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Introduction
  Hong Kong was once a beautiful and amazing city among all the Asia’s ones with its tantalizing geographical location and its deep, wide Victoria Harbour. However, till now, only the information on the Hong Kong visitors’ catalogs will state that Victoria Harbour is fantastic, but not the thoughts in citizens’ minds. All of the people in Hong Kong know that Victoria Harbour is not as deep as and as wide as before because of the reclamation’s wastage and other pollution.

If we would like to maintain our heritage, we should take a great step toward the center of the problem: Pollution in the Harbour.

Seriousness of the Problem in the Harbour

“ Wow, What a pity! There are many rubbish and wastes on the sea!  Isn’t that the famous Victoria Harbour? “ said a foreigner, who came to Hong Kong for the first time.

The above example states that the approximate situation founded on the harbour and how the habour looks like.

It may not be as convincing as comparing with the statistics.

According to a survey conducted several years ago, Victoria Harbour would no longer be the world’s famous harbour due to its serious pollution problem.

If we do not want to lose our heritage, our pride, we have to do something to tackle it.

Ideal Solutions tackling the problem 

  The easiest and simplest way to solve this problem is to educate people not to pollute our harbour. However, civic and environmental messages can not be spread out to everyone in Hong Kong due to several reasons: Firstly, adults may not want to hear because they all think that protecting the harbour is the job which little kids do. They have no responsibility to do it. Secondly, civic messages can not carried out to every school in Hong Kong. Students in Hong Kong care very little about the environment, worse still, they know nothing about protecting the Victoria harbour. In order to spread out the civic and environmental messages, the Government has to focus on alerting the people that protecting our harbour is a very urgent and huge job, so that all the people , include adults, know how the harbour is and share the responsibilities.

 Besides, schools are encouraged to spread civic out civic and environmental messages to their students. They may also use another method to punish students. For example, students who are punished are required to plant trees after school; they have to stay after school for a training course about protecting the environment. All these things can make students know more about environment. Whenever they want to break the school rules, they would remember how harsh they planted trees and they will not do it anymore. For the same case, they would think deliberately before polluting the harbour, as they remembered the harsh work of saving the environment. 

After educating the Hong Kong people through civic education, the harbour will be much better than before and restore to its own outlook as before.

Real solutions tackling the problem

Albeit the civic education sounds useful, only a few are eager to learn. They all think that protecting the environment is the business of the Environmental Protection Department. The concept of protecting the environment seems to be very abstract to them.

Only one thing that would make them wake up – Take away the thing that they did not treasure, the thing that they took for granted--- Victoria harbour.

Real Solution : Dramatically Destroying the Victoria Harbour

  It is not a real destruction of the harbour, but it is a ‘drama’ to make people wake up from their secure living, to make them consider protecting the environment is very important.

This ‘drama’ requires a medium to produce. It will likely to be TV broadcast, newspaper, etc. It is indeed a white lie with no harm to the Victoria harbour, but with the effect on people’s heart.

The proposal is like that: By using the mass media to announce the news that the Government decide to abandon the Victoria Harbour, due to the people’s unawareness of protecting the harbour.

The Government will throw a vast amount of sludge into the harbour and after a period of time, the harbour will be abandoned.

The scene behind the destruction

However, the real case is: The sludge thrown into the harbour is called “ Returned Activated Sludge” (RAS), which is a very useful to the harbour for cleaning and protecting the living creatures. It can reduce total phosphorus concentrations in the sewage, which are harmful to the living creatures in water.

The process is called ‘denitrification’. Not only that, it will provide a very good environment for some micro-organisms to flourish. After entering the harbour, those micro-organisms will grow , get fed by the biodegradable pollutants in the wastewater.

And after a period of time, they will convert the wastage to carbon dioxide and water. They will also produce new micro-organisms which will settle in water readily. 

  This process is then repeated and repeated, almost all the sewage will be converted to carbon dioxide and water. The harbour will resume as clean as before. However, there will be a problem: Ceaselessly growing number of micro-organisms will be harmful to the harbour. So, in order to prevent an excessive build-up of micro-organisms, some of the micro-organisms must be regularly removed.

  After reporting this dramatic news, it may arise public’s concern to protect the environment. If the people really change their attitude and are aware of the environment, then the Government will announce the real situation of what they are doing, just like what the US government did when the time the first man stepped on the Space. 

Conclusion

As Hong Kong is facing many different strong competitors from all over the world, we, Hong Kong people, have to safeguard our heritage; to save our environment; to keep our living place clean; and the most important of all, to have a clean and pleasing Victoria Harbour, which we are proud of.

A brighter Hong Kong needs all the Hong Kong people to develop, would you give a hand ?

