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      In the glancing laser, the cradle for aquatic organisms of yesterday becomes their grave of today; the clearness  and vast of yesterday becomes the muddiness and tiny of today; the joyful onset of yesterday becomes the awful ending of today. Victoria Harbour, our tremendous heritage, is deteriorating. Our modernization, convenience and the lack of civism are believed to be the culprits of this serious consequence. Although safeguarding our heritage seems to be an impassable gulf, we should exert our utmost to make the impassable plausible. Victoria Harbour is ours. It is incumbent upon us to shield our asset  and reserve it for our future generation. Under no circumstances should we maximise our self-interest and let our innocent future generation to pay for our cost. In the following, I would like to elucidate the general situation of our harbour, the importance of shielding it and the measures to achieve the goal.

     Gone our paradise.

      Once upon a time, our Victoria Harbour was clean and vast. However, as industrialization, economic development and convenient lives surface, our ideal harbour sinks. Selfish citizens throw rubbish into the harbour; benthamic industrialists discharge their sewage and construction materials directly into the sea without treatment; thanks for an efficient sewage system, our domestic wastewater disappears from sight after we pull a plug or press a button. Day after day, our harbour becomes the centre for sewage and garbage desperately. Night after night, this is accelerated by the growing population. The <Annual Marine Water Quality  Report 2001> conducted by the Environmental Protection Department, unmasks that water quality of the Victoria  Harbour Water Control Zone is affected by the discharges from 10 sewage treatment works seriously  and ranks second poorest in the territory after inner Deep Bay. Before the Harbour Area Treatment Scheme (HATS) in 2001, there were 1.7 tonnes of untreated discharge in the harbour  and about 1,000 kilogrammes of toxic metals discharging into the harbour daily. The solid pollutants in the sewage, such as paper and rags, which float and unsightly; while the toxic metals 
can accumulate in sediments and poison marine life and our seafood.
 It seems ludicrous but sadly true. Nevertheless, our beautiful harbour is getting smaller and smaller due to reclamation for economic development , for instance, part of the harbour is reclaimed 
to build a sound road network comprising the Central-Wan Chai Bypass, the Island Eastern Corridor Link, the MTR North Hong Kong Island Line, a fourth cross-harbour rail tunnel and other roads. Public squares, marina as well as leisure and recreational facilities will be provided along the new waterfront around  Victoria Harbour for the enjoyment of residents and tourists .The project will be completed in 2008 as told by the government. Thus, the scenery of the harbour  is hampered .Nevertheless, there is also slower water current and disgusting smell will be generated from the stagnant harbour more easily. Water pollution will also be accelerated as reclamation involves dumping of sand and mud. Victoria Harbour is no longer our paradise, it will become the abyss unless we embark on protecting it now.
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     Hong Kong's economic development is intertwined with  that of Victoria Harbour which is a great treasure house .Tourism is one of the most important industries in Hong Kong which brings us considerable income and benefits.  It is an indisputable fact that Victoria Harbour is a popular scenic spot in the eyes of tourists as it is a noticeable feature of our brand identity, heritage and legacy. It is also famous for its spectacular and impressive scenery. Its popularity drives the Hong Kong Tourism Board to offer free rides to tourists on an authentic Chinese junk around the attractive and beautiful harbour . Besides, Hong Kong is well-known as an international  financial and entrepot centre because of its geographical location, deep harbour and well-developed port facilities. According to a survey shown by a website, Victoria Harbour is one of the world's three best ports. Above all, our dear harbour enrich our lives. It is our pride. It lends intangible and invisible distinction , charm and contrast to the hectic  peace of our city life. If our harbour becomes a rubbish bin, Hong Kong will no longer be the 'City of “Life”' and  all the tourists will turn away; if our harbour becomes a muddy and disgusting sea, all the investments will be driven away; if our harbour  becomes a 'black' sea, it will leave us a permanent  scar. Therefore, safeguarding our precious harbour should be in no doubt that at the top of our working agenda.

