertiary service sector in Hong Kong. The panoramic view from the Peak of Victoria Harbour attracts a lot of overseas tourist and mainland visitors to come to Hong Kong; this benefits our tourism sector very well. All these resources brought capital flow into and out Hong Kong, which contributes greatly in the economy of Hong Kong.
Natural Heritage

Victoria Harbour provides the most important natural resources to Hong Kong. It provides potential reclamation area to our land-limited and at the same time crowded Hong Kong. Moreover, Victoria Harbour was a major fishing ground when Hong Kong was still a fishing village. Other than that, Victoria Harbour can help in controlling the carbon dioxide and oxygen cycle in the atmosphere. By absorbing these gases, the abundant level of these gases can be stable throughout the years. Victoria Harbour is a breeding ground for many organisms which among them, some may possess potential to medical uses. It is a rich ground for biological and medical researches.
Reclamation
Many reclamation projects had been going on, including the Hong Kong Inernational Airport, which is built on a reclaimed land, and the new theme park, the Disney Land. From recent propaganda and news reports, we notice that the government had proposed an aggressive reclamation plan, which will dramatically alter the Wan Chai waterfront. The nearest point from Hong Kong Island across the Harbour to the Kowloon Peninsula is not more than 1000m at this present moment. The 26-hectare reclamation plan along the coast from the Convention and Exhibition Centre towards Causeway Bay will be developed into an exhibition centre and commercial complex. Following the endorsement of the plan, a lot of wild life habitats and emergency typhoon shelter will be under threat. Apart from that, the plan potentially destroys the originality of our important heritage- Victoria Harbour. Just imagine there is no view of the dazzling lights across the harbour, and no harbour spaces for fire-work shows. Will that be your ideal Hong Kong? Victoria Harbour had long been an attraction and the energetic spirit of our home as a ‘City of Life’. It has been the origin history of Hong Kong, which many people may have forgotten throughout years of abusing harbour resources. By protecting our Harbour from human harm, we can achieve our aim of safeguarding our heritage, but what if our Harbour is polluted and unworthy to keep?
Water Pollution

[image: image5.wmf]Water pollution can be invisible to the naked eye, but its impacts are for the most part clear enough. Bacteria, nutrients and other pollutants can make swimmers sick, contaminate or kill marine life, and give off unbearable stinks. In recent years, Victoria Harbour is unfortunately under the severe threat of water pollution. Garbage bags, domestic waste and other chemical pollutants are observable in our Harbour. Moreover, problems like attacks of the red tides and fish poisoning are happening more frequently. These problems should be looked upon seriously because a polluted harbour will certainly damage the impression and degrade the international reputation of Hong Kong. Overlooking environmental issues will cause great damage to our society. Saving our heritage definitely includes protecting our heritage; in other words, to keep our Victoria Harbour clean. According to a government statistic, about 70 per cent of the raw sewage from 3.5 million people living in Kowloon and eastern Hong Kong Island was previously dumped untreated into Victoria Harbour. The Environmental Protection Department has been holding schemes and campaigns to tackle the water pollution in Victoria Harbour and its surrounding sea areas. However, these measures are considered as ‘secondary’ because they aimed to better the handling of sewages rather than focusing to tackle the main source of problem. The real problem we are facing is that our society and citizens are too used to the way they used to practice. They are basically used to pollute our Harbour.
[image: image6.wmf]
Sustainable Development

In the past, our society has focused on development through technological progress. Our main objectives have been to speed up the extraction of natural resources and to shape our environment to support the demands of an ever-increasing population. In pursuing economic growth, we must also respect the value of our natural environment. In order to have a sustainable development, we must balance social and environmental considerations, so as to save resources for future generations. Citizen may have overlooked the problem of pollution in Hong Kong.  A very obvious example is that they are careless in handling their sewages. Oil leaks across the Harbour is not a rare scene, people spitting and dumping rubbish into the Harbour is a common act, etc. All of this proved that people are literally not careful and lack the basic instinct to be responsible in environmental aspects. It is time the misdemeanors of these un-civic behaviors be stopped. Further education and promotion is necessary to improve the recent situation. Also, harsher restrictions can be imposed so as to control public actions. Apart from these, basic measures like deploying more litter bins and clearing them more often should be adopted. In order to ensure the ecological balance and secure the adequate supply of resources in the future, one of our fundamental responsibilities is to protect our Victoria Harbour from pollution.
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Solutions

The solutions to pollution problems in Victoria Harbour are costly and time-consuming.  However, environmental protection can surely benefit ourselves and the development of the world greatly. It is worthy for all of us to take the risk and bear the cost in carrying out suitable measures to tackle the problem. The World Summit on Sustainable Development has been held not long ago; many representatives have shown concern and eagerness to save our world. For protecting Victoria Harbour and keeping it clean, it is the job of our government and us. Some campaigns had been held by the Environmental Department and other environmental bodies (e.g. Green Power), such as educational talks and workshops, poster design competitions, project presentation competitions, etc. There are also some special occasions when a day is labeled as Environmental-Friendly-Day or Pollution-Free-Festival. All these helped to raise public awareness and promote environmental-friendly living ways. They are being appreciated very much because they taught our citizen basic concepts of not dumping rubbish into the Harbour and the importance of their every action. Apart from that, I believe that more unique themes and activities should be brought about so as to renew the boring and monotonous impression of environmental issues in ignorant eyes. 
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Suggestions

An interesting and exciting competition can be held to attract public attention. First, I will suggest a competition called “Trash-Hunt”, originated from Easter Treasure Hunt Game. Celebrities could be invited to go water-skiing and be divided into groups and compete in collecting the most trash from our Victoria Harbour. The winning group will gain a grand title. Another suggestion is a Weed-Planting Campaign. The government can invite citizens to be divers and dive down to the bottom of Victoria Harbour. Their aim is to plant some weeds which can absorb toxic chemicals and pollutants. Through this activity, voluntary divers can also observe the undersea world and enjoy their experience of diving. This was carried out successfully in Montreal previously. 
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Conclusion

All of us should be enthusiastic in participating in any environmental friendly activities because we do have the responsibility to keep Victoria Harbour clean. Victoria Harbour is an indivisible part of Hong Kong and part of our fame as well. Our fate is undoubtedly related to the fate of Victoria Harbour. Let us join hands in saving our harbour and saving our heritage!
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A panoramic view of Victoria Harbour from the Peak
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