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Introduction
In Hong Kong, there is a harbour between Hong Kong Island and Kowloon Peninsula. (It was called the Fragrant Harbour.) Now we call it the Victoria Harbour. Hong Kong is so famous because of the beautiful view of the Victoria Harbour. It is important for the development of Hong Kong as an international financial centre. It is a fine deep-water harbour. Many large ships from overseas can enter Hong Kong easily. This makes the import of raw materials and the export of industrial products easily. Due to the favourable factor, many foreign investors are willing to come and invest in Hong Kong. Later, Hong Kong can change from an industrial centre to an entrepot and afterwards to become an international financial centre. The success is closely related to the Victoria Harbour. Nowadays, Victoria Harbour has become a famous sight-seeing spot. It attracts lots of tourists every day. It makes tourism becomes more prosperous.
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Current Situation
Starting from 1988, Hong Kong had undertaken about twenty reclamations. Hong Kong is hilly. There is not much land for human use. Also, land is costly in Hong Kong. The demand of land is high. Moreover, the rapid growth of population makes the domestic land use more important. In order to increase the amount of land, reclamations take place along the coast of the Kowloon Peninsula and Hong Kong Island. We have got about 1293 hectares of reclaimed land. Among the total reclaimed land, about 550 hectares of land is within the Victoria Harbour area. As a result, the Victoria Harbour has become smaller and narrower. The distance between Hong Kong Island and Kowloon Peninsula is about 1370 metres. Now, the harbour has become very crowded and the water quality is very poor. This raises the danger of ship crashes and accidents. If reclamations still go on within the harbour area, there will be a danger that the Victoria Harbour will disappear in the future.

There is huge amount of sewage discharge into the Victoria Harbour every day. This causes water pollution and affects the marine life. The sewage is extremely harmful to water quality. It destroys the living environment of the sea animals. Fish is being poisoned .Finally there will be a shortage of fish .We may not have enough food in the future since the fish are being contaminated. The consequence of the water pollution and the contamination of marine life would cause the breakdown of the food chain. As a result, human life will be seriously affected.
Safeguarding role of the GOVERNMENT
First of all, the government should educate the citizens to protect the environment. The public are often lack of concern for their living environment. The government can instill the idea of protecting the  ocean, especially our Victoria Harbour, since we live so close to it. If water pollution in the Victoria Harbour becomes more serious, we will suffer in many aspects, i.e. money and health.
Next, cleaning teams can clean up the harbour regularly. Also the [image: image6.jpg]


government can monitor the quality of water in Victoria Harbour more frequently. It can also publish annual or seasonal reports to the public. It gives a signal to the public that our harbour is in a dangerous situation. This can warn the citizens about our living environment. The government can also organize some campaigns against water pollution. Clean Hong Kong Campaign can be extended to the harbour, making people more aware of the importance of a clean harbour to us.
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Moreover, the government can improve the drainage and treatment systems. For example, the Harbour Area Treatment Scheme, it involves collecting sewage from around Victoria Harbour, treating it and discharging it in the general western anchorage area. Sewage from 3.5 million people living in Kowloon Peninsula and eastern Hong Kong Island has been diverted to the Stonecutters Island Sewage Treatment Work. To be more efficient, the HKSAR government can ask overseas companies for advice and assistant. Overseas companies will have valuable experience and better technology. They can give great help to the government. 
The government has introduced the “Polluter Pays Principle”. Prior to the introduction of sewage charges, the cost of sewage collection and treatment came entirely from the public revenue. The disadvantages of such an arrangement are that the public is unable to see the cost of the sewage services and there is no incentive for the public to reduce water pollution. But after this principle has been implemented, the public may reduce their water consumption since they need to pay for the cost of the sewage services.
The government should impose regulations to prevent people from polluting the water. Also laws should be imposed to punish anyone throwing rubbish to the sea. The government can arrest, prosecute and fine them harshly in order to warn the people not to pollute the water again. This can reduce the occurrence of water pollution.
Safeguarding role of the PUBLIC
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Factory owners should regulate the amount of sewage discharged into the Victoria Harbour. Before the factory owners dump the sewage into the sea, treatment is needed to ensure that the harm of sewage is minimized. It is their responsibility to treat the sewage first before discharging it directly into the sea without treatment. 
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Also, public should always remember that they shouldn’t throw rubbish into the sea. Next, they can join some organizations which are related to environmental protection. They can help to promote the sense of environmental protection to their friends, relatives etc.
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Logos of some environmental protection organizations

Figures of Water Quality in Victoria Harbour
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Figure of the amount of DISSOLVED OXYGEN in water
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Figure of the amount of E.coli in water
Conclusion
Among these methods to solve the water pollution problems, the most effective method is to educate the public. Some people are selfish. They have different preference. But most of the public are ignorant. They do not know or care about pollution problem in the Victoria Harbour. They often think that the major job should be done by the government, and they can do nothing to help. So they are not willing to work with the government. But the anti-water pollution action needs the co-operation of both the government and the public. The action will never succeed without their help.

As mentioned, the government’s policies and public’s co-operation are needed to make the protection to be more successful. But the cleaning up and protection of the Victoria Harbour is a long-term project. The government can allocate more money for investment of infrastructure to clean the waste water. Natural resources are more important than infrastructure. Also, arresting, prosecuting, and fining are good methods to prevent the citizens from polluting the water. But the most important is to educate the public. Citizens have to be educated so that they know well about their living environment. They need to know the consequence if the Victoria Harbour is seriously polluted.
Source of information

Web site:

	Drainage Services Department
	http://www.info.gov.hk/dsd/

	Environmental Protection Department
	http://www.epd.gov.hk

	Green Power

(Newspaper article)
	http://greenpower.org.hk/new/green/c_article_new_990617.html

	Hong Kong Trader

(Newspaper article)
	http://www.hktrader.net/200202/200102/200102s2.htm

	
	


Books:
	Over Hong Kong by David Dodwell
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