      Safeguarding our harbour is a mammoth and arduous long-term task. Whether this actually will occur depends on the leadership of the government, the motivation of the Environmental  Protection Department and the collaboration of the public. The schemes carried out in protecting our harbour should be broad, holistic and comprehensive. In recent years, the government has implemented many programmes to save our harbour. For instance, there were 
source control; implementation of Sewerage Master Plan works to improve local area sewerage systems; building an initial sewage collection and treatment system to serve the population, commerce and industry in Kowloon, Tsuen Wan, Tseung Kwan O, Shau Kei Wan and Chai Wan; and the most significant one is the Harbour Area Treatment Scheme (HATS).The HATS is a major infrastructure  programme that comprises several stages and the building cost of it has involved an  enormous  investment of $8.2 billion so far. A 23.6km tunnel up to 150m deep were built underground and a chemical sewage treatment plant were established at Stonecutters Island  under the scheme at the end of 2001. 
Toxic metal discharges into the harbour have been reduced from over 7,000 kilogrammes a day to less than 2,000 and the  dissolved oxygen levels in typhoon shelters have improved. However, the E-coil (the biological indication showing how much bacteria)still  remains at high level. Hence, there are a number of important trials and studies now being conducted to decide the best way forward for the remaining stages.  The government also rally the many positive forces in society  through consultation and brings them into full play for the  betterment of our precious harbour .

        Back our paradise.

       Although the success of the scheme would bring us a clean and clear harbour, there would also be uncountable and unimaginable loss to our ecological balance in the sea. The construction of the tunnel will greatly disturb the balance and it could be merely restored. The extinct species  will still be extinguished. Some of them may have great contribution to human, but they have not been discoverd before their extinction desperately. Moreover, the best scheme will still be ineffective if the volume of sewage continues to rocket. In other words, the future of our heritage is in our hands ultimately. 'Prevention is better than cure', we must speed up and step up minimizing the volume of sewage. If we do not lead the responsibility of shielding  the tremendous asset, it will not be led. Besides, the government should be in a position to take the lead to implant the awareness of minimizing the volume of sewage into our community in order to let more people aware of the significance and importance of a joint commitment to this major task. The government can arouse the participation of the public through advertisement in the mass media; holding more activities which are similar  to the Environmental Protection Festival (2002); giving awards to excellent business sectors which can minimize the largest volume of sewage annually,etc. Nevertheless, students are our future architects. They should be instilled a passion for caring our heritage . As parents are the first teachers of children, parent-school co-operation is essential to bring out  the best in our youngsters. The government should set aside more resources to support parent education and to encourage parents to take part in educational affairs. The target can also be achieved through popularizing the Student Environmental Protection Ambassador Scheme and holding more various competitions concerning our harbour. Indeed, the public can help reducing the volume of sewage through saving water ----turn off taps completely; check regularly and rectify any leakage of pipe work and tanks; deal with overflow immediately; keep record of consumption for continuous monitoring; adjust flushing tank properly; take a shower instead of a bath which can reduce two and a half times the amount of sewage; use a container for washing, brushing your teeth or shaving; never wash clothes, dishes or vegetables under running taps; prevent using an excessive quantity of detergent when washing clothes or household utilities; water your plants only when necessary; change fish tank water only when necessary and use a better filtering system to maintain water quality; never flush unnecessarily; adjust the flushing water of your cistern to a minimum required level; install low-flow restrictors in lavatory taps; re-use hand washing water and waste water for toilet flushing (adopted from <Environmental Guidebook> which is published by Environmental Campaign Committee).Therefore, we can see that every little helps. As the old saying goes,'A journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step'. Let's step out today! Remember, you are one of the controllers of our future harbour .What would you like to be? A killer or a builder of our heritage ? It's up to you and in your hands.

     The neglect of our valuable Victoria Harbour is the beginning of the end. We cannot tolerate this chronic problem anymore. Nor can we sit with folded arms! Not only should we emphasise on economic advancement in this epoch, but also our surroundings, our Victoria Harbour. Everyone should be endeavour to make each  and every effort in safeguarding our heritage. With dedication, the grave for aquatic organisms will become the treasure house of tommorrow. With dedication, the muddiness and tiny of yesterday will become the clearness and vast of tommorrow. With dedication, the awful ending of yesterday will become the joyful onset of tomorrow. The journey of shielding our harbour is bitter, but its fruit is sweet. Everyone has a role to play in this journey. 'Well done is better than well said'. I earnestly call on the whole community to work together with the government to nurture a better harbour  and a better Hong Kong from now on.
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