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Introduction

Cleaning up Hong Kong’s Victoria Harbour is very important for the protection of the marine environment, to help to realize the vision of sustaining Hong Kong as one of the world’s great cities. Victoria Harbour is at the nucleus of the city. Its health and attractiveness help to shape the health and attractiveness of the city around it.

There isn’t a single measure existed that can help to clean up the Victoria Harbour. Government infrastructure programmes and concern, citizen’s awareness and self-discipline should go hand-in-hand to achieve the aim. 

Although the government have tried hard in various project to achieve sustained improvement in the water quality of Harbour, important decision remain to be taken, especially on the sewage treatment system. Besides, the government shall take a more active role in educating the people about the importance and ways to protect our natural resources. 

Causes and Effects of a polluted Victoria Harbour

In the past, when Hong Kong was still a small fishing village, Victoria Harbour was a clean, appealing seaport. As industry sector in Hong Kong started to grow in such a rapid pace in the late 70s, the lack of people’s sense of environmental protection led to the pollution of our beloved and well-known Victoria Harbour. Water pollutants in Hong Kong mainly come from human and industrial sources. Citizens’ unawareness of protecting our gifted environment and lack of government’s concern contributed in making the pollution problem more serious and led to a series of problems.

Water pollution will led to the destruction of the regular food chain as a drop of water quality would kill the zooplankton in the sea. Then, fishes having zooplankton as their main food source would starve to death. Next, animal having these fishes as their main food source would also be affected. As this process repeats over and over again, human’s food source would be narrower and narrower. Moreover, polluted water may make fishes toxic, and animal or human eating them may be made sick or even dying of it.

Besides, a polluted Victoria Harbour would destroy Hong Kong’s reputation. It would then affect our tourism growth also. Try to imagine how would tourists feel when seeing a well-known financial center having a dirty harbour? Does anyone think that they will come again? As we all known, Hong Kong’s national income depends greatly on tourism.

As a result, we could see that Victoria Harbour really need all Hong Kong’s citizen’s help and co-corporation to become lively and clean again. Also, it could be really bring disastrous effects to Hong Kong if the situation gets more serious. So, we must start with ourselves now to help saving our Victoria Harbour’s life.

Ways to clean up Victoria Harbour

In ways to clean up Victoria Harbour, we could discuss it in two different ways, in what we citizens could do and what government could do.

In recent years, government started to pay more attention on environmental protection area. It carried out many policies in helping to improve the water quality of Hong Kong. For example, it carried out the “Harbour Area Treatment Scheme” mainly focused on improving the water quality of Victoria Harbour. So far, source control, “Implementation of Sewerage Master Plan” working to improve local area sewerage systems and building an initial sewage collection and treatment system to serve the population, commerce and industry are fulfilled.
A Sewage Services Trading Fund handled by the Drainage Services Department was established in 1994. It was a management and financial arrangement to partly recover the cost of government sewage services from the public who use these services. The objective of this trading fund was to increase the transparency of the operational performance within the DSD and to allow for more flexibility in matching consumer demand. Also, charges for sewage services were introduced on 1 April 1995. Since then, all premises connected to the public sewerage system are necessitated to pay sewage charges.

Although the government had already carry out various policies in increasing the water quality of the sea, more laws passed on restricting industry and personals to be irresponsible would also make a different. 

Moreover, education should not be left out. Children should be taught the importance of environmental protection when they are still young. This will arouse their awareness of protecting the gifted nature. If everyone got the sense of protecting the environment, our Hong Kong will definitely be lovelier.

So, what could every one of us do to help the Victoria Harbour being clean? It would be really easy. First of all, we should not litter or throw anything into the sea. Also, parent should tell their children how and why to protect the environment. In the other hand, we should use water wisely as used water need to be treated before they were release to the sea. To safeguard man’s power and cost, we should, for example, take a shower rather than a bath, use circular water supply in fish bowl, etc.

An additional approach to improve Victoria 

Harbour’s environment

After improving the water quality of Victoria Harbour, we should now concentrate on improving the environment of the seaside surrounding the Harbour.

As many Hong Kong people know, there was not much area where people could take a rest or a walk beside the appealing Victoria Harbour. Beside of the path by the harbour in Tsim Sha Tsui, we could say that there were no more places for people to admire and have a look on our beautiful Victoria Harbour. In Hong Kong Island, the case was even worse, along the seaside there were mostly highways. 

As a result, the government should build more parks and walking path alongside the Victoria Harbour, so tourists and we Hong Kong people could have a closer and clearer look of this world-known scenic harbour.

Conclusion

In conclusion, improving the water quality of Victoria Harbour depends on every single one of us’ corporations. Also, government’s help would be essential in proposing laws to be passed, deciding on sewage treatment plans and educating the new generation to protect our natural world. So, no one should wait now. We all should start to safe our Victoria Harbour’s life by starting to protect and care for it by our own self and tell everyone we knew to participate in it also. As every single helps from people adding up together will certainly make a different.

In doing all these, our Victoria Harbour, as well as Hong Kong, would be more lovely and attractive than before. And having a clean Victoria Harbour and a clean Hong Kong’s reputation would not be an aspiration anymore, it will definitely come true in the near future. At Last, Hong Kong will be led to a brighter future and enter a new and hygienic century.
