Theresa Chow

Diocesan Girls’ School

F. 4Sc (12)

Safeguarding Our Heritage: A Clean Harbour


Hong Kong— the “Fragrant Harbour”—is a direct English translation of our city’s Chinese name. Renowned for it’s clean harbour waters and nocturnal scintillating advertisement lightings, Hong Kong is crowned as the  “Pearl of the East”. To draw a parallelism, Victoria Harbour should be introduced as the “Gleam of the Eastern Pearl”. This is no exaggeration of the importance of our heritage. Geographically, it is a patch of deep, unruffled water, lying between the frog-shaped Hong Kong Island and the Kowloon peninsula. But spiritually, it symbolizes our successes and triumphs.

With its deep fathoms and steep, surrounding headlands, the Victoria Harbour is calm and well sheltered, ideal for cruises and cargo ships—an artery sustaining our trade and tourism. This brings inestimable economic benefits, contributing to Hong Kong’s miraculous transformation from a secluded fishing village to an internationally acclaimed hub of pulsating economic and social activities. Apart from financial benefits, Victoria Harbour is also the emblem of our vibrant city life. Cutting into the profusion of cement skyscrapers, the image of an opulently blue stretch of water is deeply etched into both foreigners and local people’s hearts. Its charisma not only attracts tourists thousands of miles away, but also soothes our strained nerves, enhancing the quality of our lives amidst hectic schedules. Its social importance is especially elucidative when festive seasons impend. Fireworks are set off in the Harbour, while children squeal in delight and thousands of cameras point towards its embrace.

However, there is no room for complacency. Though we are still blessed with the numerous benefits Victoria Harbour bestowed upon us, increasing dire problems are surfacing due to our excessive exploitation. According to a statistic given by the Environmental Protection Department, there is hitherto 1.7 million tons of rubbish being dumped into the Harbour every day. This includes toxic chemicals from factories, organic wastes from homes and a matrix of sand and cement from the reclamation of coastal lands. Years ago, a great diversity of marine animals and plants thrived in our clean harbour. But within a decade, only those with exceptional survival abilities managed to withstand the choking, murky waters. The gleam of our pearl is turning to a dull flicker. Its ivory shimmer is being replaced by a yellowish-brown complexion. 
Safeguarding our heritage, the Victoria Harbour, is an issue which can no longer be subjected to further procrastination. Remedial measures on three main aspects must be in full swing—
First and foremost, government’s determination is instrumental. The Hong Kong government has endorsed a Vision Statement for Victoria Harbour in 1999—“To make Victoria Harbour attractive, vibrant, accessible and symbolic of Hong Kong,
a harbour for the people and a harbour of life”. Much thought has been given to erecting waterfronts or beautifying currently existent promenades, striking a balance between industrial and transport demands and tourism uses. The Harbour Water Watch managed to reduce the bacteria content in the eastern Harbour by 90% at the beginning of 2002 by implementing the Harbour Area Treatment Scheme (HATS). This scheme involves sewage treatment plans and investigation of the possibility of constructing sewage treatments works at Stonecutters Island, Lamma Island, Sandy Bay or North Point. Regardless of the final location of the treatment plant, government’s support is essential in the completion of such a titanic project. The Hong Kong government also takes actions to reinforce environmental protection laws and regulations. The government should consider funding and aiding the establishment of non-governmental organisations which help in monitoring scientific investigations to improve Victoria Harbour’s waters. 
Secondly, educating students about the importance of Harbour conservation is essential for a permanent and long-term effect. It is understood that children are the future pillars of our society. Schools in Hong Kong should incorporate a programme on “The Heritages of Hong Kong”, placing emphasis on the Victoria Harbour issue. Schools should also organise excursion trips for the investigation of our Harbour on its scientific, cultural and social aspects. Sharing of project findings among the schools would definitely help to raise students’ awareness of the problem, shedding light on practical and effective solutions. Arranging for veteran speakers to give talks to students would also stimulate inspirations. The Education Department should consider co-organising more environment-related competitions with the Environmental Protection Department, for example slogans, poster designs, pamphlet proposals etc. This will indubitably encourage students to discover the treasures of the Victoria Harbour for themselves, alongside providing them with more opportunities to exercise their creativity, which is essential in this era of knowledge-based economy. With exposures as such, children will establish a stronger passion for their Harbour, together with a more distinctive personal identity. They, as the future leaders of Hong Kong, will continue to safeguard and make the best use of our heritage.
Last but not least, promotion to the mass public is indispensable for a notable effect in preserving the Victoria Harbour. June 2nd, the World Environment Day, is not well known among the public. To cohere with the aforementioned plans regarding education, student-run performances could be given in public areas in light of spreading the news to the mass public. Dramas, songs, dances, poems and speeches focusing on the importance of conserving our Harbour shared through the mouths of students would attract media’s and the world’s attention. Apart from small-scaled promotions as such, major carnivals titled “Saving our Fragrant Harbour” could be held annually at the Tamar Place. On top of sales, games and food stalls echoing the theme of the carnival, guided tours of the harbour could also be held for attendants. Besides, water show performers worldwide could also make use of our vast harbour as their stage. The aforesaid will bring a win-win situation—boosting tourism and increasing devotion to our Harbour, our city. Continuous promotion is also necessary apart from seasonal events. Living in a technology-dominant world, the mass media plays an important role. TV series, radio talk shows, celebrities’ appeal, commercials, advertisements, posters and pamphlets will greatly help in the publicizing this concept. 

The Victoria Harbour is our legacy—a point needing no further elaboration. The importance of safeguarding this heritage must always be placed at the top of Hong Kong’s agenda. This is not merely for our benefit, but also for the sake of the world, for nowhere else can such an entrancing harbour with a backdrop of magnificent buildings and mountains be found. With the collective effort of the whole community coordinating through the government, the education sector and the mass media, safeguarding our heritage, the Victoria Harbour, will definitely yield gratifying results.
[Word count: 1100]

